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PREFACE. 



In submitting to tlie public this picture of 
Valencia, the Author is far from denying the 
\alue of the particulars for which he is indebted 
to the great work of the celebrated Cavanilles, 
the title of which is subjoined *. At the same 
time, in justice to himself, be cannot forbear 
makincc a few remark^^wbichr willi|(rt;4>is trusts, 
be ascribed to any im^oper mbtfTe: " * 

Cavanilles has, indeep; *;C$}4ept€s^ 4 great num- 
ber of botanical, topogr4phica1^^;tod physical 
observations; but he %»s' scarcely irouched at all 
upon animated nature, which is certainly not 
less interesting. It cannot be denied^ that all 
his remarks proclaim the man of science; but 
they are scattered without order through the 
whole work. He describes every thing, it is 

* Observaciones sobre la htstoria naturtd^ gcografiOy agrtm 
cultura^ poblacion If frutos del regno de Valencia^ por Don 
Antonio Josef Cayanilles. De orden Superior. En 
Madrid en la imprente real^ 1795 — 1797. In 2 to1s» folia^ 
with plates. 
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true, with the greatest minuteness; but he 
seems^ in general^ to be either bj^ far too dry or 
too bombastic. 

This being premised, it is easj to imagine, 
that the Author of this Picture found him of 
much less assistance than he expected. He was 
' therefore obliged to supply all the details on 
men and manners from his own observations ; 
he spared no pains to collect^ to arrange, and 
to combine the scattered botanical, topographi- 
cal, and physical remarks ; and in this, as in 
every other portion of the work, he considered 
attention to the style and composition indis* 
pensably necessary. 

How !w:he:lk[s 'fje^cTce^^iu in his endeavour 
to produce a.^ple^yig^. .useful, and interestmg 
work, he lea«fe'46'*€^aip6tent readers to decide ; 
they will dif^^\^}i, 'ji^le to judge what portion 
is his, and what he has borrowed from the Spa- 
nish original. 
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GEOGRAPHY OF THE COUNTRY. 



J. HE province^ or^ as it is denominated^ the. 
kingdom of Valencia is situated between 37^ Sl2f 
and 40^ 5P north latitude ; and is bounded on 
the east by the Mediterranean Sea,, on the north- 
east by Catalonia^ on the west by New Castile^ 
on the north-west by Arragon^ and on the south- 
west by Murcia. It comprehends 838 square 
leagues (20 to a degree)^ and a population of 
932^150 souls^ which is daily increasing. 

The greatest part of the province is mountain- 
ous, so that the plain country cannot be com- 
puted at more than 240 square leagues. Th« 
climate^ soil, and fertility, are extremely various^ 
according to the greater or less elevation of the 
Talleys, The most level and fertile portion of 
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Valencia is the narrow tract which Tuti% along 
the coasts about thirtj leagues in lengthy and 
one and a half in breadth. 

rto the terrestrial paradise presented by this 
plain alone^ the descriptions of the beauties of 
y akncia relate ; and to this enchanting valley 
belongs exclusively the following picture, which 
is' by no means exaggerated — of a nature ever 
blooming and ever gay. 



FIRST ASPECT OF THE COUNTRY. 

No sooner have you ascended ^the last of the 
mountains that form the limits of Castile^ than 
the road conducts by insensible degrees into a 
delicious plain. The air becomes milder, the 
country more romantic, and a landscape resem- 
bling Eden itself, irradiated by an enchanting 
sun, expands to the eye of the astonished tra- 
veller. 

How magnificent, how delicious, bow ravish- 
ing is this valley, intersected by numberless 
murmuring streams, and covered with thousands 
of neat habitations ! * What a luxuriant vege- 
tation ! What charming variety! The flowert . 
of spring and the fruits of autumn are every 

* They are called in this conntrj' Alforim. ' 
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where intermiDgled. All the beauties^ all the 
productions of the south are collected in one 
spot ! ^Tis a prodigious garden decked with 
the splendors of etherial fertility. 

But these superb fields^ these rich meadows^ 
surrounded with orange and lemon-trees^ cedras, 
pomegranate^, fig^ and almond-trees; these smil- 
ing groves of olives^ algarrobos^* and palms ; 
these romantic hills^ covered with the ruins of 
ancient Moorish grandeur; these different 
movements ^f industry and rural activity^ and 
the vast Mediterranean crowning with its azure 
billows^ and glistening saiUj the immeasurable 
expanse, of the horizon* — who but a Claude 
Lorrain could give a just idea of a scene so 
^and and so magnificent ! 

Evening arrives, and the sun with milder rays 
gently descends behind the distant mountains. 
A magic roseate light seems to tremble over the 
tranqtiil landscape, and the sea and the mountains 
glow with gold and crimson. The pure atmos- 
phere is impregnated with the perfumes of 
orange-flowers; the groves of acacia, resound 
with the notes of the nightingale, and every 
feeling is absorbed by the sentiment of repose, 
of' love, and of tranquil felicity. 

* Ceratonia siligua* 
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CLIMATE. 

The mere inspection of the map will enable 
you to form a just idea of the climate of this 
charming valley. Inclosed on three sides by 
mountains, and open only on the south east to 
the sea^ it is consequently sheltered from all 
inclement winds. With such advantages^ this 
beautiful tract of coast could not fail to enjoy 
a perpetual spring. 

, Those disagreeable vicissitudes of the seasonis, 
that continual war of the elements^ are here 
consequently unknown ; a constant serenity^ and 
invariable mildness of the atmosphere^ are the 
characteristics of the climate of Valencia. 

To descend to particulars, it maybe obsferved, 
that the average height of the barometer is 25 
inches^ and its greatest variation 13^ lines^ so 
that in forty-eight hours it scarcely amounts to 
one line and a quarter. 

The thermometer stands in summer between 
70 and 75, and in winter between 48 and 60 
degrees. The heat is moderated by continual 
sea-breezes, and a temperature so low as 40 
degrees is extregiely rare. Thunder-storms, it 
is true^ are frequent in summer; but they seldom 
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last longer tban a few peals. In winter hoar- 
frost and fog have been observed onlj twice 
in the course of five centuries. 

The prevailing winds are those from the south- 
east^ during which the sky is always clear and 
serene. It is only about the equinoxes that the 
west wind brings rain along with it ; exclusive 
of those periods^ there are scarcely eighteen or 
twenty rainy days throughout the year. In 
general the atmosphere is so pure and dry^ that 
^alt and sugar may lie for months in the open 
air, without contracting the least humidity. 

,Such is the climate of Valencia, where all 
the phenomena of nature are more genial and 
more beautiful^ where all the organs of life have 
more energy and vigour. That everlasting 
uncertainty between health and sickness^ 
together with the whole host of chronical 
diseases which attack the inhabitants of the 
noHh> is here absolutely unknown; and all the 
physical and moral powers seem to be doubled 
beneath this happy sky. 

The .fortunate Valencian is consequently a 
stranger to that oppression^ that melancholy^ 
that gloomy apathy of the north, which scarce- 
ly forsake us even in the finest days of summer. 
Here all nature displays the animating influence 
pf a southern sun ; here eVery thing breathes 
mirth and joy ; here all the months, all the days 
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of the year^ are devoted to an existence the most 
active and replete w,ith enjoymenta. 

Happy clinmte of Valencia, where all idea* 
are more poetical, all pleasures more delicious^ 
all the forms of life more beautiful; M^here th6 
years of age are more cheerful, the days of 
:$uffering more supportable ; and where even 
the approach of death is divested of the greatest 
portion of its terrors ! 

Happy the invalid whom fate permits to seek 
a refuge in this asylum ! When the last mo- 
ments of his life arrive, his end will here be 
more easy and less painful. Weaned from all 
the vain desires and passions of this tumultuous 
scene, he will await the most faithful friend of 
man with tranquil resignation^ and fall asleep 
amid flowers and fragrant blossoms, full of the 
liope of awaking in the celestial region of per- 
petual spring. 

POPULATION. 

Iln the same space which scarcely contains 
twenty persons in the north, you find at least 
ten times that number in the south. The su- 
perior vigour of thcxsenses; the warmer glow of 
• life, a more abundant subsistence, all contribute 
in these happy countries to the propagation of 
our species. 
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We are acquainted with the climate of Va- 
lencia ; we know that it is favourable to 
population ; we shall not^ therefore^ be surprised 
to find that the number of its inhabitants has been 
continually increasing. It is true that in 1718^ 
it had been reduced by wars^ impolitic expul- 
sions^^ persecutions^ and other causes^ to 255,080 
souls ; but in 1761 it had augmented to 604^613. 
Seven years afterwards (in 1768) there were 
found to be 716,886; nineteen years later 
(1787), 783,084, and in 1795, the number 
registered amounted to 932,150. The cities; 
towns, and villages are stated, according to an 
accurate enumeration, al 628. 

The possibility of too great a population has 
been insisted on, but hitherto there seems ix^ be 
very little foundation for these apprehensions. 
A considerable portion of the mountainous dis- 
tricts is still totally uncultivated ; agriculture 
is susceptible of great improvement, and the 
grateful soil of many yet unknown ameliora- 
tions ; besides which, the fisheries, the marine, 
manufactures, and commerce, still afford abun- 
dance of resources. 

♦ By the expulsion of the Moriscos^ that is, of the con- 
Terted descendants of the ancient Moors, tha proTince lost 
200^000 of its most indH3triou9 inhabitants. 
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INHABITANTS. 

A certain philosopher used to say : '' Tell me 
the latitude of a country, and I will give you the 
character of its inhabitants." Though in num- 
berless cases this assertion may appear rather 
extravagant, it is strictly true with respect to 
the Valencians. In whatever point of view, 
whether physical or moral, you consider them^ 
you cannot fail to recognize the influence of 
their climate. 

The Valencian seems to combine all the ad- 
vantages of the inhabitants of the north with 
those of the natives of the south. He possesses 
the strength of the one and the susceptibility 
of the other ; he is hardy as the Norwegian and 
ardent as the Provencal. 

The same observation applies also to the 
wpmen. From the beauty of their complexion, 
their light hair, and charming embonpoint, 
they might be taken for daughters of the north- ; 
but their graces, their sensibility, their vivacity, 
loudly proclaim them the natives of a southern 
land. 

If we pass to the moral qualities, we shall . 
find that in this particular also the influence of 
this fortunate climate is equally apparent. In 
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the men we discover that activity and vivacity, 
that vigour of health, and warm southern glow 
of life ; — in the women that enchanting courtesy, 
and ardent temperament ; — and in both sexes, 
that cheerful^ good-natured vanity, and that 
unaffected gaiety which are the source of 
the sweetest social enjoyments. Among them 
you find none of the coldness of the phlegmatic 
Castilian, or of the deceit of the officious Anda- 
lasian ; none of the cunning of the Biscayan, 
the rudeness of the Gallician, or the stiffness of 
the Catalan. In a word, if you wish to see the 
best tempered, the most amiable and the gayest 
people in Spain, go to Valencia. 



THE CITY OF VALENCIA. 

The city, of Valencia lying in 17^,^1' 15^ 
east longitude from Ferro, and in 39"^ 28' 40" 
north latitude, is situated in a charming plain 
on the banks of the Guadalaviar, and is nearly 
of a circular form. It is surrounded^ according 
to the ancient method of fortification, with walls 
and towers. It has four gates: la puerta del 
Mar J de S. Vincente, de Qtiarte and de Serranos, 
and into four quarters : el quartel Campomanes, 
Patraix, Rusafa, and Benimamet. Exclusive of 
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the suburbs \i^bich are of considerable extent, 
it is about half a league in circumference* 

The population of Valencia is computed at 
between lOS^OOO and 106^000 souls. It is said 
to contain 5890 holises^ 59 churches, of which 
14 are parochial^ 40 convents^ and 10 hospitals* 

The interior of Valencia still exhibits the 
exact appearance of an old Moori^ city; — 
ktarrow^ crooked, unpaved streets ; small^ low 
houses^ but of great depths with large courts 
and fine terraces : — in a word, the first vieW of 
this confused mass forcibly reminds the spec* 
tator of the ancient masters of Valencia. 

The streets, which for these thirty years have 
been lighted by lamps, are, howeyer, kept ex- 
tremely, clean ;^ and the houses are distin- 
guished by external neatness and internal con* 
Tenience. 

This is particularly the case \¥ith respect to 
ihe new quarters, built within the last thirty or 
forty years, in various parts of the city. You 
there find many wide streets, with handsome, nay 
even magnificent edifices, which display a pro* 

* The filth that is not carried off l^j sewen, is daily 
taken away by the country. people for manure. It is for 
this reason that the streets of Valencia are left u^pared ; 
but in order that they may be kept level and in good con- 
dition, every peasant who comes for a load of manure 
is obliged to bring with him a load of gravel in exchange. 
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fusion of the finest marbles of Callosa^ Naque- 
ra^ Buixcarro, &c. I shall only mention as 
examples the streets of San Vtncente, and de los 
Caballeros, and the squares of San Domingo, 
del Carmen, and de las Barcas, hut, it must be 
observed^ Vfith the necessary exceptions. 

With regard to the public buildings, the 
Colegio del Patriarcha, the Cathedral, the 
Church de la Or den militar de Temple, the Adu-- 
ana, ihh House of the ^Consulate, the Academy 
of St. Charles, and the General Hospital are most 
deserving of the notice of a stranger. 

But what gives Valencia a peculiar and in- 
expressible charm for the observer is the activity, 
the comparative opulence and gaiety which 
prevail among all classes of its inhabitants, and 
in every part of the city. Here you meet with 
no beggars, no loungers, no artisans in want of 
employment. Which way soever you look, you 
perceive nothing but serene, smiling counte- 
nances, industrious and happy mortals. 
' What with the noise of thousands of handi* 
craftsmen, who all work in the open air ; the 
rattling of silk-looms, accompanied with the 
songs of the weavers ; the voices of numberless 
females crying orgeat, fruits and water ; inter- 
mingled with the sound of the organs, triangles, 
and tambourines of a multitude of wandering 
Murcians*-^you see, you hear^ nothing but life. 
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joy/ and pleasure expressed in a thousand forms 
and in a thousand tones. And how perfectly 
the appearance of all the surrounding objects 
harmonizes with this expression ! From the tops 
of the houses wave long stripes of coloured silk, 
and every shop is stocked with the richest 
stuffs. ' 

On the elevated terraces, the laurel €he 
orange, and the lemon-tree, flourish in tranquil 
beauty, and the balconies display a variegated 
mixture of the most charming flowers. Here 
whole heaps of all the fruits of the south regale 
the smell with their fragrance, there the Botel-' 
larias, adorned with garlands of palm and ivy 
invite the thirsty passenger^ 

Around you a motley crowd of men and wo- 
men pass with light step and cheerful couti- 
tenance through the cool, busy streets; and 
many a significant look, many a secret squeeze 
of the hand, m^ny a merry trick, remind you 
that you are among the gay^ good-natured 
people of Valencia. 

THE UNIVERSITY.* 

The University was founded in the year 1411. 
Since its thorough reformation ' in 1787, it may 

* The University must not be confounded with the Aca- 
demy of San Carlos^ opened in 1773 for painting, sculpture^ 
and architecture, nor with the Seminario de Nobles^ insti- 
tuted in 1779. . 
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be said to be the first in Spain^ especially as far 
as relates to the study of medicine. 

The total number of professors is seventy- 
eight. Of these there are eleveii for dignity, 
twelve for jurisprudence^ eighteen for p^ysicj« 
nine for philosophy, and six for the languages. 

The time for giving lectures is from the 11th 
of October to the 3)st ,of May; the summer 
months being occupied with examinations, fes- 
tivals^ and vacations. The students are divided 
into classes, and annually rise in proportion to 
their progress. 

The revenues of the University seem consi- 
derable for Valencia. The salaries of the pro- 
fessors are fixed at from fifty to one hundred 
and thirty pounds sterling per annum* The 
library does not contain above fifteen thousand 
volumes, but includes the valuable collections 
of the late Franc. Perez Bayer, and the best 
recent publications^ especially on medical sub- 
jects * It is open four hours every day, and is 
much frequented by the students. 

^ The smallness of this library is compensated in some 
measure by that in the archiepiscopal palace, which com- 
prehends fifty thousand volumes. It contains every Spanish 
publication that has app^red since 1763, and a great num. 
ber of fQreign works on history and geography. The ca. 
binet of antiques and medals annexed to it 4s not consi. 
derable. This library is open six hours every day, and in 
beauty of situation it surpasses the royal library at Madrid. 
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The unirersity of Valencia has ever been did- 
tinguished for the great numbar of celebrated 
men it has produced. Without going back to 
remote periods for a Stoani^ Vives^ Gelida^ 
^unnez^ Perez, Perpinnan, Perera, Trillcs, 
Mariner^ &c. the names of Jorge Juan, Grc- 
gorio Mayans, Francisco Perez Bayer^ and 
Juan Bautisto Munnoz, are known and revered 
by every friend of literature and science. 



HOUSES. 

The native of the south, wBo can live th* 
■whole year round without shelter^ ben^th. his 
genial sky^ seldom bestows much pains or ex* 
pence on his habitation. The Valencians, 
however, are distinguished in this particular 
from all their southern neighbours, by a laudable 
love of order and cleanliness. 

The internal arrangement of the houses of 
Valencia is extremely commodious. The apart- 
ments are judiciously distributed, and generally 
connected by a gallery. Every house has its 
own water, which is commonly brought into 
the kitchen ; and from each the soil is conveyed 
by subterraneous pipes into the common sewers; 
The walls and floors are almost universally 
covered with tiles of earthen-ware^ or polished 
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bricks^ so that with, only a moderate attention to 
cleanliness^ they may be kept perfectly free from 
vttrmin. 

The roofs are flat^ and are often surmounted 
with small turrets^ which are commonly used 
for pigecHi*cotes ; but on many terraces are made 
elegant little gardens^ where you may sleq» 
during eight or nine months o^ the year in the 
open air without detriment* This applies also 
to the balconies^ which are in a manner entirely 
transformed into parterres of flowers. 

With respect to the articles of furniture in 
use here^ they are distinguished by their light«- 
ness and the elegance of their forms. Almost 
all of them are made of the wood of the palm, 
the aloe> the oleander, and mulberry**tree, of 
cork and of the esparto. The tables, chairs, 
beds, chests, and nearly all the household uten- 
sils,^ are therefore objects of curiosity to the 
stranger. 

Nothing, howcTer, will give him greater 
pleasure than the charming beds made of the 
fibres of the esparto and ^loe, whose elasticity 
and softness are so favourable to .repose. 

MICALET. 

This name, derived from that of. St. Michael, 
is given to the octagon steeple of the cathedral. 
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which is 150 feet in height. As it is situated 
in the centre of the whole huerta of Valencia^ 
it commands a magniGcent and enchanting view« 
From this elevation the eye embraces the busj 
city^ the smiling country around it, the pellucid 
canals; the glistening Albufera^ the lofty moun- 
tains clothed with verdure, and the unbounded 
expanse of the azure sea — altogether forming a 
scene so animated, so beautiful^ and so magni-* 
ficent as to baffle description. 

From the heights of Torrent, about a league 
and a half from the city, you may enjoy a prospect 
still more extensive. Hither, while the sun 
sheds his departing rays, the painter should re- 
pailr tO' delineate this whole charming valley, 
with all its variegated tints, and all its enchant- 
ing points of view. : What warmth ! \Vhat a 
sky ! What foliage ! Where is the Claude 
Lorrain who is destined to pourtray this inimi- 
table spectacle ? 

Every landscape makes a peculiar impression' 
upon the beholder. We admire what is grand, 
sublime, and majestic: we love only what is 
soft, and beautiful, and mild. Adnriration is an 
impression of the moment^ but love exists for 
eternity. 
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PRICE OF PROVISIO?re. 

Provisions are abundant in Valencia, as might 
naturally be expected from tbe climate and the 
state of iagriculture : nay> I question whether 
there is any country where you may live at a 
cheaper rate. 

To begin with bread : a pound of excellent 
wheaten bread is sold for three quartos and a 
half*. If Valencia was not obliged to procure 
linnually great quantities of wheat from La 
Mancha and the Levant^ to supply its deficiencjf 
in that article^ the price of bread would cer- 
tainly be one-third lower. 

The best beef is sold for seven quartos (two- 
pence ) a pounds and the other kinds of meat in 
proporti on. A fowl costs sixteen quartos ( about 
four-pence halfpenny)^ a pair of pigeons^ from 
three to four quartos ; and a dish of fish, for 
two or three persons^ may be had for. four- 
pence. 

Vegetable*, fruit, and the like, are in general 
extremely cheap. For a penny you may buy as 
much garden-stuff as will suffice three or four 
persons for a meal. A water-melon, of the 

* About a penny, English money. 

e 
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largest size, costs three-pence, and a couple of 
pomegranates, not quite a penny. For a penny 
you may purchase two large bunches of grapes, 
and a whole' hatful of figs for half that price. 
Opanges, lemons, almonds, strawberries, and 
other fruits, are sold equally cheap. 

The various articles of food in this country 
are extremely easy of digestion ; and the vege- 
tables, in particular, have very little substance. 
Let a person eat ever so hearty, he has no occa- 
sion to apprehend the slightest inconvenience. 
The pure elastic air and the wine of Alicante, 
which is an excellent stomachic, may, however,, 
probably contribute to produce this effect. ^ 

There is scarcely any commodity but whai 
may be had at a price equally reasonable. Vot 
three or four reals a day, you .may have a room 
neatly furnished, with an alcove and attendance. 
A silk cloak, which it is the fashion to wear 
here, costs from 28s. to 30s. ; and a fine cotton 
waistcoat, with breeches and a silk scarf, from 
14s. to 18s, A pair of silk stockings may be 
bought for 58. 6d; ; and fine linen is the only 
article of dress that can be called dear. 

With respect to other things necessary foe 
housekeeping, such asoiL wine, coffee, &c, they 
are all in general very cheap. For three half- 
pence you have as much oil as you can use at a 
meal ; and a bottle of excellent wine costs les^ 
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than four-pence. A pottnd of coffee ttay be 
bought in time of peace for eignt-peuce^ good 
sugar for nine or ten^ and a pound of Cafaccaa 
chocolate for between fifteen and eighteen* 
pence. The only articles which are compara- 
tively dear^ are wood and coal ; nerertheless, 
the annual expence of a small family On that 
account does not exceed thirty-fiye or forty 
shillings. « 

These facts sufficiently demonstrate how cheap 
it is to live in Valencia. Fifty or sixty pounds 
sterling would be a handsome income for an in- 
dividual. If we compare this with the sum 
that would be required at HiereSj Nice^ and 
Montpellier^ we shall find that Valencia is ii 
nitely preferable in this respect. 



PAINTINGS. 



Valencia^ it is well known^ has produced a 
great number of ^exc^llent painters^ many of 
whose best pieces^ as well as those of some other 
Spanish masters^ still adorn its capital. 

In the church of the Colegio del Patriarca, 
for 6xample^ are shewn the Last Supper and the 
Ordination^ by St. Vincent Ferrer j and also ano- 
ther Last Supper and a Nativity of Christ, by 
Martin de Vos. 

eg 
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In the Cathedral are to be seen the following 
pieces : — The Baptism of Christ in the Jordan^ 
and the Saviour holdiiig the host^ by Juan de 
Joanes; the Martyrdom of St. Sebastian^ by Pe- 
dro Orenti ; Christ giving the Keys to St. Pe- 
ter^ and a Conception^ by Antonio Palomino ; a 
great number of other subjects from the life of 
our Saviour and of the Blessed Virgin^ on the 
doors of the high altar^ by Pablp di Aregio and 
Francisco Neapoli^ disciples of Leonardo dai 
Vinci^ &c.* 

In the church of Nuestra Senora de los Des-- 
amparados^ may be mentioned the Holy Trinity, 
painted on the ceiling by Antonio Palomino. 

In the church of San Juan del Mercado, are 

4 

$everal subjects from the life of St. John by the 
same artist^ and a Last Supper by Esteban 
Marc. 

The church of San Nicolas contains the fol- 
lowing pieces : — A Last Supper by Joanes, and 
various subjects from sacred history, which are 
probably by the same master. 

In the church of los Carmelitas Calzados, 
are eight subjects from the lives of various 
saints of that order, by Geronymo Espinosa; 
our Saviour, by Joanes ; San Rogue, by Pedro 

^ From the archives it appears that thalast-mentioned 
pictures were purchased in 1506 for 3000 ducats. 
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Orenii ; and seyeral altar-pieces by Ribalta and 
£steban Marc. 

In the church de la Orden militar del Temple, 
a Last Supper^ and Jesus carrying the Cross^ by 
Joanes. 

In the college of San Thomas de Villanueva^ 
the saint of the same name by Ribalta. 

In the church of the Minims or of St. Seba^^ 
tian, the saint of that name^ and two subjects 
from his life^ by Joanes. 

In the convent of the Capuchins, at the end of 
the Calle Alboraya^ St. Francis on his sick-bed> 
by Ribalta. 

In the convent of Religiosas Descalzos de San 
Francisco, out of the town> the Baptism of 
Christ by Alfonso Cano. 

Valencia seems to have been destined by nature 
to be the native country of genius. Here then^ 
or not at all^ vpill some time or other be formed a 
Spanish school^ that will perhaps surpass even 
its great predecessors. Meanwhile an academy 
for painting and the sister aris^ instituted here 
about thirty-five years ago^ encourages the most 
flattering hopes of future excellence.* 

*■ This is tbe Academia de San Carlos^ which has beeq 
noticed aboTe. 
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SERENOS. 



This appellation is here given to the watch* 
men, who likewise announce the weather . They 
derive their name from the word sereno ( clear^ 
serene), because that is their ordinary cry 
almost the whole year round, in this delicious 
climate. They also form a distinct military 
corps, as at Hamburg, and are besides engaged 
in all sorts of nocturnal employments. 

It cannot but appear surprising, that in a city 
like Valencia, there was not a single sereno till 
the year 1777. It is to the late Don Joachim 
Fos, known by his travels and his improvements 
in manufactures, that this useful institution owes 
its origin. He established the corps of serenos 
when he was alcalde mayor of Valencia, and 
thus gave a tolerable livelihood to a number of 
decayed people. 



PUBLIC HOSPITAL. 



It is situated without the city, in one of the 
finest quarters of Valencia. It is composed of 
three principal edifices of considerable extent^ 



PUBLIC HOSPITAL. 9S 

«tiid in the excellence of its regulations it sur- 
passes the great hospital at Madrid. 

Each patient has a separate alcove^ and a 
particular hall or ward is set apart for each 
•disease. The sick are visited at least thrice a 
day hy the physician^ and the most expensive 
medicines are administered^ when the nature of 
the case requires them. 

Agreeably to an ancient grants the archbishop 
daily supplies the hospital with a certain quan- 
tity of ice for lemonade. This institution 
throughout is a pattern of cleanliness — an ad- 
vantage which may be procured in this climate 
with much less 'difficulty than perhaps in any 
other. 

- The second wing of this hospital is devoted 
to the purposes of a receptacle for foundlings. 
The fault probably lies in the nature of these 
institutions^ if this is still susceptible of many 
improvements. The larger children are, how- 
ever> divided from the small; and us to the latter^ 
the infants at the breast are separated from such 
as are above a year old ; and many excellent 
regulations have been adopted with regard to 
the instruction of the older classes. 

The third wing of this prodigious building 
is used ats a hospital for lunatics. The manner 
in which it is conducted is truly exemplary; 
and the patients are divided into classes accord- 
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ing fp their different degrees of insanity. 
Those who are quite outrageous are confined in 
small cells six feet long, nearly the same in 
breadth^ and nine feet high. They are hung 
with thick mats of esparto, and the, floors are 
provided with several grates to carry oflf im* 
purities. 

For the rest we are assured that the treatment 
of these unfortunate people is extremely liberal 
and enlightened. This, indeed is no more than 
what inight be expected, since the general 
hospital is assigned to the university as a clinical 
institution,^ 

V 

AGRICULTURE IN GENERAL. 

Agriculture, that Sublime theory of an arti- 
ficial vegetable creation, presents upon the 
whole a great number of poetic ideas. Amidst 
this ever blooming nature, and on this ever 
grateful soil, how could they fail to be so much 
the more favourable to inspiration? We have 
already treated of the climate and beauties of 
Valencia; the soil and its cultivation form the 
subject of the present article. 

* This hospital must not be confounded with the HospiciOy 
or House of Industry, which is likewise regulated on an 
excellent plan, and the inmates of which are in general em« 
ployed for the manufac^res. 
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With respect to the soil, a great difference is 
made between red and white earth. The red, 
roxelet, U found only in part of the district of 
Olivo, as far as Castello della Plana, and theii 
northward in the districts of Montesa ; but the 
white, Qlbaris, is met with in all the rest of the 
province; 

The red earth is invariably argilaceous, but it 
is always more or less mixed with sand, which 
renders its colour either lighter or darker. In 
the vicinity of mountains it is always more 
coarse, dry, and compact ; but yet vines, algar- 
robos, and figs, in particular, thrive well in it. 
In. th<e plains it is softer and intermingled with 
less sand ; it contains more calcareous particles, 
and the fermentation produced by the addition 
of acid, is stronger and more speedy : when vvell 
manured and watered, it gradually becomes 
blacker, and at length forms excellent mould. 

The white earth is in general mixed with 
many calcareous particles; it is exceedingly 
compact, and unless sufficiently watered, very 
unfavourable to vegetation. But when it is well 
manured and watered, it forms an excellent soil, 
and is infinitely preferable to the red earth.* 

* If a heap of this white earth is left for ten or twelve 
months in the open air, it may then be entirely reduced to 
powder^ and used with great advantage for improying sandy 
soils. 
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With respect to the cultivation of the lands 
in general^ they are divided into watered and 
unwatered^ into huertas and secanos. In the 
former^ which are always situated in plains> 
recourse is bad to artificial irrigation ; the latter, 
heing on the declivities of mountains^ receive no 
humidity but the dew and rain. The scarcity 
of sprii^s^ especially in the northern mountains, 
and the great expence of irrigation^ seems to 
have produced this diiference^ which is obvious 
at the first view. 

Look only, for example, at the huertas of 
Valencia, Elche, Gandia, and along the whole 
cpast of the south-eastern part of the province 
in general. What a vigorous, rich, and lux* 
uriant vegetation I Where are the meadows 
which may be mown like these every week dur* 
ing eight months of the year ; where the mul- 
berry-trees three or four times annually renew 
their leaves ; where the same soil produces corn, 
' pulse, fruits, and vegetables in uninterrupted 
succession, and rewards the toil of the husband- 
man with crops that yield forty, fifty, nay even 
one hundred fold ! 

The farmer of this country, it is true, is 
obliged to labour the whole year through with- 
out intermission. Every month brings with it 
new seed-times and new harvests: each week, 
nay almost each day^ is devoted to a difierent 
occupation. 
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How indeed could it be otherwise, since every 
field must be ploughed nine or ten times, since 
each kind of seed must be sown three or four 
times, and each season is distinguished by four 
or five different crops i Hence the huertas arc 
never without labourers, and in every hour of 
the day, and every week in the year, all the 
various operations of agriculture may here be 
seen going forward at once. 

But what most exercises the ingenuity of the 
husbandman, as well as constitutes the most 
laborious part of his employment, is the irri« 
gation of the huertas. How many thousands of 
canals to convey to them the water of a neigh* 
bouring river ! How many hills dug through 
in quest of springs ! How many expensive 
cisterns, aqueducts; and draw-wells, to furnish 
those supplies which are indispensably necessary 
for the fertility of his fields! 'Tis only by 
means ^f this incessant activity that the farmer 
can convert the barren heath into luxuriant corn- 
fields, and the wildest country into a terrestrial 
paradise.* 

* As, for instance, at Vinaroz, Benicarlo, &c. wher« 
sixty or seventy years ago nothing was to be seen but a 
sandy waste. The charming climate certainly contributes 
not a little to this effect. The smallest shoots in four or 
fire years have all the appearance of trees at least fifteea 
years old, and yield abundance of the finest fruit. 
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Agriculture might, nevertheless, be muck 
more flourishing in this province. Many 
superior methods, many more productive pro- 
cesses, are here totally unknown. The olives, 
for instance, in many districts, are far from at- 
taining their proper size, merely on account of 
the neglect of the trees. The same observation 
applies to the algarrobas and the pomegranates; 
the system adopted in the cultivation of them 
in many parts of the country being extremely 
, defective. 

All these faults, however, might soon be 
corrected by means of proper instruction, if 
certain measures of government were not so 
prejudicial to the interests of agriculture. 
The principal of these is the oppressive privi- 
lege given to the tribunal of the marine relative 
to the planting of timber for ship-building. 

Were the superintendence of this department 
assigned to men whopossessapractical knowledge 
of the subject, such an institution would by no 
means be detrimental to agriculture. But from 
the ignorance of those in whose hands it is 
entrusted, and what is still worse, through the 
wanton injustice of their underlings; how many 
pieces of excellent land and fertile Kills are 
sacrificed in plantations of paks and pines, 
which, so far from thriving, perish annually by 
hundreds ! 
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It is too obvious to be denied that the Spani- 
ards have not the smallest idea of the cultiva- 
tion of forest-trees. Add to this the feudal 
rights^ ^hich are still exceedingly oppressive, 
and it will be apparent, that, notwithstanding 
the delicious climate, it is only by indefatigable 
industry that the farmer can acquire a decent 
competence. 

One thing, however, has been done for his ' 
accommodation, which we must not omit to 
notice. — This is the establishment of a fund in 
the capital, where, in case of necessity, he may 
obtain a loan without interest for the purchase 
of seed. This institution was founded by a 
deceased archbisbop, wbo, with the approbation 
of the king, devoted to this useful purpose the 
espolios and vacantes, that is, the property left 
by the bishops, and the revenues of the vacant 
benefices in the whole province. 



PRINTING-OFFICES. 



Valencia contains several printing-offices, 
among which Montfort's might vie, in the 
beauty of its productions,* with those of Ibarra 

* For instance, the magnificent edition of Mariana^ti 
Htstoria general 4e Espanoy iUustrada de tablas cronoiogu 
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and Sanchez^ Bodoni and Didot. To this office 
belongs also a shop for the sade of books^ where 
may be found a good assortment of Spanish 
works^ both old and new. Montfort is likewise 
the printer of the newspaper entitled Diario de 
Valencia, in which the shippings lists and other 
commercial intelligence are comihonly inserted. 
As to the history of printing in Valencia^ it 
appears that this art was' known here at an 
earlier period than at Madrid. The oldest 
•work printed at Madrid is of the year 1499 ; 
Valencia^ on the other hand^ is known to have 

» 

produced a Sallust in 1475^ and also in the same 
year^ a small Latin vocabulary with the short 
title of Compf^ehensorium. 



JREAL SOCIEPAD ECONOMICA. 

This is one of the numerous patriotic societies 
in Spain^ whose beneficial effects are incontesta- 
ble.^ It has a considerable fund^ possesses a 
select library pn the subject of rural economy, 

cas^ notasy y observactones critkas^ par D, Vicente Noguera 
y Ramon f 1784. In three yolttmes 4to.— #V. P. Bayer 
de Nummis Hebrao. Samarit, Vindic. 1791, small folio, &c. 
^ The total number in all the promces of Spain amouats 
to sixtj^two. 
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and annually offers a number of prizes and 
rewards. Their distribution conHnonly takes 
place at the anniversary meeting of the society, 
which is always held on the 9th of December^ 
in honour of the queen's birth-day. 

The following premiums were proposed by 
this society for the year 1803 : — 

Four hundred reals for the best treatise on the 
cultivation of olives^ and on the method used at 
Aix for extracting their oil. — Three hundred 
reals for the farmer who should have raised the 
greatest quantity of potatoes — a very important 
object considering j:he insufficiency of the corn 
grown in the province for its consumption.-— A 
gold medal^ of the value of three hundred reals, 
for the best treatise on the coal-mines which 
exist in Valenci^ together with observations on 
the manner of working them.— A medal, of the 
like value, for the most complete list* historical 
and critical, of all the works now extant relative 

« 

to the commerce, agriculture, manufactures, &c. 
of Valencia. 

From these particulars, it is evident that 
enlightened patriots are not wanting in Valencia. 
It is therefore to be hoped, that by the united 
efforts of so m^ny genuine , friends of their 
country, a spirit of industry and activity may be 
awakened^ notwithstanding all the endeavours of 
a despotic clergy to prevent it. 
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WALKS & OTHER AMUSEMENTS. 

Though the whole enchanting country round 
Valencia has the appearance of one immense 
garden^ yet^ for the sake of the future traveller, 
I roust not omit mentioning the walks, properly 
so called^ the Alameda, on the other side of 
the river, and the alleys of Mont Olivete, 
Brio, &c, 

I doubt if all Europe can produce a prome- 
nade superior in beauty to the Alameda. What 
magnificent alleys ! — what admirable vegetation? 
— rwhat a refreshing coolness, even in the hottest 
days of August! Here the elm, the cypress, 
the plane-tree, the orange, the pomegranate, 
the cinnamon,* and mastic-tree,f may be seen 
growing beside each other in all the luxuriance 
of a southern clime; while between them a number, 
of tall, shady. South American trees, as the chiri- 
tnoyo^X the aguacete,§ the sassafras, |i and the 
dragon-tree, H flourish in all the beauty of their 
n;ative land. 

* Laurus cinnamomum. 

1- Schinus mollcy which here {rows to a loftj, spreading 
tree. 

I Annona squamosa* ^ Laurus Persea. 

II Laiurus Sassafras. f Yucca DroconiSm 
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This magnificent Alameda is almost every 
afternoon and eyening the rendezvous of all the 
people of fashion in Valencia. The principal 
allej^ i/vhich is kept watered^ is for carriages^ 
and the four smaller collateral ones^ intersected 
by canals bordered with flowers, are for pedes* 
trians. In every part there are benches^ arbours^ 
and green-plots ; and in short, the greatest pains 
have been taken to provide in every possible 
way for the pleasure and accommodation of the 
public. 

The stranger, who for the. first time enters 
this Alameda, will assuredly imagine himself to 
be all at once transported into the groves of 
Paphos. From all sides are wafted the perfumes 
of the rose, the orange, and the narcissus; every 
thicket resounds with vocal and instrumental, 
music ; from all quarters — - O delicious, O 
celestial evenings, when all the senses revel in 
delight^ and the benign goddess sees none but 
happy mortals around her ! 

From the Alameda, a charming road, border* 
ed with beautiful country-houses and noble 
alleys, leads almost in a direct line to the village 
and port of Crrao : it is not, at most, above 
half an hour's walk ; and by the way you observe 
a multitude of mimosae, palms, sodom-apples, 
&c. mingling their superb foliage with that of a 
thousand other shrubs and trees. 
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Graois much frequented on ftccount of its situ- 
fttion on the S6ft]» and its marioe-bathi. Several 
hundreds of tartans and calesins sometimes 
arrive there on one dayjnay^ many families^ 
Aiid even whole parties^ pass months together in 
their country-houses at that place.* 

At such times Orao e:s:hibit8 much the same 
kind of scene as other bathing-places'— a great 
deal of luxury^ many amutements^ and much 
gallantry. Parties from this place likewise 
make frequent excursions upon the sea^ along its 
enchanting coast. 

Benimamet and Burjasot are similar places 
of amusement^ which are frequented during 
the summer^ and where good^ or at least gay 
company is always to be met with. In autumn 
ftusafa is the fashionable place of resort, where 
the sportsmen form brilliant aquatic shooting- 
parties on the Albufera and Dehesa. Upon the 
whole, social life experiences no want of variety 
and diversions at Valencia. ^ There are numer*- 
ous festivals, religious and political; such as 
those of San Juan, San Vicente, San Nicolas, 
Maestrania, and others ; a multitude of public 
and private theatres; and as many concerts^ 

* Strangers who chuse to do the same may find good ac- 
commodation at the iiiAs^ and' in sersral i|eat coaligusas 
houses. 



balls> rifresco$j and tertullas^ as a stranger can 
possibly desire* 

Besides this^ the fondas and the nevertaSj the 
hatellariM and coffee-houses of no Spanish 
town are so cleanly and so cheerful as those of 
Valencia* In a word^ in this enchanting country^ 
and among this gay people^ all imaginable 
facilities are afforded for enjoyments at once the 
most refined and the most free. 



ALBUFERA. 

The Albufera^ is an inlet separated by a. 
narrow neck of land from the sea^ but with 
which it is connected by means of a small chan- 
nel. It runs from north to souths extending 
from a little below the city to Culiera^ and 
being about three leagues in length and one in 
breadth. 

In consequence of its situationj which is 
below the level of the sea> a great number of 
canals^ rivulets^ and streams empty themseWes 
into it: so that the adjacent district is often 

* Thougli tliis Arabic term is used to dcndte any other 
gnlph or inlet; as, for instance, Albufera de Oropesa, de 
Alicante, &e. yet in most cases it seems to be applied ex« 
clnsiydj to ike Albufera of Valencia. 

i>2 
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overflowed in winter to the distance of severat 
leagues. The Alhufera has, however, no other 
motion than what is communicated by the in-* 
troductionor discharge of water by means of the 
sluice constructed in the^channel. 

Above the Albufera extends the Ribera, of a 
semicircular form, and entirely occupied with 
rice-fields ; below it, along the sea-coast, runs 
a narrow sand-bank, called Dehesa, which is 
covered with pines, willows, mastic and tur- 
pentine trees, but which nearer to the city, and 
particularly in the vicinity of Rusafa, has been 
converted into excellent garden-ground. 

About thirty years ago, a plan was formed 
for rendering the Albufera navigable. It was 
proposed to carry a canal into the heart of the 
country, and likewise to enlarge the port of 
Cullera, at the southern extremity of the Albu- 
fera. But whether it was owing to the great 
expence which would have been incurred, or 
to the fear of injuring the capital, I know not ; 
the plan was relinquished, and the improvement 
of the port of Valencia itself became an object 
of attention. 

If, however, the Albufera is unserviceable 
for navigation, still it procures the inhabitants 
of Valencia many other advantages. It sup** 
plies them, for instance, with abundance of ex- 
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cellent fish^ some of which are of astoniihinff 
ma^itude. 

Many parts of it, being covered with reedsj 
afford a retreat to prodigious multitudes of wa- 
ter-fowl. The aquatic parties formed from 
time to time^ to enjoy the sport of shooting these 
birds^ are very brilliant. Three hundred boats 
may often be seen assembled on these occasions*^ 
which are days of general festivity for all Valen- 
cia^ especially if to the other diversions is 
added the hunting of rabbits or shooting of par^- 
tridges^ which abound in the Efehesa. 



LA REAL MAESTRANZA. 

This is the name of four companies of knights^ 
whose origin is lost in the obscurity of the mid- 
dle ages^ and whose highly important object 
was the defence of the immaculate conception^ 
and the improvement of the breed of horses. 
They are divided among four cities^ of which 
Valencia is the third in rank f. 

These privileged Cuerposde Real Maestranza, 
as they entitle themselves^ are accustomed to 

* When all the birds are sprang, they have the appear, 
ance of a thick black cloud before the sun. They are ge. 
*nerally killed by throwing grenadoes amcmg them. 

+ The others are Granada, Seyille, and Ronda., 
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f«8embl€ only on extraordinary occasions^ suelk 
as the accession of a new soirerei^ to tht 
throne^ the birthdays of the royal feimily^ or 
the conclusion of peace. They then go in bril-^ 
liant procession^ and hold a superb townament^ 
the following description of which will probably 
tiot be read without pleasure. 

The Plaza de San Domingo is surrounded for 
this purpose with an inelosure, on one side of 
v^hich is erected a magnificent canopy^ and on, 
the other a large amphitheatre. Under the 
canopy are placed the portraits of the l^iog and 
queen^ which^ till the commencement of the 
ceremony^ are concealed by a long curtain of 
green silk; and the amphitheatre contains a 
ipaciotf s orchestra. The inclosed space is care<^ 
fully strewed with fine sand ; tod without the 
lists^ a small elevation is formed for spectators 
of the lower classes. 

It is now the hour of four in the afternoon. 
The Caballeros Maestrantes are assembled at 
the house of their colonel^ and advance in the 
best order along the principal street. Their 
splendid green uniforms^ glistening with goldj^ 
and their handsome Andalusian horses^ form an 
imposing spectacle. The knights^ commonly 
forty or fifty iu number j^ preceded by a numerous 
band of musie^ slowly approach tl])e f^otnmo^ of 
the lists. 



They adfaace ; tkey Me opposite the canApj*; 
tttihat moment the mnnc of thegrsndorchMtm 
in the amphitliefttre strikes up, ind suddenly tlw 
curtain before the splendid canopy rises. The 
portraits of the m^ettiga atid his quteo appear ; 
the kwghts salute them with their swords, and 
from all quarters resound the eltoppifig of beads 
and the loudest acciamatioDS. The knig^hts 
now ride in a slow trot round the place, saluting 
the ladies i ikey divide thMaselves into diierent 
bodies, and at length commence their ^toIu** 
tions* 

These eonslet tn a kind of military ballet, in 
m sort of skirmishing dance, in which the per<* 
formera are required to gallop in iitHh Md to 
preserve the etri^tesl order hi the exfeeiitiim of 
the extremely complicated figure, Gyett those 
who haw been in the habit of seeing similar 
performances at Astley's and oilier pla^m will 
not &il to be pleased wilh the Cahaikros Ulees* 
trantes, and in particular to admti# the beaMty 
of their steeds. 

This ballet being oyer, the iHtitig with lajM^es 
then begins, For ibis purpose, a figure of Mi- 
nerva is placed near the amphitheatre: from 
her hand hangs a ribband, to which is suspend-* 
ed an eagle, holding a nosegay of flowers in 
his beak. At this the knights aUernately 
takevsim^ till oach of them haa cut ^e rib^ 
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basd with the point of his lance. This thej 
commonly do at the first attempt; the dex- 
terity they display in the exercise being truly 
admirable. 

But vfho can describe the interest^ the enthu-- 
siasm with which the spectators behold the cere* 
monies of the Maestranza ? Every ejt is fixed 
on the mark — all hearts are divided between the 
knights. The people shout--^they dispute — they 
lay prodigious wagers; and the ladies^ in par- 
tifCular^ are either trembling with anxiety^ or 
transported with enthusiasm and joy. 
f In this manner the tournament lasts perhaps 
several hours^ till each of the knights has won a 
second prize. Again they draw up in parade^ 
salute as before/ ride once more round the place, 
and then slowly return in the same order as 
they came. At night there is commonly a ball 
and rifresco at the residence of the captain-ge- 
neral or intendant^ where each knight lays the 
prizes he has gained at the feet of his lady ; till 
at length the festival generally concludes about 
midtfig'ht with magnificent fire*worka. 



IRRIGATION. 



It has already been observed that the Valcn- 
cians divide their lands into watered and un- 
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watered^ into hiAertas and secanos, and that the 
former are hy far the most numerous. With 
infiuite U^our and great expence^ they employ 
the currents of large rivers^ and the waters of 
all the smaller streams^ in the purposes of irri-* 
gation. 

Out of the thirty- five rivers^ large and small^ 
rwhicb the l^anish geographers reckon up in 
Valencia^ it is particularly to the Xucro or 
Sucro^ and the Turia or Guadalayiar^ that a 
considerable portion of this beautiful tract of 
coast is principally indebted for its fertility. 

The Xucro^ or Sucro^ the most considerable of 
them all, rises in Castile^ and enters Valencia 
on the north*west. It then takes an easterly 
direction^ traverses the whole breadth of the 
province, and after receiving a great number of 
rivulets and smaller streams, discharges itself 
into the sea at Cullera. 

In its course it is employed in the irrigation 
of the whole country, and supplies, in particu* 
lar, a principal canal, called Acequia del Rey, * 
together with its numberless ramifications and 
subordinate canals. 

The Turia, or Guadalaviar, rises in Arragon, 

* This canal, constructed by James the Conqueror (1^76), 
commences near Antella, and runs into the Albufera de 
Valencia. 
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and likewise enters Valencia on the north-west. 
It then turns towards the sovfli-east^ runs 
through the province- from <me extremity to 
the other^ q^nd finally falls into Ihe sea near 
Valencia, 

In this manner it waters the whole tra^from 
Ademutz to Ribaraja^ and is employed with 
great advantage fox that purpose in the Hnerta 
de Fa/ewcia in particular, 

To this end four great canals have been made 
on either side of the river^ from which the wa^ 
ter is conducted throughout the whole country 
by numberless secondary canals^ * great and 
small *, 

So much for irrigation by means of the rivers^, 
whose currents at their mouths are> for this rea^ 
son^ extremely scanty and shallow. 

As to the irrigation by means of the other 
water S3 it is attended with difficulties of infi*« 
nitely greater magnitude. In this case it is 
sometimes necessary to form tunnels through 
mountains and hills^ to construct aqueducts^ 
draw-wells^ and cisterns ; in a word^ it reqyires 
immense labour and great expence. 

Sometimes th^ husbandman is obliged. to lay 
out his fields in terraces in the form of an am-< 

* Thus seyeateen Tillages receire abundance of water by 
means of the four canals on the right bank^ and thirty^iSeTeii 
from the four on the left* 
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phithegire, at others to surroind them widi 
-wMs, or to provide them with miall sluices ; nm 
tiiat tiiese ^porks demaad an intimate acquaint- 
aaeewith hydraulics^ and considerable capites. 

In regard to the node of irrigation iii general^ 
e Tory strict order aqd setere regulations are 
Mtablished, Erery parish^ every proprietor of 
an estate, and every fiirmer, has his day^ his 
hour, his minute, v^hen the water comes to 
)um, and after the expiration of his time, he is 
obliged, upon pain of incurring a heavy pu«» 
nishment, to let it flow off again. 

It is by the greater or less magnitude of the 
works, by the ease or difficulty attending this 
mode of irrigating the lands, that the price of 
them is fixed ; and the quantity of water and 
the length of time allowed for receiving it, 
frequently give occasion to the most compli- 
cated law^suits between parishes and neigh- 
bours. 

In many parts, where it was necessary to 
construct large and expensive aqueducts and 
cisterns, the undertakers of those works have 
been permitted to make a monopoly of them. 
In such places, for instance, in the Huerta de 
Alicante, Grevillrat, &c. three piastres are often 
paid for water for an hour, so that a single day 
often brings in to the proprietor seventy-two 
piastres. Hence it is easy to conceive bow the 
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stealing of water came to be considered^ in this 
country^ as a crime. 

This general system of irrigation — ^these fer* 
tile regions^ intersected by a thousand canals 
bordered with flowers, present a most interesting 
spectacle to the traveller. Every field, with its 
principal canal and its numberless ramifications, 
ejEhibits, in some measure, a miniature repre* 
sentation of the whole province. The eajth is 
clothed with verdure and with flowers ; every 
thing flourishes in fresh and charming luxuri^* 
ance; and the crystal streamlets meander with 
soft murmurs among the shady trees. 



AL6ARR0B0S. 

This is the carob-trce,* the pods of which 
are here used as food for cattle. This tree^ 
especially when it is well watered, grows to a 
great height and size ; some of them spread to 
such a degree as to be several hundred feet in 
circumference, ^and yield upwards of one hun* 
dred arrobas + of fruit. 

It is almost incredible with what rapidity 
the algarrobo grows, nQtwithstanding the hard- 

* Ceratoria siliqua. 

f An arroba is twenty-fiye pounds. 
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Hess of itswood^ in a favourable soil. Young 
trees^ only a year old^ often have stems from 
eight to ten inches thicks and branches ten or 
twelve feet long. 

The extraordinary vital force of this tree^ 
which blossoms twice a year^^ and whose sap 
is consequently in continual motion^f probably 
contributes not a little to the rapidity of its 
growth. B6 this as it may^ the algarrobo is 
one 6f the finest trees of Valencia. What 
magnificent groups ! What picturesque masses 
high arched in the azure ether ! 

T^ere are three species of algarrobos which 
are distinguished by the names of Melars, Cos^ 
ielluts, and Llindars. The Melars have longer^ 
narrower^ and lighter leaves than the others, 
and their pods contain a few drops of a sub- 
stance resembling honey. The Costelluts have 
very large dark leaves^ and their pods are said 
to be of the worst quality. The Llindars> in 
respect both to their leaves and fruit, form an 
intermediate species between the other two. 

* At the end of January, or in February, and about the 
middle of September, 

i Owing to this, the vessels of the branches often sweU, 
in yery hot weather, to such a degree as to burst the bark 
with a loud noise. The algarrobo is^ however, a very 
tender tree, and is even liable to be injured by a t»m« 
pefature of 36^. 
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The gathering of the algarrobat * is always 
a period of festivity for the country«-people o^ 
Valencia. The men provide themselves with 
reeds twenty feet long, to knock down the fruity 
which is collected by the women and children 
amidst singing and shouts of joy « Near this 
^oup feed a couple of good-natured asse^^y 
who eat of the new fruit till they are ready to 
burst. A Valencian painter has employed his 
pencil on a scene of this kind^ and his perform^ 
anee would be seed with pleasure among the 
best landscapes. 

tn the mountainous parts of Valencia^ you 
find whole woods of algarrobos^ covering the 
declivities of the steepest mountains. The in* 
dustrious country ^people often clamber up to 
. them^ at the hazard of their lives^ to collect 
their fruit for a winter stocky of fodder^ The 
cattle devour the algarrobas with great avidity^ 
and grow extremely fat upon this kind of food« 



SAN VICENTE, 



This is the patron saint of Valencia^ and hid 
festival (the 19th of April) is celebrated with 
great solemnity. The most remarkable of the 

* The tree is called algarroboy and the f rttit itlgarr^b^* 
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eeremonies is a theatrical representation of the 
miracles ascribed to him* It is a kind of pup« 
pet-show, which is exhibited on a stage erected 
for the purpose^ in the Plaza de San Domingo. 
On account of the great number of these mi-» 
racles^ a fresh subject is represented every year* 

Considered as a farce^ it is certainly worth 
while to go, for once^ to see this national ex- 
hibition. Can any things for instance^ be more 
sublime^ than the representation of the saint 
recovering a lost rice-cake^ or stopping a fe- 
Tocious bull^ with his holy water sprinkler ^ 

Who could be so reprobate as to remain 
upmovedj when he keeps a Moor^ who is falU 
ing from the Micalet^ suspended in the air ; 
or joins together the scattered members of a 
child that had been cut in pieces^ by the touch 
of a crucifix ? when he calms the billows of 
the raging ocean ; or^ in the midst of the most 
tremendous tempest^ banishes lightning for ever^ 
from the happy region of Valencia ? Learn 
then^ to pay due honour to St. Vincent^ unless 
you wish to make all the Yalencians your 
enemies. 

But lio be serious^ San Vicente, notwith- 
standing his Dominican cowl^ seems^ at the 
bottom^ to have been a meritorious character. 
He was a great friend to children^^ he never 

* For this reaion the orphaa*bouse at Valencia b under 
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dismissed the poor from his presence withoat 
felief, and he is to be regarded in some measure 
as the founder of the university of Valencia.* 

It is plain enough that the good-natured in- 
habitants of this, country have chosen a patron 
after their own heart. Let honour and respect 
then be paid to San Vicente !f 



PALM-TREES. 

« 

It is well known that botanists make a distinc- 
tion between the pahn-tree, properly so called, J 
and the dwarf palm,§ though some, on account 
of the similarity of their fructification, class 
them in the same genus. || Both are met with 
in Valencia. 

Of the former species whole woods are found, 
especially in the vicinity of Elche. In this dis- 
trict it is that the inhabitants pay the greatest 
attention to the cultivation of this tree, which 

his pecaliar protection, and is denominated Casa de hi 
Huerfanos de San Vicente. 

* In the year 1411. It was he who conceived the first 
idea of its foundation. 

f He died in the year 1419. 

j: Phosnix dactiliferar • 

^ Chamasrops hurnUU* 

II For instance, CaTaoilles himself. 



tbey consequently seem to understand better 
than those of the other parts of this province. 

Palm-trees are reared from the stones of dates^ 
and are not transplanted till the third or fourth 
year. They are then planted out in a clayey 
soil in preference to any other, three feet deep^ 
and six feet asunder, in two rows, on the bankf 
of a small canal. Care is taken to place pne 
male between two female trees. 

Here, watered every week, they gradually 
$hoot up to the height of thirty, forty, and 
even sixty feet; till at length, in the tenth 
year, they commonly begin to blossom. 

It is well known that a profit is derived, 
partly from the fruit and partly from the 
branches; the former of the female aiid the 
latter of the male trees. The fruit isdivide^ 
into sweet and bitter, candiU and acreUtsi^ 
both kinds are principally consumed in the 
country^ but small quantities of the candits 
are sent to Madrid, Barcelona, and other 
places, and sold at the rate of fifteen reals 
the arroba. 

The annual prodiice of a fruit-bearing tree, 
is estimated, upon an average^ at four arrobas^ 

^. These latt if put for forty .eight hoSrs in rinegar, ac- 
quire a most agreeable taste, but thej will not keep longer 
Ikan 9ix or f^Tm days. 
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or one hundred pounds^ of dates. Su|tp6siD^ 
that the district of Elche contains about thirtj- 
five thousand fruit^bearing trees, consequently 
that thejr yield annually one hundred and forty 
thousand arrobas of dates^ the total value, 
reckoning the arroba at only ten reals, will 
amount to 1,400,000 reals. 

Ad to the branches of the barren palm-trees, 
they are sold either in a raw state, or prepared. 
They are exported raw to every part of the 
north of Spain, and even to Genoa and Leg- 
horn, to be used in the customary ceremonies 
of Palm-Sunday. When prepared^ they form 
a very durable material for mats, baskets, 
chairs, and other articles. 

It is computed that th€re are in Elche about 
eight thousand palms which bear no fruit. 
Jleckoning each branch at' a real and a half, 
the annual value of the whole will amount to 
about eight thousand piastres. 

If, on the one hand, the cultivation of the 
palm-tree is extremely profitable, it is attended, 
on the other, with considerable danger. 

How many times, in one week only, is the 
husbandman obliged to climb up to the top, 
sometimes to examine the flowers, at others the 
fruits, and to turn them to the sun! What 
efforts a(e required to mount the rugged and 
ever-vacillant trunk, to the height of fifty or 
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sixty feet ! Yet this* may be seen every day, 
and seems^ in truth, but mere play, in compa- 
rison i/?ith the labour of forming the crown of 
the tree. 

It must be recollected that the branches 
of the barren palms only are of use to the Gulti« 
Tator. In order that they may grow straight 
4md regular, and remain white and delicate, he 
performs, in spring, a singular operation. He 
binds up all the branches into a conical bunch, 
and thatches the whole with straw or esparto. 

To accomplish this he is -obliged to expose 
himself to very great danger. It is impossible, 
without shuddering, to see him hovering about 
the bottom of^ the crown, till, with incredible 
labour, he has fastened the first cord round it, 
and thus, if I may be allowed the expression, 
laid the foundation of his cone. 

This done, he places upon it, a small ladder 
^ith twelve steps, wHch before hung near him 
upon the stem, and, mounted on the top of it, 
he encircles the crown with a second cord. 
When this is fastened, he draws up his ladder, 
which he places upon it, and carries a third 
eord round th^ crown. Thus mounting a stage 
higher with every cord, he at length' reaches 
the extreme summit of the tree. 

Having completed his cone, be throws away 
his hatchets, his cords, and, in short, every 

e2 
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thing that might embarrass him^ lets down the 
ladder along the trunks land descends as by a 
stair-case from one cord to another. He soon 
clears the cone^ and having reached the trunk, 
be glides down with the velocity of lightning 
to the soft turf at its foot. 

At the end of August the -crown requires 
tying up again. He then begins, with still 
greater danger, at the extreme point, and de*^ 
scends in the same manner as before, from one 
story to another. 

The palm-trees, it is well known, have very 
short roots, and therefore draw from the earth 
a very small portion of its virtue. They like- 
wise cast but little shade, so that a great num- 
ber of other vegetables may be raised beneath 
them. 

Of these circumstances the inhabitants of 
Elche fail not to avail themselves. Under their 
alleys of palm-trees they always sow sandias, 
garden-herbs, and culinary vegetables. It is 
to be regretted^ that the cultivation of this useful 
tree is not more general in the warmer parts of 
Valencia. 

To make amends, however, the above* 
mentioned dwarf-palms are so much the more 
common, for they propagate themselvjes spon«- 
taneously, with their long-stalked, fan*shaped 
leaves, in every uncultivated spot. 



^ 
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Th€ kerneli and roots^ which tettmhle the 
i^rtichoke in Uiste, are sometimes eaten or used 
as food for cattle. With the leates and their 
stalks are made all kinds of matting and basket** 
work^^* and the fiae^ reticular membrane under 
the bark^ furnishes excellent wadding for 
cannon. 



PU'RJASOT. 

This beautiful village, about three miles frotti 
Valencia, is situated on a charming hill, which 
commands a view of the whole huerta, and is 
much frequented as a summer retreat on account 
of the puritj'of its air Accordingly Burjasot 
contains a ^reat number of handsome houses and 
pleasant gardens, and for eight months of the 
jear you may live there in the best company. 

Burjasot is farther remarkable for its subter^ 
raneous granaries, forty- one in number, dug in 
the hill. They are called in Yalencian S(;>s, and 
in Spanish Silos. Without quoting Columella^ 
Varro^ Sec. we shall merely state, with Escolano 
and Civanilles, that these Sijes were not con^ 
structed till the year 1573. 

^ This is die employment of manjr hundreds of women 
ftnd children, especially at Villcnueva, SUla, Senija, 4pc. 
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To descend to particulars^ they are perpendi- 
cular pits from thirty to fifty feet deep^ that lead 
to a magazine from 180 to 190 feet square^ 
constructed of masonry covered with fayence^ 
in which corn keeps wonderfully well. They 
are now the principal magazines ofValencia^ 
but are seldom more than one-third fulK* 

Over these Sijes there is a handsome terrace, 
which overlooks the whole huerta. For the 
rest^ Burjasot is well worth the trouble of a 
visit on account of its figs and the monument 
of Francisca Advenant — a celebrated actress. 

Strangers who wish to spend a few days or 
part of the summer at this place may find. good 
accommodations^ in a posada, which is remark- 
able for its cleanliness^ and in several private 
houses. A neat furnished apartment, with an 
alcove and attendance may be had at the rate of 
from eighteen to twenty shillings per month ; 
but in winter might be procured for about half 
that sum. 

But at that season of the year^ a residence at 
Benimamet^ which is situated somewhat lower, 
IS perhaps preferable for invalids : there they 
will find as good accommodations, and equally 

^ There are other Sijes at Nules, but they are not more 
than from twelve to twenty feet in depth, acnd from eight to 
twelve feet square. 
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pleasant walks. Those who chuse to remote 
to a greater distance from the capital^ would do 
well to go to Gaodia^ a charming village seven 
leagues from Valencia. 



CHUFAS. 

The Cyperus esculentus, in Spanish Juncia 
avellanada, or vulgarly Chufa, is met with wild 
throughout all Valencia; butisnot^ strictly speak- 
ings cultivated except at Alm^sera and Alboraya 
The method of proceeding is as follows: — 

* 

They are generally planted at the lieginning 
of July^ ten or twelve bulbs together^ in holes 
about six inches asunder. 

As soon as the first shoots begin to appear^ 
which they commonly do on the fourth or fifth 
day^ the field must be watered^ and this ope- 
ration must be repeated every ten days. It is 
unnecessary to observe^ that they must also be 
kept carefully weeded. 

The Chufa continues to grow till the end of 
September^ when it begins to flower. This, 
however, must be prevented, in order that the 
bulbs may grow to a larger size. By the end 
of October, these, bulbs have arrived at perfect 
maturity; they are accordingly taken up in the 
usual way, and conveyed to the store-house. 
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Iti drying ihey lose about one-third of their 
i;)reight^ and are then sold for twelve reals the 
srroba. They are t)ut into water for twelve 
hours, and are then eaten as sauce^ or used at 
Madrid, Valencia^ &c. for making a kind of 
almond*niilk, there known by the name of 
Orchatas de Chufas: 



LOS REYES. 

Los Reyes, or according to its proper appel* 
lation^ San Miguel de Los Reyes, is' a convent of 
Jeronjmites, half a league from Valencia. It 
is built on the same plan as the Escurial, and 
seems to have been erected by the same architect* 
It contains a great number of good pictures by 
Joanes^ Ribalta, and Zarinena. A considerable 
collection of manuscripts,^ principally of the 
ancient classics^ among which is one of Livy in 
five volumes foliOj is particularly deserving of 
pot ice. 

This convent is endowed for sixty-two monks^ 
who possess a revenue of twenty-seven thousand 
piastres^ and consequently have enough to do 
to enjoy the good things of this beautiful 
country^ without troubling their heads about 
study. 

* It coBtaias one bundled and fifty Tolumei. 
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ALPARGATE8. 

The mild^ delicious climate of Valencia^ 
which renders all the wants of life less urgent^ 
is likewise favourable to the simple and original 
covering for the feet^ which to judge from its 
name^ appears to have been in use in the times 
of the Moors, 

Alpar gates are light shoes made of hemp or 
esparto^ with a platted sole an inch thicks the 
bc^ttom of which is besmeared with pitch. 
The quarters never exceed an inch and a half 
in height^ and the upper leather is not more than 
three or four long. 

These Alpargates are bound with ribbands^ 
the ends of whicH serve to tie them. They 
cross each other upon the leg as high as the 
calf^ and in full dress are adorned with a pro- 
fusion of fringes, bows, &c, 

A queen is not so proud of the most costljr 
part of her dress, as a Yalencian country-girl 
of her Sundaj-alpargates, tied with red and 
blue ribbands,*^-- For the rest they are the most 
convenient and the cheapest shoes that can be 
^evised^ and are in consequence a very profit** 
able article of trade in various parts of 
Valencia. 
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At Uxo, Chelva, Forcal, ,and Millares^ for 
example, three or four hundred persons, most 
of whom are unfit for laborious occupations^ 
are employed in the manufacture of alpargates, 
and find a market for from twenty to twenty-four 
thousand pair a year. Estimating the value of 
each pair at from two to three reals, the annual 
amount of their earnings i^ from forty-eight ta 
seventy-two thousand reals. 



EARTHQUAKES. 

Let not this word excite in the mind of the 
reader an idea of the tremendous catastrophes 
of Lisbon and Messina ! In Valencia they are 
Itothing but slight transient horizontal undula- 
tions, to which its inhabitants are so accustom-* 
ed, that they scarcely take notice of them. 

But, it may be asked, must there not have 
been some explosions ? — Certainly : but they 
have been extremely rare; they all appear to 
have been but partial ; and none of them ever 
attained the degree of violence that distinguish- 
ed those, which « other countries have com* 
mitted such terrific devastations. The chroni- 
cles of Valencia make mention of no more than 
two of these visitations, one of which occurred 
in 1645, and the other in 1748 : on both occa* 



BARTHQUAKE8. — PITA. 
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sions fbe most violent shock lasted scarcely seven* 
teen minutes.' 

Alas ! tben^ and has the fairest portion of 
Spain^ the paradise of Europe^ reason to dread 
that it may possibly be swallowed up by an 
earthquake ! — Unhappy hypochondriac ! Who 
would make himself miserable about every pos- 
sibility ? Beneath the genial sky of Valencia^ 
who could ever conceive such an idea ? 

Ye strangers who have a desire to visit, 
Valencia^ be perfectly easy on this subject ! 
Along the coasts and especially in the Huerta de 
Valencia, a shock of any continuance was never 
experienced. 



PITA. 



This is the American aloe^ which here multi- 
plies in an extraordinary manner in dry situa- 
tions^ and on account of its prickly impenetrable 
leaves^ may be used with great advantage for 
the fences of fields^ gardens^ dnd high roads. 
From the leaves are likewise made cords^ bridles^ 
tassels^ fringes^ and other articles of a coarser or 
finer texture. 

Before the leaves can be employed for these 
purposes^ they are prepared in the following 
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manner: — Tbey are cut oflf at the root,* and 
after they have been thoroughly crushed upon 
a stone« they are tied up in bundles of ten or 
twelve together. 

This done they are fastened by the upper end 
to a stone table placed aslant^ and then scraped 
with a sharp dentated instrument of iron^ till 
the fibres are cleared of all the spongy particles 
and are completely separated from each other. 
These fibres are dried in the air, and after being 
dyed any colour that is desired^ they are used 
without farther preparation for articles of a 
coarser tekture. 

Those intended for finer works require to be 
passed through a kind of ley, which gives them 
the delicacy and softness of the best silk. This 
mode of preparation seems as yet to be a secret; 
at least, in the year 1798, it was practised by 
only one manufacturer. 

The fibres of the aloe, mixed with hemp, are 
also used for making very good cloth. In this 
case the former are dyed blue, and with the 
hemp, which is of a yellow hue, produce a 
kind of mixed stufi*. 

* This mnst be done only in July and August* None 
but the middlemost leaves are taken for this purpose^ tho 
outer and innermost being too soft. 
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The peasantry here and there convert the 
leaves of the aloe to a very diflfereiit purpose. 
They cut them small^ and give them to their oxen 
to eiat. They are accounted an extremely re- 
freshing food in hot weather ; at least the cattle 
devour them with avidity. 

Such are the aloes of this country. Whoever 
beholds for the first time the row^ of blooming 
aloes^ twenty or thirty feet high^ 4bat line the 
high-roads in the south of Spain, and ej^tend 
farther than the eye can reach, will not be able 
to think without a sjnile of our hot-houses and 
their diminutive productions. 



PORTA CEU. 

Porta Celi is a Carthusian convent, four 
leagues from Valencia, on the declivity of a 
mountain which commands an enchanting pros- 
pect. Every thing here breathes tranquillity, 
r^ose, and religious seclusion. The neat cells, 
the rose-bushes before the windows, the lofty 
plane-trees in the burial-ground — every object 
around this asylum excites a sentiment of deli- 
cious peace and meek resignation. 

The amateur of the arts who visits Porta Celt 
should not forget to see^the superb marble co- 
lumns in the church, and sevieral good pictures 
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in the sacristy^ by Alonzo Cano and EspinOsa. 
Among the latter^ a Madonna feeding the in-* 
fant Jesus is particularly vrortby of notice. 

To the botanist the neighbouring mountains 
Mrill afford not less gratification. Here he will 
find thick bushes of the cistus^ phillyrea^ straw- 
berry-tree (arbutus unedoj, wild laurel ( vibur^ 
num tinus),' mastic tree (pistacia lentiscus), 
oleander {nerium oleander) ; besides a profu- 
sion of beautiful andropogons^ hyacinths^ pop- 
pies of every kind^ heath low pines (coris), 
forming the most beautifully variegated inter- 
inixture. 

Porta Celi is remarkable for another curiosity^ 
which ought not to escape the notice of any 
traveller. This is the Vino de la Cartuxa, 
which is cultivated almost exclusively on the 
domains belonging to the monastery^ and is 
sold at the rate of from' eight to ten reals a 
bottle. Thus richly supplied with all the gifts 
of nature^ Porta Celt might indeed seem to be, 
if not heaven itself, at least ( as its name im-» 
plies ) the gate of the celestial regions. 

EARTHEN.WARE. 

There are in this province numerous manu- 
factories of earthen-ware *, among which that 

* For instance^ at Ribesalles, Onda, Maniscs, &c. 
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oF Alcora^ twenty leagues to the north of the 
^apital^ is particularly distinguished for the ex^ 
cellent quality of its productions. An article 
that vfe ought by no means to forget to mention 
is the Azulejos, or small squares of earthen- 
ware, with which Alcora supplies the whole 
province. They are used for covering the 
floors and walls of rooms, and are extremely 
favourable to cleanliness. 

They keep out the heat in summer, and the 
damp in winter ; and, when designed for the 
purpose of embellishment, they are painted with 
figures of every kind. The manuCacturers have 
discovered, the art of giving them the most vivid 
colours; but in respect to red, their efforts 
seem as yet not to have been crowned with com* 
plete success. 

As to the other wares made at Alcora, they 
are remarkable for the fineness of the grain and 
the elegance of their forms. The same may be 
said of the manufacture of porcelain^ which 
has likewise been attempted and brought to a 
high degree of perfection, with the assistance of 
.workmen from Sevres, in France. 

Exclusive of these manufactories of earthen- 
ware, of which that at Manises furnishes a 
coarser kind of Azul^os, the province of Valen- 
cia contains a great number of potteries, sueh as 
those of Alaqvas, Canals^ Liria, Segorbe^ &c* 
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trliich supply the whole country and the ntdgh* 
bouring provinces with neat commodities^ an^: 
at a cheap rate. 



PUZOL. 

Puzol^ a small^ handsome place> surrounded , 
with the most beautiful plantations^ about three 
leagues from the capital^ has been for, ages the 
usual country-residence of most of the arch* 
bishops of Valencia. 

What renders PuKol particularly worthy of 
the attention of the traveller^ is the botanical 
garden, of considerable extent^ formed there 
about eighty years since by one of those pre^ 
lates^ and which underwent a thorough refor<- 
mation in 1799. 

It is probp.bIy owing to the zeal of the cele^ 
brated CavaoiUes^ who was a native of Valencia, 
that we may here behold the most beautiful and 
•carce pbints intermingled in charming confusion. 
Herayou meet^ for instance^ with several species 
of yucca^ cactus^ and mimosa ; the parkinsonian 
the poinciana^ the cupressus disticha ( in Spa* 
kiisb, cipres ahleado ), and a choice collection of 
salvias^ sidas, malvas^ geraniums^ &c. all of tha 
movt luxuriant growth. The budleia here . 
shoots up to a stately tree, and the usteria 
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pedant climbs up the ^alls. All the plants 
lire arranged according to tte Linnasan classic 
fi cation. 

This garden mighty nevertheless^ still be «<*> 
riched with a great number of other plants^ and by 
DO means common ones, that grow in its. vieinitjr; 
Amobg these I would include, for instance; the 
lo«flingia faispanica, the ornithopodium niiivisi 
the iberis sempervirens^ the narcissus jonquilla^ 
a multitude of rare cistuses, the different Spe- 
cies of the cyperus, &c. 

» • 

* 

CULTIVATION OF RlOE. 

1 

Rice was formerljr cultivated, with a kind of 
mania, alotfg almost the whole coast of ValeD*^ 
cia^ and even in the interior of the province, 
especially on the banks of the principal rivers. 
At present, the culture of this article is more 
limited ; but still 200^000 hanegadas * are regu- 
larly sown with it. The annual produce is 
estimated at 291j700 cahices f, valued at 
43,755,000 reals. 

* One hanegada is equal to four hundred estadales. An 
estadal is fire square feet, consequently a Hanegada contains 
tiro thonsond aquarefeet. 

f A coftfic is estimated at two hundred pounds. 
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It fhoold be obierved, Hiat a cM% aod n half 
of rice in the chaff is worth 235 real«> and 930 
if separated from it. In the latter caaa, the 
ughbten har^hiUas contaioed in a cahiz and a 
)ialf lose an eighth part of their weiglit^ and are 
tfam called a little tnUUr'a cahiz. The riee 
raised in Valeneia is exported to ufanost aU tlie 
prof ineet of SpaiOj and conseqaently fornn a 
profitiaMe article of commerce. 

Ne?ertkelessj upon a strict ezaminatioa, all 
these advantages will be found to be but illn* 
sory. In spite of all that can be urged by the 
speculators in rice^ it has been proved to a de«^ 
monstration^ Itot At cultivation of this grain is 
litigl^ly injurious not only to the population of 
the country^ hv^ also to the culture of otiier 
productions. 

In the first place ^ in respect to population^ it 
will be sufficient to consult the registers of 
births and deaths during the last fifty-seven 
years. In that period the births in the rice dis^^^ 
tricts . amount to 36^248^ and the deaths to 
39^595 : in the more healthy parts> on the con- 
trary^ ^e find 4^,022 births, and only 29,^30 
deaths. On comparing these data, it appears 
that io the- latter districts the number of lurths 
was greater by 5774» and that of deaths less by 
996&> which in the above fiftynieviw years gives 
an excess of ,15,739 persons. 
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A great mwili^er of calculatiois bave ui lika 
^Banner [Nroved to a demoprtratipB^ that io tlio«e 
dMtricti in which the culture of rice has beea 
relio^uUhed^ the populatioii hu almost doubled 
ivilhia the last twenty years. 

With reefect to the pemieiotts iofliience of 
the cukivation of rice on that of other produe- 
, iumM, this positioo seems to be as fully proved 
as the other. At Turia, for instance^ wheo rice 
was cuUiTtted there> the value of the silh^ wine, 
aid oUves^ raised by the iuhabitaiits^ scarcely 
amounted to 25^000 piastres ; but now the an- 
nual produce of those articles is not less thao ' 
36^000. This gives a surplus of 11 ^000 piastres; 
consequently more^ or at least as mueh, as the 
cvltufe of rice would have yielded^ with iniir 
« nitely greater detriment to health. 

" But/* H may be advanced^ '^ the cuUtva* 
tion of ripe is rendered indispensably necessary 
by the whole econoniital situation of Yaleticaa. 
We can scarcely raise corn enough for six 
saontlu in the year ; and shall we neglect so ex^ 
cellent a substitute — a commodity which may 
; be so advantageously exchanged for the wheat 
of Castile and La Mancba ? '' 

'^ Very good ! But why have you appropri- 
ate4 w many . fertile fields to the culture of 
rice ? Why will you cultivate this substitute 
with the greatest toil^ and the most evident in- 

f2 
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jury to population, when you might raise the 
best wheat with much less trouble and without 
any danger ? Why would you have an article 
of exchange, when the commodity for which you 
barter it might be produced in your own coun- 
try, with far greater certainty and at a much 
cheaper rate ? Your nierchants indeed, who 
enrich themselve3 at your expence, and receive 
a profit upon both articles, daily assure you to 
the contrary : but only make the experiment ; 
confine the cultivation of rice to the already 
marshy tracts contiguous to the Albufera, and 
you will have no occasion to import corn into 
your province/* 

So much for the cultivation of rice in general* 
I shall now subjoins few particulars relative to 
the method which is here pursued. 

The rice is either sown in the field where it 
is intended to remain, or it is transplanted in 
preference, in order to obtain a more abundant 
crop. The young plants are removed twice ; 
the first time at the beginning of May, and 
four weeks afterwards, when they are about a 
foot high. 

Three or Yoar plants are put into one hole, 
but in such a manner as to leave an interval of 
about a foot between each plant. After this^ 
as in the first month, they must be covered with 
water to the depth of at least two feet; and it 
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I 

must not be let off more than a few days at 
midsummer^ for the sake of weeding the rice. 

The latter now continues to grow^ till towards 
the end of August it begins to flower, and 
in a, month afterwards it is perfectly ripe. It is 
then cut and trodden out^ as well as the corn, 
by mules ; after which, it is carried to be 
ground: The mill is constructed in the sam^ 
manner as a common corn-mill, with this dif* 
ference, that the stone is covered with cork. 
;A11 the operations attending the culture of rice 
are extremely laborious, ^especially reaping, 
which must always be performed in water. 

Whoever has the courage to venture upon a 
journey through a rice country will often ob- 
serve the fields there transformed as if by en* 
chantment. In the morning, for instance, he 
inay see them covered with ripe grain ; by noon, 
half of it is cut down ; . at night the land is al- 
ready ploughed, and by day*break you find it 
occupied by fresh rice*plants, a foot high. 
These metamorphoses arc very common in Va- 
lencia. 



BENIDORM. 



This is a small, well-built, and extremely 
populous village on the coast, whose inhabitants 
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are perhaps the most expert fishermeti in the 
whole province of Valencia, they ate cele- 
brated^ in particular^ for their dexterity hi the 
^at tunny-fishety ; for which reason they are 
generally selected^ in preference^ for the annual 
idmudr abas hetvr ten Tortosa and Garfliagena. 

The tunny is universal ly know A : at least a 
description and figure of it may be found in 
erery system of natural history. It will be re- 
collected that it is a migratory fish^ which always 
iiwims in large shoals^ and repairs to the shores 
in the spawning season. This instintt of mi- 
gration^ implanted in the tunny^ gave occasion 
to the almadraba!r^ in the conduct of which 
the^ expert fishermen of Benidorm partieularly 
«tccl. 

An almadraba is an inclosure of large mstM, 
formed in general at the distance bf about tw6^ 
hundred fathoms from the c^ast. The stnalleftt 
almadraba must be at least one hundred a<td 

■ 

thirty fathoms in lengthy and from eighteen to 
thirty fathoms in breadth^ and must be made of 
the best and strongest esparto nets *. 

It is then divided into several compartments^ 
called chambers, which gradually grow narrower 

* These nets are sunk by means of large stones^ todie 
depth of from twenty to tweuty-fiTe fathoms. They are 
fastened to anchors, and are kept afloat by moans of 
corks. 
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from the mouthy and are eonnectod by aperturai 
of proper dimensioBa. Of these chambera^ the 
farthest, deDomiiiatod Camera tk la muirteg is 
the narrowest and the most important. 

It if evident that Hie ol^ect of the fishernan 
mult be to drive the tuniues into this enclosure : 
this is easily effected by means of a narrow pas^ 
jage> formed by nets extending from the shore 
to the entrance of the almadraba^ into which 
the tunnies are allured by baats^ or driven by 
boats stationed at intervals for the purpose. 

In this manner the tunnies are often colleeted 
to the number of five or six bundled, and even 
more^ in the almadraba, where, by a gradual 
contraction of the netii, they are driven from 
one chamber into another. This must, however, 
be done with gieat caution, till at length tbey 
are all crowded into the camera de la muerte, 
which is likewise provided underneath with very 
strong nets. 

They are now let out one after the other by a 
small aperture, and killed so adroitly with a single 
stroke, that the fiih is obliged to spring of itself 
into the boat which receives it. 

Such are the almadrabas for catching the 
tunny, for which purpose our fishermen of 
Benidbrm are selected in preference to all their 
countrymen. This employment pays them so 
well, that, after every season, which lasts from 
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four to five monthu,*- the worst hand earriet 
home at least six hundred reals. 

It is ■ easy to procure an opportunity, of wit- 
nessing the operations of this fishery. It is 
miftcient to obtain a letter of reeoromeBdation 
from the commissioner of the navy^ or merely 
to. make a present of a few piastres to the- arraez 
( or captain ) of one of the boats . If you take care 
to provide yourself with half a dozen bottles of 
wine^ and other suitable refreshments^ you will 
have no reason to be dissatisfied with the manner 
in which you have spent the day. 

An almadra^ia indeed affords a spectacle 
replete with interest and animation. All . the 
boats .are stationed about the passage, all hands 
are engaged with the. nets, from all sides are 
heard 'the commands of the arraez intermingled 
with shouts of joy. 

Bounding incessantly in living circles, these 
great fishes rush with a loud noise into the 
almadraba, and cooped up more and more closely 
every moment, they soon fill the whole interior 
space with their prodigious fins. 

tn this manner they leap and swim in wanton 
sportiveness, till at length the almadraba is 
drawn quite close upon them, and the decisive 
moment of their fate arrives. 

* From April to September. 
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The boats station themselves abaut the rear of 
the net^ where the • fish are seen crossing each 
other in thick crowds. The pilot now gives 
the signal^ the door of the net is opened^ the 
arraez brandishes his hatchet^ and^ as if raised 
by a magic . power^ one fish after the other 
springs at every stroke into the tottering boat. 

The sea reflects the brilliant rays of the sun^ 
and a refreshing coolness is wafted from its 
friendly bosom. All is life and motion; far as 
the eye can reach^ the liquid plain is covered 
with busy mortals. But wherefore this descrip- 
tion-— when the immortal Vernet has transfused 
the living scene into his admirable picture 
entitled La Peche du Thpn ? 
. Besides the tunny fishery^ the inhabitants of 
Benidorm are likewise engaged in that of pil- 
chards^ which has also its peculiar charms^ and 
which a thousand little circumstances render 
still more interesting. Strangers^ who are fond 
,of these diversions^ will find abundant amuse- 
ment for three or four days at Benidorm. 

The village itself is farther remarkable for 
. the industry of the women, who here undertake 
all the labours of rural economy, in which they 
display equal activity and intelligence. 
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Among the different species of soda-plants;, or 
glass-worts^ found on the coast of Valencia and 
Murcia^ the barilla {sal$ola sativa) deserves 
the first place. Without entering into a hotan* 
leal desicription of this well-known plant> we 
shall here only introduce a few new particulars 
respecting its cultivation and use. 

The barilla thrires* best in a warno, drj> 
nitrous soil^ and is sown towards the end of 
May* If this happens to be done immediateljr 
before rain^ the plant appears above ground in 
twenty-four hours. 

It grows to about a foot and a half in height^ 
and three feet in circumference^ till at length 
its bluish green leaves assume a reddish tint> 
which generally takes place in the month of 
August. 

It is then pulled up, tied together in small 
bundles^ and laid for a few days in a sunnyplace 
to dry. These bundles are then piled up into 
large heaps^f and stones are laid on the top of 



* * This word is sometimes used to denote tlM plaat^ 
ft others the soda olitained from it. ' 

+ These are called garverones* They are generally a 
foot square at the bottom^' and from four to four feet and a 
half high. 
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tham to prereot their being blown down by the 
wind. 

When the barilla is ready for burnings large 
lidles* are made near these heaps^ and 
beated all orer to the depth of tome inches at 
leasts by means of a continual fire. On this the 
ashes are carefully cleared out^ the barilla is 
laid in lightly by three or four btindtes at a time> 
and slowly burned. 

It is to be obserted^ that the person employed 
in tiiis business should always chuse the wind^ 
ward side of the pit^ and dose the aperture, 
but take care to leave a large air-hole on either 
side. 

In this manner one portion of the barilla is 
burned* after another; but the ignited soda 
must not be touched till about one third of the 
barilla is consumed. 

The fire-men engaged in this occupation 
BOW take their long iron crooks, and turn and 
twirl about the mass in fiery circles, for ten or 
fifteen minutes^ with the utmost violence. 

Another third is now burned, and the same 
operation repeated, but for ten minutes longer. 
The last third is then added, after which the 

a Tlieir diliiensioiis are determined by the quantity of 
barilla that is to be burned. For a pile of teti hundred 
weight, a hole of about one cubic foot and a half is made. 
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m^hole mass is stirred ilp^ for the third and last 
time, at least for half an hour together.* . 

It is then left: to cool; the feole being previ- 
viously covered with earth, till, at the end of 
two or three days, ift may be taken otit in the 
form' of a completely vitrified substance.. : 

This barilla forms a very lucrative branch of 
commerce for the province of Valencia. It is 
sold at the rate of from sevefaty to eighty^ and . 
sometimes so high as one hundred and ten reals 
the hundred, weight ; and it is coniputed that 
upon an average between seven and eight tbou-* 
sand tons are annually exported to Kngland^i 
France, and other countries. f 

It may be observed by the way that Valencia 
produces many of the inferior sp.ecies of glass- 
worts, J; , from v^rhich the soda, § properly so 

* These operations are termed chaqveaduras. 

f Barifla, it is well known, is used for making glass. The 
best is dry, clear, porous, and of a bluish green. The pieces 
should be sonorous : when wetted they should not emit a 
mouldy smell, and they ought not to be covered with n 
greenish incrustation. 

J These are the following : — 1. ^guasuly a species of 
Mesembryanthemum. 2. ScUicor ; the salicornia herba^. 
cea. 3. Sosa prima; the Chenopodium maritimum; 
4. Sosablanca; the Chenopod. alb. 5. Sosagorda; the 
Salsosa vermicular. 6. Sosa lenosa; the Salsola rosacea. 
7. Hierba delaplata; the Mesembr. cry^taU* 

§ Called by the Spaniards Sosa^ 
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called^ is made. Of this article^ which is 
chiefly used by the soap-boilers^ about fourteea 
hundred tons^ worth from eight hundred to a 
thousand reals per ton^ are yearly exported to 
England^ France^ and Holland. 



EPIDEMIC DISEASES. 

These are not prevalent over the whole pro** 
Tince, but only ia certain partsj which the tra- 
veller would consequently do well, to avoids 
These parts are the Huerta de Alicante, the 
district of Oropesa, the lordship of Museros, 
and in general all those tracts in which rice is 
still cultivated. 

In the Huerta de Alicante, at Oropesa, and 
Museros, where tbere are several lagoons and 
marshes, scarlet fever is most common; but in 
)the rice districts, for instance, on the banks of 
the Rtberas del Xucar, putrid fever seems to be 
endemial. 

In the Huerta de Alicante the contagion is 
most virulent in the summer months; but in 
the other parts it is most common in autumn 
and winter. At such times it often assumes 
a character truly pestilential, and carries off, 
twenty or five-and-twenty persons in a day. 

However, to confess the truth, the injudi- 
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tat p^rliaps the most expert fishermim id the 
whole province of Valencia, they arc cele- 
brated^ in particular^ for their dexterity in the 
great tunny-fisbefy ; for which reason they are 
generally selected^ in preference^ for the annual 
aimndrabas between Tottosa and Garthagena. 

The tunny is universally knowfi : at least a 
description and figure of it may be found in 
iBTcry system of natural history. It Will be re- 
elected that it is a migratory fisb^ which always 
ilwims in large shoals^ and repairs to the shores 
in the spawning season. This instintt of mi- 
gration^ implanted in the tunny^ gave ociiiasion 
to the almadrabas^ in the conduct of which 
the expert fishermen of Benidorm parti<5ulairl)r 
fjxccl. 

Analmadraba is an inclosure of lar^nebi, 
formed in general at the distance bf about tw6 
hundred fathoms from the coast. The smallest 
almadrabk must be at least one hundred afid 
thirty fathoms in lengthy and from eighteen to 
thirty fathoms iu breadth^ and must be made of 
the best and strongest esparto nets *. 

It is then divided into several compartments, 
called chambers^ which gradually grow narrower 

* These nets are sunk by means of large stones,, to tke 
depth of from twenty to tweuty-fiye fathoms. Thej Are 
fastened to anchors, and are kept afloat bj means of 
cor1(8. 
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from the mouthy and are comiectad by apdrturti 
of proper dimentioM. Of theie chambera^ tht 
fartheat, dcoooiiiiatad Camera de la mutrte^ is 
the narrowast and th^ mott impcqrtant. 

It if evident that the olyect of the fisheroMi 
must be to drive the tiuuues into this enclosure : 
this is easily effected by oieans of a narrow pas^ 
sBge, fermed by nets extending from the shore 
to the entrance of the almadraba^ into which 
the tunnies are allured by baits^ or driven by 
boats stationed at intervals for the purpose. 

In this manner the tunnies are often collected 
to the number of five or six hundred^ and even 
more^ in the almadraba^ where^ by a gradual 
contraction of the netsi, they are driven from 
one chamber into another. This must^ however^ 
be done with great caution^ till at length they 
are all crowded into the camera de la muerte> 
which is likewise provided underneath with very 
strong nets. 

They, are now let out one after the other by a 
small aperture^ and killed so adroitly with a single 
stroke^ that the fish is obliged to qiring of itself 
into the boat which receives it. 

Such are the almadrabas for catching the 
tunnyj for which purpose our fishermen of 
Benidorm are selected in preference to idl their 
countrymen. This employment pays them so 
wellj that^ after every season^ which lasts from 
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four to five months^ *^ the worst hand earriet 
home at least six hundred reals J 
• It is . easy to procure an opportunity, of wit* 
nessing the operations of this fishery. It is 
sulKcient to ohtatn a letter of reeommendation 
from the commissioner of the navy^ > or merely 
to. make a present of a few piastres to the? arraez 
(orcaptain) ofoneof theboats. If you take care 
to provide yourself with half a dozen bottles of 
wine^ and other suitable refreshments^ you will 
have no reason to be dissatisfied with the manner 
in which you have spent the day. 

An almadra|)a indeed aflfords a spectacle 
replete with interest and animation. All . the 
boats .are stationed about the passage^ all bands 
are engaged with the. liets^ from all sides are 
heard 'the commands of the arraez intermingled 
with shouts of joy. 

Bounding incessantly in living circles^ these 
great fishes rush with a loud noise into the 
almadraba^ and cooped up more and more closely 
every moment^ they soon fill the whole interior 
space with their prodigious fins. 

In this manner they leap and swim in wanton 
sportiveness^ till at length the almadraba is 
drawn quite close upon them^ and the decisive 
moment of their fate arrives. 

I 

* From April to September^ 
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The boats station themselves about the rear of 
the net^ where tbe • fish are seen crossing each 
other in thick crowds. The pilot now gives 
the signal^ the door of the net is opened^ the 
arraez brandishes his hatchet^ and^ as if raised 

by a magic . power, one fish after the other 

< ' . ' 

springs at every stroke into the tottering boat. 

The sea reflects the brilliant rays of the sun^ 
and a refreshing coolness is wafted from its 
friendly bosom.. All is life and motion; far as 
the eye can reach, the liquid plain is covered 
with busy mortals. But wherefore this descrip- 
tion — when the immortal Vernet has transfused 
the living scene into his admirable picture 
entitled La Peche du Thpn ? 

Besides the tunny fishery, the inhabitants of 
Benidorm are likewise engaged in that of pil- 
chards, which has also its peculiar charms^ and 
which a thousand little circumstances render 

■ 

still more interesting. Strangers, who are fond 
.of these diversions, will find abundant amuse- 
ment for three or four days at Benidorm. 

The village itself is farther remarkable for 
the industry of the women, who here undertake 
all the labours of rural economy, in which they 
display equal activity and intelligence. 
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Among tbe differoit qiecies of soda-plnis^ or 
glait-worte^ found on the coast of Valencift wad, 
Murcia, the hartUa {taUola sativaj deserfea 
the first place. Without entering into a botan- 
ical description of this well-known plant> we 
shall here only introduce a few new particulait 
respecting its cultivation and use. 

The barilla thrires. best in a warm, drj^ 
nitrous soil^ and is sown towards the end of 
Maj* If this happens to be done immediately 
before rain^ the plant appears aboTo ground in 
twenty-four hours* 

It grows to about a foot and a half in height^ 
and three feet in circumference^ till at length 
its bluish green leaves assume a reddish tint> 
which generally takes place in the month of 
August. 

It is then pulled up, tied together in small 
bundles^ and laid for a few days in a sunnyplace 
to dry. These bundles are then piled up into 
large heaps^f and stones are laid on the top of 

* * This word is someiimei used to denote tke phuit^ sad 
ft others the soda obtsined from it* ^ 

•f These are called garverones. They are generally a 
foot square at the bottom^ and from four to foar feet and a 
half high* 
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them to prerent their being blown down by the 
wind. 

When the barilla is ready for burnings large 
^les* are made near these heaps^ and 
heated all o?er to the depth of some inches at 
leasts by means of a continual fire. On this the 
ashes are carefully cleared out^ the barilla is 
laid in lightly by three or four btindles at a time> 
and slowly burned. 

It is to be obsertedj that the person employed 
in tiiis business should always chuse the wind*^ 
ward side of the pit^ and dose the aperture, 
but take care to leave a large air*hole on either 
side* 

In this manner one portion of the barilla is 
burned after another; but the ignited soda 
must not be touched till about one third of the 
barilla is consumed. 

, The fire-men engaged in this occupation 
now take their long iron crooks, and turn and 
twirl about the mass in fiery circles^ for ten or 
fifteen minutes^ with the utmost violence. 

Another third is now burned, and the same 
operation repeated, but for ten minutes longer. 
The last third is then added, after which the 

a Their dimensions are determined by die quantity of 
barilla that is to be burned. For a pile of ten hundred 
a hole of about one cubic fbot sad a half is made. 
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are p^rbaps the most exptti fishermeti id tfae 
whole province of Valencia. They ate cele- 
brated^ in particular^ for their dexterity in the 
^at tunny-fishery ; for which reason they are 
generally selected^ in preference^ for the annual 
^mndrabas between Tof tosa and Garthagena. 

The tunny is universally known : at least a 
description and figure of it may be found in 
iBTery system of natural history. It will be re- 
collected that it is a migratory fisb^ which always 
^wims in large shoals^ and repairs to tfae shores 
in the spawning season. This instinct of mi- 
gration^ implanted in the tunny^ gave ^ce^sfon 
to the almadraba^^ in the conduct of which 
the^ expert fishermen of Benidorm particularly 
excel. 

An almadraba is an inclosure oflar^nets^ 
formed in general at the distance Of about tw6 
hundred fathoms from the coast. The smallest 
almadraba must be at least one hundred and 
thirty fathoms in lengthy and from eighteen to 
thirty fathoms in breadth^ and must be made of 
the best and strongest esparto nets *. 

It is then divided into several compartments, 
called chambers^ which gradually grow narrower 

* Tliese nets are sank by means of large ttoaeSy to the 
depth of from twenty to twenty.fTe fathoms. Thej are 
fastened to anchors, and are kept afloat bj moans of 
eor)(S. 
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from the mouthy and are co&neciad by aperturti 
of proper dimentioM. Of thoie chanibert^ tht 
fiurthett^ dcoominatad Camera de la muerte^ is 
the oarrowttst and th^ iD0«t impc^rtaot. 

It if evident that the olyect of the ishenflnon 
miiit be to drive the tunnies into this enclosure : 
this is easily effected by means of a narrow pas^ 
M9Lge, formed by nets extending from the shore 
to the entrance of the almttdraba^ into which 
the tunnies are allured by baits> or driven by 
boats stationed at int^vaJs for tiie purpose. 

In this manner the tunnies are often coUeeted 
to the number of five or six hundred^ uid even 

r 

more^ in the almadrsba^ where^ by a gradual 
contraction of the netsi^ they are driven from 
one chamber into another. This must^ however^ 
be done virith great caution^ till at length they 
are all crowded into the camera de la muerie^ 
which IS likewise provided underneath witii very 
strong nets. 

They are now let out one after the other by a 
small aperture^ and killed so adroitly with a single 
stroke^ that the fish is obliged to spring of itself 
into the boat which receives it. 

Such are the almadrabas for catching the 
tunnyj for which purpose our fishermen of 
Benidorm are selected in preference to all their 
countrymen. This employment pays ^em so 
well^ that^ after every se<^soo^ which lasts from 
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four to five months^** the worst hand csrriet 
home at least six hundred reals. 
' It is easy to procure an opportunity, of wit- 
nessing the Iterations of this fishery. It is 
tuficient to obtain a letter of reeommendation 
from the commissioner of the navj^ . or merely 
to- make a present of a few piastres to the arrae% 
( or captain ) of one of the boate . If you take care 
to provide yourself with half a dozen bottles of 
wine^ and other suitable refreshments^ you will 
have no reason to be dissatisfied with the manner 
in which you have spent the day. 

An almadrs^a indeed affords a spectacle 
replete with interest and animation. All . the 
boats .are stationed about the passage^ all hands 
are engaged with the. nets^ from all sides are 
heard ^the commands of the arraez intermingled 
.with shouts of joy. 

Bounding incessantly in living circles^ these 
great fishes rush with a loud noise into the 
almadrabaj, and cooped up more and more closely 
every moment^ they soon fill the whole interior 
space with their prodigious fins. 

In this manner they leap and swim in wanton 
sportivenessj till at length the almadraba is 
drawn quite close upon them^ and the decisiTe 
moment of their fate arrives. 

* From April to September, 
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The boats station themselves about the rear of 
the net^ where the • fish are seen crossing each 
other in thick crowds. The pilot now gives 
the signal^ the door of the net is opened^ the 
arraez brandishes his hatchet^ and^ as if raised 
by a magic, power^ one fish after the other 
springs at every stroke into the tottering boat. 

The sea reflects the brilliant rays of the sun^ 
and a refreshing coolness is wafted from its 
friendly bosom.. All is life and motion; far as 
the eye can reach^ the liquid plain is covered 
with busy mortals. But wherefore this descrip- 
tion — when the immortal Vernet has transfused 
the living scene into his admirable picture 
entitled La Peche du Thpn ? 
. Besides the tunny fishery^ the inhabitants of 
Benidorm are likewise engaged in that of pil« 
chards^ which has also its peculiar charms^ and 
which a thousand little circumstances render 
still more interesting. Strangers^ who are fond 
.of these diversions^ will find abundant amuse- 
ment for three or four days at Benidorm. 

The village itself is farther remarkable for 
. the industry of the women, who here undertake 
all the labours of rural economy, in which they 
display equal activity and intelligence. 
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BARILLA.^ 

Among the different species of soda->pIftnts^ or 
glass-worts^ found on the coast of Valencia and 
Murcia^ the barilla (salsola sativa) deserves 
the first place. Without entering into a botan- 
ical description of this well-known plant> we 
shall here only introduce a few new particulars 
respecting its cultivation and use. 

The barilla thrires. best in a warm, drj> 
nitrous soil^ and is sown towards the end of 
May* If this happens to be done immediately 
before rain^ the plant appears above ground in 
twenty-four hours. 

It grows to about a foot and a half in he]ght> 
and three feet in circumference^ till at length 
its bluish green leaves assume a reddish tint> 
which generally takes place in the month of 
August. 

It is then pulled up, tied together in small 
bundles^ and laid for a few days in a sunny place 
to dry. These bundles are then piled up into 
large heaps^f and stones are laid on the top of 

* * This word is sometimes used to denote tte plaat^ aid 

ft others the soda^ obtained from it* ^ 

f These are called garverones. They are generally a 
foot square at the bottom^' and from four to four feet and a 
half high. 



BAftlttA. 



7» 



thrill to prerent their being blown down by the 
wind. 

When the barilla is ready for burnings large 
^les* are made n^ar these heaps^ and 
heated all over to the depth of sooie inches at 
leasts by means of a continual fire. On this the 
ashes are careftilly cleared out^ the barilla is 
laid in lightly by three or four btindles at atime^ 
and slowly burned. 

It is to be obsertedj that the person employed 
in this business should always cfause the wind^ 
ward side of the pit^ and dose the aperture^ 
but take care to leave a large air-hole on either 
side* 

In this manner one portion of the barilla is 
burned after another; but the ignited soda 
must not be touched till about one third of the 
barilla is consumed. 

The fire-men engaged in this occupation 
now take their long iron crooks^ and turn and 
twirl about the mass in fiery circles^ for ten or 
fifteen minutes^ with the utmost violence. 

Another third is now burned^ and the same 
operation repeated^ but for ten minutes longer* 
The last third is then added^ after which the 



* Tli^ir dimensions are determined by tbe quantity of 
bsrillft that is to be burned. For a pile of ten litindred 
if a hole of about one cubic fbot tad a half is made. 
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BARILLA.* 

Among the different species of soda->pIant8^ or 
glass-worts^ found on the coast of Valencia and 

Murciaj the barilla {salsola sativa) deserires 

• - 

the first place. Without entering into a botan- 
ical description of this well-known plant> we 
shall here only introduce a few new particulars 
respecting its cultivation and use. 

The barilla thrires. best in a warm, drj> 
nitrous soil^ and is sown towards the end of 
May* If this happens to be done immediately 
before rain^ the plant appears aboTO ground in 
twenty-four hours. 

It grows to about a foot and a half in heights 
and three feet in circumference^ till at length 
its bluish green leaves assume a reddisli tint> 
which generally takes place in the month of 
August. 

It is then pulled up, tied together in small 
bundlesj and laid for a few days in a sunny place 
to dry. These bundles are then piled up into 
large heaps^f and stones are laid on the top of 

* * This word is sometimes used to denote tte pbat, aid 
ft others the soda^ obtained from it. ' 

f These are called garverones. They are generally a 
foot square at the bottom^ and from four to four feet and a 
half high. 
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them to pnyeni their being blown down by the 
wind. 

When the barilla is ready for burnings large 
^les* are made n^ar thefio heaps^ and 
heated all over to the depth of some inches at 
leasts by meant of a continual fire. On this the 
ashes are careftilly cleared out^ the barilla is 
laid in lightly by three or four btindles at atime> 
and slowly burned. 

It is to be obserredj that the person employed 
in this business should always chuse the wind*** 
ward side of the pit^ and dose the aperture^ 
but take care to leave a large air-hole on either 

In this manner one portion of the barilla is 
homed after another; but the ignited soda 
must not be touched till about one third of the 
barilla is consumed. 

The fire-men engaged in this occupation 
BOW take their long iron crooks^ and turn and 
twirl about the mass in fiery circles^ for ten or 
fifteen minutes^ with the utmost violence. 

Another third is now burned^ and the same 
operation repeated^ but for ten minutes longer* 
The last third is then added^ after which the 

a Their dimensions are detemdned by the quantity of 
barilla that is to be burned. For a pile of ten hundred 
weighty a hole of about one cubic fbot and a half is made. 
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ESPARTO. 

The esparto J it is well known^ is a species of 
feather-grass^ denominated by botanists stipa 
tcnacissima. It is a production peculiar to th^ 
southern provinces of Spain^ and abounds in all 
the uncultivated mountains and eminences of 
Valencia, 

This esparto is a vegetable of great import* 
ance to the whole province. Out of it arc 
made forty- five different kinds of articles^ such at 
cordage^ mats^ baskets, nets^ &c. the demand for 
which has gradually extended over all Europe^ 
In the first class^ the cables are particularly 
celebrated^ for their cheapness^ lightness^ and 
durability. 

One of these cables^ from twelve to fourteen 
inches thicks and ninety to one hundred fathoms 
in lengthy costs at the utmost thirty piastres^ but 
generally lasts as long as two made of hemp^ and 
always floats on the surface of the water*. No 
other Cables are used by the Spanish navy ; an4 
the French and English have always held 
cordage made of this substance in high esti^ 
mation. • 



* This is a yery Tsluable property on dangerous coasts^ 
on account of the blind rocks. 
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With respect to the smaller articles made of 
esparto^ they consist of mats^ baskets^ chair* 
bottoms^ table^mats^ sacHing for beds^ and the 
like^ which are equally cheap and durable. 
Here and tbere^ for instance at Elda, attempts 
have been made to manufacture, plush from the 
i^sparto. For^this purpose^ a machine called an 
esparto-hammer has been expressly contrived, 
Y>y means of which the rigid fibres zrt beatea 
till they become perfectly soft. - 

All these fabrics of esparto form a profitable 
branch of industry for a great part of the 
province. In those districts you cannot go into 
« houscj especially if it be in the country^ buf 
you find the family engaged in these occupations, 
to which even the men themselves devote their 
hours of leisure. 

This work is extremely easy, and it pa3r<i 
comparatively very well. A person who^icks 
to it, can make a piece thirteen or fourteen 
English ells in length, and fourteen inches ^ide,. 
in a day, and thus earn from six to seven reals. 

This being the case, how much is it to be 
.regretted that so much waste is made of so 
useful an article as the esparto, and that it is 
even exported unwrought. ' How often are the 
industrious artisans at a stand for want of tbiv 
material, while in other parts of the country it is 
used for fuel or for manure ! How much have. 
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for 'gxample^^ the faibrics of ]l^lda suffered from 
the scjarcity of raw esparto,* while at the same 
time it might be had in abundance in foreign 
ports ! I leave the intelligent reader to make 
his ovfn reflections on this subject. 

A plant very often confounded with the es- 
parto, but totally different from it, is the junco 
(Juiicus effuaus), a species of bulrush, which 
grows only in damp situations. : With this 
vegetable are made the ester as Jinas, or fine 
va^iegat^ mats, which are sold in England, 
Holland, France, Italy, and other * countries, 
by the name of Spanish carpets. These esteras 
finas are principally mianufactured at Crevillent^ 
where there are looms for the purpose.f 

A piece nine English ells long and three quar*^ 
ters of an ell wide, ^ells for between twenty-five 
and thirty reals. The inhabitants of Crevillent 
often go themselves to London, Paris, and Gre« 
jioa wi£h their goods, of which they annually 
seirupon an average to the amount of forty 
thousand piastres. 

* The earniDgs of the lAhabltants, ttrhicli formerly 
amounted to fiye hundred piastresa week are now reduced 
to sixty. The same !s the case at Millares, Bettera, Actana^ 
Crevillent, Adsanetas, Liria, and other places, where tho 
aniioal produce has decreased nearly two-diirds. 

+ The esteras Jinas are ail woren^ but on lh« contrary 
the esteras bastas are only platted. 
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WATCHMEN OF THE COAST. 

It. is generallj known that the flbt and open 
icoast of Yaleocia was formerly much exposed 
to the depredations of Algerioe corss^irs^ and 
that it is At present extreinelj favorable to smug^ 
gling. . This sqfficiently explains the origin and- 
^itility of the watchmen stationed along the 
coast) to whom this article relates. 

To begin then with those who were placed as 
sentinels to prevent the visits of the Algerines^ 
but whO) since the treaty of 1785^ which has 
been faithfully observed^ have become^ in some 
pleasure superfluous ; they were distributed 
along the coasts in the atalatfM or watch^ 
towers, which owe their origin to the times of 
the Moors. 

Here they observed every sail that appeared 
upon the ocean> and^ on the slightest suspicion, 
gave notice of it to the inhabitants of the ooast. 
This was done in the day-time by means oi 
flags, and at night by rockets, or the firing ol 
* guns ; so that the whole coast was in mo^on oa 
the slightest alarm. 

If these preparations were not sufficient to 
deter the corsair&, troops were dispatched to the 
shore, prodigious fires were kindled, and small 
jnines were sprung; by which the intended de- 
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scent of the pirates was frequently prevented < 
It was not seldom^ however^ that the. Algerines^ 
under favour of the nighty a.n4 ui profound 
.silence^ made good their landiag. nt some ^un- 
guarded poiat^ wii^e many a village was plun-* 
dered^ and part of thoir unfortilnitte iohabitants 
dragged into captivity, . . . . , ., 

$iiiee the p^acck concluded in 1785. p^^t an 
end to these depr^d^lions^; the wi^tclynea sta- 
tioned along the coast ere of little U3e> except 
in time of war, to • observe the motions of 
French or English cruisera^ or pirates sailing 
upder the flags of. those nations. Durang. the 
Jlast war they were instf umeutal in preventing 
more thf^a one. descent of ,thi» ]|Vid»^ though some 
of thi^ir pretended services wepe certa^ialy mere 
g^cQupdea. 

These watchmen appear to be mora ne&ligent, 
perhaps w^.oi^bt to say, more indulgent} in 
cei^pect to smugglers, who ca4;ry, op a lucrative 
trade> diiefly inttoba|CQo». cpttops^ and j|ewel- 
lery . In vaina the ffl&ci^s of th^ cujsto^ multiply 
their aentinela -7.111^ vai|i :t)iaj dispatch, their 
armed cuttersr^tKa fipoi^gUrs 4)J^ten contrive to 
outwit, and still oftener to .bribe tbem^ end to 

• *. » 

convey whole cacgoes< in ««ii^l ]t)oat0 to the 
shore. 

This contraband trade is promoted by ibe 
French, £nglish^ and Raguaaas^ but esptciaUy 
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byfhe two former nations^ as much as lies in tbeir 
))ower, War> so far from throwing anj ob- 
stacles in its way^ only increases the profit and 
activity of both parties. 

Thus, durtng the last war^ for eJLample^ a 
^^ry brisk coiitraband trade was^ car:rted on 
with the coatli of VaWocia and Catalonia^ from 
Majorcaj; the principfeil depot fbr Eeglish mer-» 
ttudise of every descriptioti ; and thus too^ a 
moltitttde of prohibited articles are continually 
findiag their way from the nearest French ports 
into the south of Spain. 

In this manner the Ragusans introduce con-* 
nderable quantities of the commodities of the 
Levant^ on which heavy duties are imposed ; and 
thus also/ not only the English^ French^ .and 
Ragusans^ but likewise the Danes and SViredet^ 
return laden with Spanish piastres. 

Till a greater degree of activity shall per* 
tade tiie manufactures and (commerce of Spain, 
all the. measures adopted by the goyernment for 
the preTention of nmuj^ling, will prove iaef« 
fectual. Abuses of this kind are not so acci* 
dental as many afe disposed to believe ; they 
result from the defective constitution ^f the 
whole social body, whi^h stands in need of a 
radical cure. 
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MOUNTAINS, 

The mountains of Vakneia are composed of 
a great number of branches which are regularly 
united^ and which^ in the northern part of the 
province^ run from north^ to south ; in ^tha 
western^ from south-east to north-east ; and in 
the southern, from west to east. Of these last,- 
some extend to the coast, where they form the 
Cabo San Antonio de la Nao, and Cabo Toig. ^ 

The highest of all these mountains are the 
Aytana and Mariola, in the southern, and the 
Peuaglosa in the northern, division of the pro- 
vince. According to an estimate which is 
probably pretty near the tputh, they are abjove 
one thousand fathoms above the level of the 
sea. A general observation which has been 
made respecting the mountains of Valencia, is/, 
that the declivities toward the north-east are 
the gentlest and lowest, and those toward the 
south-east the highest and most abrupt. 

These mountains are principally composed of 
lime-stone, intermixed with istrata of sbelUfish^ 
Many of these strata are twelve or fwrteen feet 
thick; and great numbers of the shells^ which, 
are invariably found in families, retain their 
natural polish and their original form. 
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HhuB, for instance^ in Monte Meea^ between^ 
Almaoaa and AyotsL, thick strata ^f lime alter'- 
Bate -witii still ^thicker beds of pectinites; and^ 
on the summit of Peuaglosa^ as well as upoii 
the mountains of Cervera^ buccinites, in ex** 
cellent preservation^ are found similarly inter** 
mixed. 

On the mountains of Pego you may fre- 
qiientfy observe stones with the impressions of 
fishes > and ^ peaks of the Aras de Alpuente 
are. composed of calcareous strata^ which re- 
pose on beds of ostracites filkd with marble. 

All these petrefactions are not^ : il is true> 
equally perfect on all the mountains^ but their 
position seems every where to be the same^ 
tt'or the rest^ veins of spath and indurated ochre 
of various colours^, may be observed in the cal- 
careous rocks. 

Besides the ordinary mountains of lime-stone^ 
we^ however, meet with several of chalk and 
sand-stone^ especially in the northern part of the 
province. These are either intermingled with 
mountains of marble, or situated between mounn 
tains of lime- stone. The strata of the sand- 
stone inountains are much more inclined toward 
the horizon than those of the lime-stone moun- 
tains, and their interstices are filled tUp with 
quartz and spath. 

With respect to the metals wd minerals 

' h2 
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otuid in tliesef mtnintftins^ they yield k<m, top- 
per^ lead/ quiekBiivek*, and cobaH;' ahibaste/^ 
iharble> and abuiftdance of beautitVilcrj^tati'; 
but to this subject we shall r^cur in a separate 
article.* . ^ ^ ' 

The loWer parts of these mouDtains tibewise ' 
present the botanist with a' multitude of bteuti^ 
fal' and; nn part, rdre plants. Thus yidu'^hd, 
for instance, the narcissus with lar^e Atirwtn 
{narcii^s hulboiodAsm ), and a grtet irantbef * of 
its varieties; many beautiful chrtsMmthefflums, 
especially the chrys. coronarium, and chrys. 
firmtesceits y numerous varieties of the moun- 
tain gerniattder ( fewcr/Mwi wan/attwn )-, &t. 
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The reader is acquainted with fhe system of 
irrigation pursuied in Valencia/ with the pains 
which are bestowed upon it, and the expensive 
undertakings which it requires. Whoever wishes 
to see every thing relative to this subject col- 
lected in on^ single point, must pay a visit to 
the neat and industrious village of Crevilleht. 

As in the towns of niountaihous regions min- 
ing occupies the whole attedtion of the inha- 



\»UuUy «o^ lit Cryevinent,^ iQrdf^uUcs U, cnUir 
vated with an ardourj a pa8si0a> ;a succevs^ t)i|^ 
arq truly adfaifablf. Ncuria^tt ciatarns;, 9^ue-, 
«diict»^ aB4 capate» cyery^ where qieet the.ayi^; 
in every place water^ and nothing but vater^ is 
tile sttl^ject af M^^nverpatipn ; on all sid^s this 
life-giving element is seen abundantly distfji* 
l&uted^aaioog fertile fields .ao4b^<>i)^^SS>^rdenf. 
.Watipr and its treaaujfe^ , are t|ie point rouiid 
which, revolve all the ^activi<;y^ all th« idej^^ 
wad tk^ yfhpl^ domestic epoxu^ay^ of fi^ inhar 
bitants of CreVillent. 

. Jhis eotimsiasip^ seems to have givep rise tp 
the wirter*festivals, as they jtre denomipat^d, 
several of which are annilally held at Crevil- 
lent. They generally take place at the opening 
of any newly-^di^cprerfd sptiiii^ and are dis* 
tinguished from all others by the ingenuity of 
their emblefnatiii; cercQio^ieii, 

Xl^e spring is 4i?JC9ve^d ; the canal is com* 
pjeted; tfa^e, ftgueduet. is ^.ipshedr-raf length th§ 
d9y appointed for t}^ spleoai^ owning arriyep : ^ 
the joyqus inhabitants^ in their best clothes^ 
•nd fkdorned with garlands of flowers^ f^paif 
to the ipring. Here they range thc^mselye^ 
aloqg the little; .caqi^l^ ajid. the i^lcalde^ \yith 
the persctn^ by wbo^jci th^ undertaking has beep 

» ASnndayAfibesBOffAiijgsoeiiittj dioiea &rthif purpose. 
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executed^ proceed to the accustomed formal 
lities. 

The mouth of the spring is slightly closed^ 
hut round ahout it are strewed garlands and 
green hranches/ The alcalde gives it a name^ 
fixes its limits^ and draws up the usual instru- 
ment. 

A flag is then hoisted^ and instantly the little 
stream rushes with loud murmur into the ca- 
nal. The air is now rent with shouts of joy^ 
the sound of trumpets and drums^ and the re^ 
port of cannon ; in a word, every thing com- 
bines to produce a noise which needs no de^ 
scfiption. 

No sooner has the water begun to discharge 
itself into the canal, than the people run to it 
with bats, basons, glasses, and pitchers : each 
strives to be the first to catch some of the 
water, and each expects from it some particular 
advantage. The aged wash with it theirieeble 
eyes ; the maidens look upon it as a powerful 
cosmetic ; the married women drink it to pro* 
mote fecundity ; and the young fellows regard 
it as a specific for every disorder. In thit 
competition they thri/st, they crowd, and jostle 
each other> and a thousand laughable'circum-*^ 
stances arise from the general confusion. 

The day is thus spent in mirth, sport, and 
joy. The happyfthroog return home in triumph ; 
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the fiierrj dance is struek up beneath the shadjr 
algarrobos ; and what the water wants in 
strength^ is abundantly compensated by the ex- 
quisite maiscadel. 



ANTIQUITIES OF HIFAC. 

Among the numerous remains of ancient Ro« 
vaan grandeur which still exist in the province 
of Valencia^ the ruins of the villas discovered 
between Hifac and Calpe^ may^ perhaps^ be 
deemed the most important. 

They were first discovered in 1792; by the 
celebrated Cavanilles^ and are composed of six 
connected apartmentSj in a state of extreme 
decay, with mosaic pavements^ the designs of 
which are partly in good preservation^ but have . 
no particular merit. "* 

Thus, for example^ on one of these floors are 
seen thirty-six small squares, black upon a 
white ground, surrounded wifh triangles, whose 
hypothenuses rest upon the sides of the squares ; 
and in another are found black and white 
squares, separated from each other by narrow 
stripes, and surrounded with double lines. 

On a third, which is likewise black upon a 
whhe ground, is represented a vine standing in 
A Vase, on each side of which ii a human i$gure 
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yfiiix "wiogg. .Th^ others -are oiere tep^Htiofm 
of the same 4^|ig9f^ l^itti. certain slight altern- 
ations. , \' 

As no more thftn thirty*five. feet from north 
to souths and twenty- seven from east to we«t» 
have been dug up^ these ruins of Hifac can 
have but little interest fox fthe foreign aiiti** 
quary. A few small coins of Nero have beeQ 
jfoiipd among theiii. 

The frankenia and poiserina hirswkh ti^ 
beautiful tdva pavonia tnd inte^tiAaliei, the fti« 
hularia acetabulum, and several other phmtv 
which abound on this CMatj will probably ap^ 
pear to the liotanist ipueh more d«aerriiig ^ 
attention, . \ . 



WINES. 



The. province of Valencia, produces a great 
number of excellent wines^ amoi^, whjch those 
of Alicante and Benicarlo have long been cele* 
brated in foreign CjOuntties, ► 

The wines of Alican^te ai:e mjide ut fif^ dif^ 
ferent kinds of grapes^ the Mufu^adel^ ForcaU 
lada, Blanquet^ Parrell, and Monastell, For 
the genuine Alicante^ the Monastell gnpe9 
alone ought; b;^ right, to be used ^^ but frijit of 
inferior cju9.1ity is too frequently employed for 
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t^ . purpase. Mt'lma^y^ w Malvasia, n ex- 
tj^^!^ fr^m Misaeadel^ Foiy;aUada^ and Blan* 
quet grapes, and is of different quality^ 9Lt* 
cording, to the 4fSereo^^^ df the 

B»ixture« 

With rfispect 4o the ^ines of: Benicarlo; a 
distinctimi. niust be made between the actn^ 
growth of that place^ and -the wines of Mur« 
Tiedro^ Yinaroz, &c. which are ejqported under 
that name^ but are of far inferior quality. 

Xbe exportatio^n of Alicante and Benicarlo 
wjaefi IS Twy considerable. It is computed thai 
thr^ tfa(H£ian4 Ato hundred tuns^^ each worth 
from IWiM ll&j nnd evcsi 170 pesos^ ' are an-* 
nnally sent abroad. The Alicante wines are 
celebrated for thfir agreeable taste and sto- 
machic virtue^ and tbjose :pf Benicarlo for their 
viftrength and eonqparative cheapness. For this 
'reason the latter are frequently used to mix 
with the lighter French wines^ and are often 
' exported to America and other countries for 
Medoc. 

The common wines of Valencia are almost 
all consumed in the province, oir used for distiU 
lation. They afe in general eictremely cheap. 

i* * Of 100 cantaros. or 75 Castilian arrobas/ The can^ 
taro 18 about 13| Uuabin^li quarts. 
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A qnartillo of this kind^ which we should be 
glad to procure for a rixdollar (about three 
shillings and sixpence sterling)^ is here sold 
retail for five w six quartos ;* but taken by the 
cantaro together for less than four. All these 
wines have some resemblance to the genuine 
Alicante^ and are recommended by an agreea^ 
ble flavour peculiar to themselves. 

Of the brandy of Valencia^ great quantities 
are exported to France^ where it is used to 
i^dulterate the French brandies. Not a little is 
likewise smuggled into England from Guernsey ; 
but the greatest portion is sent to Spanish Ame- 
rica. The cantaro^ of 18i pounds of Castile^ 
is sold according to its strength^ at 18^ 20^ S7^ 
34:^, and 36 reals. 

We must not forget to mention the arrope, or 
syrup of new wine, a great quantity of which* 
is made at Beniganim, in the following manner. 
To any quantity of new' wine is added one- 
twelfth of calcareous earthy and the whole is 
stirred for half an hour over a slow fire. 

When the lees have settled to the bottom, 
and the liquor is fine, the latter is poured off^ 
and then boiled two or three hours, till ic a^c- 
quires a due consistence, which may be known 

* From three halfpence to two^nce EngHflh. 
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to be the case^ when a drop sinks to the bottom 
' <»f a glass of water^ and immediately rises 
again unmixed iti the surface. 

The arrope is then poured into stone jars^ and 
put away for future use in confectionary and 
the like« 

With respect to the pasas, or raisins of this 
country^ of which fourteen hundred tons are 
annually exported^ the best are made at Benisa, 
and in the adjacent country of muscadel grapes.. 
The process is as. follows : 

A ley is made of the ashes of rosemary^ ole- 
ander* and thymela^afj one thirdof which is 
afterwards poured off; and strengthened by the 
addition of quick-lime. The remaining two 
thirds of weaker ley are then boiled in a caul- 
dron> into which are at length put the grapes^ 
inclosed in a perforated stew-pan. After 
boiling a few minutes^ they are taken out and 
looked at. 

If they still appear green^ some of the stronger 
ley IS added ; but if they have grown coarse and 
roughs the ley in the cauldron is weakened. 
These trials are repeated till a due mixture of 
4he ley is produced. 

When the grapes have been boiled with eare^, 
they are carried to the drying-places; For this 

* Jferium ckantkr. f Daphne f ri<fifi#« 
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purpose lifti^ ioiks^ are icommenly oboseii, and 
there the grapes are ^spread upon matf efihe 
Artemisia campesiriB. They ' require . ^miiig 
every three or four day 8;, iill the suii> has eva* 
porated all the humidity. 

Such are the various uses to \vhieh the fruit 
of the vide is applied iti YateBcia^ 'Where the 
vintage gives o^casiou to one «f the most pleaa»» 
iBg of the festivals of the' south, inestimable 
gift of indulgoit heaven \ who could liave.siip^ 
ported the hurden of life> hadst thou not bem 
bestowed for our 'consolation ancf refreshment } 
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There ^re in Vsfekncia six diff^^reiit speciea of 
the ^common atmodd-tree^ ^sttnguished by tilH 
navies of PastaUifeta/Bale^ BlaiH^al^ MoHltr^ Co^ 
muna, and Auiarga almonds. 

The pastaiieta«4klmoifds are of a more elliptical 
ibrm than any df Ih^ <oth^Ps^ ^he tree is least 
caputble of re^if^ing cold; but groins tp tk<0^ 
height of from twenty to twenty-five feet. Tte 
BalJB-almOnds are larger Itnii s^^^at 4iia:ii ihe 
preceding, but the trefe^s stniiUer^-and the blos- 
som white. The Blancal-almonds are large^ 
but of inferior quality ; the tree has white blos- 
soms^ ^nd grows to a consid^ri^ble size. 



The M ollar'*almQa<U are remarkable for tbe 
floftfiesa ^f tbeir shdb^ The tree iblMsoflis later 
than amy of.the others. The Coodttaa aiid< Amar- 
gft-aknoiids are small^ and are different only in 
their flavour. The Aaniarga is probably the 
primitive atock from which aU the rest are 
spninig : 'at. least all the planto. raised from fruit 
ofthe ether spccsies degenerate into this. 

The mkoDnd-'tree here rtfarives beet in a light 
oaleareo«fe 4oil^ in 'Which at attains the age of 
siatjr yttar$, - : It as^raised frost the fruity aod 
grafted^ at the end of the saeoBd* jearj, as low 
as possible. In- the fourth^ it is transplanted 
into the place where it is intended to remain «. 
Here it may be again engrafted ; but it is con* 
sequentjy later before it produces froit. 

It.is. T^ryt.coininoo in this^ oountry to inclose 
|be &eld^ with aljpo^nd-trees^ which in Febr^i* 
ary^ when they 9J;f iai bloom^ afford a charming 
spectacle. Nothing i can be mor^^ enchanttog 
than to sde» beneath the .most biiautiful ^y, 
long rows of. flouciahiag ahnond'-treesi with 
iheir young* briUi»nt foliage^. 4ind ro«eate blfNi- 

-. Unf(Mrtnnately this tree i^ w i^xfr^mely deli* 
cate^ that it is liable to be inj ured by a single 



a TUi mUBt be doae in Deoemieij ijwkea dM Mp has 
fall^. 
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cold day. This is more particularly the case 
in the northern parts of Valencia^ where indeed 
the climate is not always so mild as on the 
coast. 

Let me add one word concerning the Valencia 
almonds^ as they are called, which are to be hiid 
in Germany of any confectioner* They are here 
sold at the rate of about five pence per pound : 
their shells make excellent fuel. One huidred 
pounds of their ashes yield sixteen pounds of 
pot-ash ; so that upon the whole they are a to* 
ierably profitable article. 



^ ST. MARTIN'S CAVERN. 

Between the two easternmost promontories of 
the coast of Valencia, known to commercial' 
nations by the names of Cabo St. Martin and 
Cabo de la Nau *, is a small but deep bay^ sur- 
rounded by lofty, perpendicular rocks. 

At the foot of these rocks are a great number 
of caverns of different dimensions^ the largest 
of which, denominated Cueva de St. Martin, 
is worthy of notice. Those who have the cu-* 



^ The natiyes of this country call the former Cabo Prim 
y N^re, and thelatter, by a strange contradictioB; Cabo 
iSan Martin. 
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riosity to pay a visit to it/ may procure a boat^ 
-with two or three hands^ at the neighbouriiig 
village of Xabra; the expetice of which will be 
about fifteen reals. 

As soon as you have doubled the cape of the 
same name^ you perceive before you the great 
tavern^ formed of lime-stone intermixed with 
alabaster^ at the foot of inaccessible rocks^ cleft 
in a thou«and directions. At the entrance^ it is 
upwards of two hui^dred^ but in the interior two 
hundred and fifty feet in diameter ; and its ' 
depth is about three hundred and sixty. 

From the roof are suspended innumerable 
green^ white^ and bluish stalactites^ and on the 
north side are to be seen petrified masses^ in tlia 
form of cascades suddenly frozen in their de^ 
scent. The bottom^ which at flood-tide is co- 
vered by the sea, is strewed with prodigious 
fragments of rock. 

For the rest^ this cavern affords a retreat to 
great numbers of wild pigeons, and is extremely 
convenient for fishing ; for which reason, in the 
summer months^ you may often find in this 
place numerous parties of amateurs of the 
sports of fishing and shooting. 

But, independent of all these curiosities and 
diversions, a visit to St. Martin's Cavern will' 
amply repay the botanist for his trouble/* 
Wherever there is a hand's breadth of ytgeU 
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M»le etrtfa, he is sore to Aid it occupied by tbe 
rarart and mMt fcMtftiful marine plants. 
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The commoa oil of Valencia is not of t)ie 
beat quality: it is twenty [per cent worse tl^A 
that of Apulia and Provence^ find fas this in* 
Priority the following reasons are astign^ :r-* 

In the first place^ the roaoitgewent of the 
trees is extremely careless and. faulty* Most of 
the cultivators of olives adhere to iheir old 
pr^udic^s, notwithstanding aU the pcemiiuttt 
proposed by the Patriotic Sod^ for their im- 
proyement^ 

Secondly^ the oliyes are gathered «iuch too 
latCj and without attending to the necesiary 
precautions^ so that they are often full of spots^ 
and evea rotten. 

Thirdly^ they ar« cerried good and bad to^ 
gether^ and frequently half decayed, to the 
press ; but this^ to be sure, is rendered unavoid- 
able^ by the oppressive system of privil^ed 
mills. 

AU these circumstances sufficiently account for 
the inferior quality of the oil of Valencia. But, 
that it might be rendered nearly equal to that of 
Provence by an improved method of cultiya* 
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tion mid manageineat^ MTetal suceeNliil expe- 
riments seem to have demoostrated beyond the 
possibility of dopbt. 

But, be the quality of the oils of Valencia 
what it will, they fail not to form a very 1*** 
crative article of commerce. Precisely oa 
account of their peculiar sharpness* they are 
in great request with the soap-makers of Mar* 
seilles' and other places/ so that from four to 
five thousand tons, at 170 piastres per ton, are 
oftep exported m a year, 

A curious cir cumstaiice which deserves to be 
soticed here, is, that in many parts of Valencia, 
for instance, at Villafames, there are oliv€>- 
trees which wer^ standing three or four centu* 
ries ago, in the times of the Moors, and beneath 
which, twelve or fifteen persons may conceal 
themselves. 



THIEVES OF WATER. ^ 

I know not whether the industrious Lipeniu) 
has any thing in his collections relative to 
thieves of water; so much is certain, that there 

* This quality seems to be derived from the soil. It is 
asserted that, for this very reason, the oil of Valencia 
possesses a peculiarly cleansing property. . 
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are people of ihi& elajs on. board of every ship^ 
tind tkAt tbey abound still more m Valencia^ 
with this difference that the former steal it to 
drinks and the latter for the purposes of ifri^ 
gallon. 

.The reader will recollect what has been said 
fospecting the canal sjstem of Valencia, the 
costly works and the heavy expences connected 
with i4. He knows that water here is invalua- 
ble, that a is systematically distributed; and 
that in many places its price is^ enormous. 
Cao' he then be astonished to find that there are 
people who steal water in this country^ where it 
rs^ often dearer tbaa good wine ? 

Yonder sneaks abroad the poor industrious 
Ibief, who beholds his^ scanty piece of grotmd 
languishiog for drought ; yonder he steals along, 
favoured by midnight darkness^ laden with, his 
buckets and calebashes to receive the invaluable 
capture. ' 

With a beating heart he climbs^ the steep as- 
cend to the p^ceful spring ; trembling he fills his 
vessek to the britn^ and' returns breathless tohis 
aaxicus wife. He now exalts in the success of 
his enterprise; he has contrived to elude tho 
vigilance of the sleeping watchmen, and his 
yttle cistern is again supplied for se'«[eral days. 

Another time he keeps himself .concealed 
among the byshes near the pantano. Unobserr- 
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cd he forms a cdmmuniCaHdn by means bf icofk 
pipesr with the pfincipat canals and the Water 
wefrity tVLM into his casks placed ih a liower 
liitu^tiott. * 

This opjeration h more dangerbUd, and pre- 
stippoi^ed an understahdidg With the Watchman. 
The f hlef cheerfully sacrifices a piastre for the 
chance of fining pethaps teh times a^ much by 
his booty. 

Emboldened by success, he at length Ventures 
to turn ott one of the numberless secondary ca- 
nals. His whole family is now busily employed ih 
carryiiig the wateir in casks, in buckets, and in 
pitchei^s to the seidrct cistern J while those wh6 
ought to have received it. Wait ih vain for thfe 
Accustomed supply. 

Such ard the artifices dff the thieves 6t water 
in Valencia. Watchmen, liberally paid, are 
(Employed to t>revent the depredations of these 
people, who are severely punished in case of 
detection ; but so imperious are the dictates of 
necessity, that nothing has yet been (Capable of 
putting a stop to their practices. 



PABRICS AND MANtJFACTURES. 

In order to complete the sketch already giv6ti 
of the induiitrious character of the ValencianS, 

I 2 
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let U8 here introduce a few brief' observationi 
Goncerning their fabrics and maDufactures. 

We have already treated of the manufactures 
of eiirthen*ware and porcelain^ and also those 
of the aloe^ esparto^ junco^ palmitos^ stnd al- 
pargatas. We shall only mention by the way, 
the manufactures of soap and glass, the distil- 
leries, the forges of iron and copper, the gyp* 
sum, lime« and barilla furnaces, the salt-works, 
paper-mills, &c, but we shall be so much the 
more circumstantial in respect to those of wool, 
linen, and silk. 

The woollen manufactures employ a great 
number of bands in every p^rt of Valencia, 
but chiefly in those districts where the climate 
is more inclement and the soil most ungrateful t 
find where this l^ranch of industry ^s conse- 
quently carried on with the greatest advantage. 
Woollen stuffs of every kind a^re m^de at Villa- 
franca, Vistabella, Ekiguera, Ontiniente, Con- 
centayna,, Banneres, Onil, Ibi, Monora, &c. 

The most considerable manufactories, how- 
ever, are at Alcoy, which, with their dependent 
establishments at BenifaUim, Bocayrent, Be- 
nisau/ and Benillota, make up the greatest psA't 
of the wool of this country ; * and their produc- 

* The wool of Valencia is by no means of bad quality^ 
and, though its exportation is prohibited, it is in particular 
request with the maaufacti»ers of Lapguedoc. 
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tions are at least equal in quality to the mid^ 
dling kind of French cloth?. 

There are linen manufactories at la Mata^ 
Vistabella^ Adsaneta^ Callosa^ Muroy Bocay- 
rent^ Meliana^ Cantes, Olleria, Villareal^ Elda, 
Monora^ and other places^ where, very good 
stout cloth, of middling fineness, is afforded at 
three or four reals per elL As the country* 
people of Valencia dress almost entirely in 
linen, the demand is consequently very consi- 
derable. For the supply of these manufactures^ 
great quantities of hemp and flax are cultivated 
throughout the province. 

As to the silk-manufactures, the number of 
looms employed by them in the capital amouet 
to 3247, in Gandia, to 1000, and in the other 
parts of Valencia, to at least 1879. It is un- 
fortunate,' as we have already observed, that 
the people engaged in them are so far behind 
in respect to thctnetbod of reeling and tvrist- 
ihg ; otherwise the manufactures of this country 
would certainly be much more flourishiifg than 
they are. 

Their plain taffetas and velvets, as also their 
flowered damasks, are nevertheless in high ire- 
pute ; and their clouded stuffs are preferred to 
any others.* , 

P The Iftte Joacbioi Fox is said to liavt learned the secret 
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It is calculated tbat> in the city of Valencia, 
alone^ the silk manufactures employ 35^000 
p^raons^ who, as well as all others engaged in 
them throughput the proYincej are exempt 
from all leyi^s, ordinary aad extraordinary^ for 
the siilitary s^vice. 



TKOVADORES. 

Spain ba« also ita improvisatari, who are not 
8jarpasi»ed hy those of Italy either in taints or 
celebrity. Persons of this description are met 
witb in Biscay^ hut less frequently in the two 
wild uopoetie Castiles ; they are jaivore eommoii' 
in Exttemadura^ Andalusia^ and the other, 
sauthern prpvinces^; but that in whicl| tiiey are 
by for ih^ most numerouai is Valencia. 

Hece^ since the ancient unjon of this country 
with Provence^ a natural genius for poetry and 
munio has been cherished and perpetuated ; and 
iflL these romantic valleySj^ beneath this elysiau 
sky^ this spirit will probably never be extin- 
guished. 
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ef aakiiif tMcm at CenstantiBjople* The Freneb naiiiifeie. 
tureri, however, are disposed to doubt that fact, and 
ascribe the superior quality of these stuffs solely to the 
■'yatcr. 



Qq^ i9 thie evening, uUfO^v^ vetdu, ^ fn^^ik 
you please in V atencia^ and you are ]»uin iQ ^od 
one of tbeae irov^i^oT^^ j/^U^ hwimp^^ ^;4|tar« 
Here he ^gs a great oMftber ^f po^uiw ^fA8f> 
or pieces whkh b^ jQoinpqses^ exteBiparct^acK 
cording to the nature o£ tbe ««i^je€t M^tiithis 
^iven him. 

Such as tresit of the "teBder passiOa gire ihe 
greatest pleasure, and. ccAi^equentljr ar^ tlie 
most common. In these the mysteries of love 
are painted with such ^aimth of colourjing, 
with such voluptuous imagery^ as often excites 
the auditors to join in the. yolerd^ or even to 
indulge themselves with a gratification ^tiU 

« 

more delicious. 

All these songs are composed in the Yralen* 
ciao dialect, which is very easily* . learxied hjr 
those who understand any thing of French or 
Italian. 

The talents of these improvisator!. ere moft 
eminently displayed in (iedma^^^.or-Httle.ppettc 
pictures of ten lines. One of the: auditors gives 
the trovador the last .line> and he imwediftt^ly 
composes the other nine, which must corrfs- 
pond with the other in subject, rhyme, and 
metre. . 

Though these decimas o&ien contain nothing- 
but pleasing tautologies, yet they are always 
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hannoDious^ and sometimes truly excellent m. 
every respect: 

The troyadores nre held^ by their country- 
men, in all the consideration which their talents 
seem to deserve. They are generally employed 
to invite the guests to weddings^ likewiise as 
memorialistas, and in other capacities ; they are 
distinguished by their convivial manners^ and 
by their ea^yj careless^ poetic lif(^. 

THE FOUR SEASONS. 

In the north the year is, in reality, only a 
succession of disagreeable seasons ; in the 
south, on the contrary, each season has its 
peculiar beauty, its characteristic charms. In 
the north the year passes amidst the incessant 
cbnflict of the elements ; in the south the seasons 
follow each other in the most pleasing rotation. 
Btrt, if the enchanting poetic view of the varied 
seasons of the year acquires new charms in any 
country, it is in Valencia. 

In general, in every latitude, January is the 
coldest and most inclement month in the year. 
In Valencia, however, it differs only in the 
decrease of heat to about forty-five degrees ; 
but this must be understood to apply only to 
the first half of the month, for, by the twenty- 
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fourth^ the temperature rises to at least fiftf* 
five degrees. 

February arriTes^ and the almond-trees are 
covered i^vith delicate rose-coloured blossomSi 
All the fields are clothed with young plants— 
the wheat . begins to shoot forth its verdant 
stalks — and the orange* trees display their new 
luxuriant flower-^buds^ beside their golden fruit. 

March appears^ and the whole country ex* 
hibits the full bloom of yernal beauty. The 
warmth increases from sixty to sixty-four de- 
grees^ till at length some refreshing rain falls 
about the period of the equinox. By this time 
all the spring corn is sown ; the young fruit is 
set on the almond and apricot-trees ; and the 
winter corn flourishes in luxuriant beauty w 

By the middle of April the influence of the 
sun begins to.be more powerful^ but the heat «el* 
dom rises above sixty-eight or seventy degrees. 
Now and then there are besides^ gentle breezes 
from the norths which^ in this latitude^ are 
attended only with a refreshing coolness. The 
barley is already cut ; each day produces new 
fruits^ and continual watering gives increasing 
charms to all nature. 

Such is the state of things till the middle of 
May^ which is the commencement of the hot 
season^ when tjie temperature is regularly from 
seventy-two to seventy-seven degrees. A mul- 
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titude of the mo%t beautiful South AiptrjcAU 
plants DOW flourish in all their aiagnificfOfE^ei 
and from this period^ the ioeadow^ are mowa 
evcuy eigbt days. 

June succeedflr^the power of the sun, th^ 
activity of nature^, the beauty of vegetatH>% 
have BOW arrived at l^eir height. ^ The wheai; 
harvest has already begun^ aod the more early 
southern fruits are to be had in abundance. 
The vines are already adorned with largfi 
clusters, and all the fields are covered with 
ripened crops. 

la July and August the heat continues, n^irljr 
the samcu with scarcely any perceptible change 
of the barometer. The daily sea-hree^es^ the 
frequent but transient thunder-storms^ cool the 
atmosphere^ and augment the universal fertility. 
The fields^ cleared of their produce^ are al-. 
ready prepared., for new, crops^ and almc^t all 
the autumnal fruits have attained perfect ma<r 
turity. , _ 

In the middle of September, about the time 
of the equinox, the heat begins to decrease; 
some rain falls, and the atmosphere returns to 
the mild, enchanting temperature of the begin-^ 
ning of spring. The vintage is now finished; 
the crops of olives and algarrobas are gathered^ 
and the winter-corn is already sown. 

October exhibits the like charms^ aad passea 



a^ftay amidst the same occupations. Novemb^ 
resembles the warm delicious days of an Italian 
eutunm. The wind blows very rarely from 
the nwrth-east, wfaicb^ however, produces but 
little change io tiie temperature of the air. 
. The aspect of nature is enchanting ; the foliage 
has^ to be sure, assumed a dusky tint, but the 
sea and sky display unvarying beauty and mag* 
nifieeiice. 

December arrives, and the thermometer' never 
falls lower than between fifty-four and fifty- 
seven degrees. By the end of the month you 
may pluck the violet, the primrose, and the 
narcissus; and the year ends with fiowers, id 
the same manner as it faeganj 

Sbch is the delightfiil rotation of the seasons 
in Valencia r such the varying aspects of an 
ever*-yoiithful, ever-Wooming, nature. Well 
might! the Moors ' place their Paradise in this 
heavenly region ; and the Greeks regard these 
shores as their enchanting Hesperia ! 



ALICANTE. 



Alicante is* situated at the extremity of a 
valley, open towards the sea, at the back of a 
small bay inclosed by two promontories.* It 



* La Huerta and Saata Pola. 
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stands p^irtly in the plain and partly on tbe 
declivity of Mount St. Julian.. The streets are 
narrow and crooked^ and^ in a topographical 
point of vieWj the place is not worthy of no- 
tice. The population^ however, is estimated at 
between nineteeq and twenty thousand souls^ 
and the whole city is a scene of bustle and 
activity* 

Alicante contains a well-regulated poor-house^ 
a military- school^ and a naval-academy, opened 
in 1798. In respect to society, this city is a 
very agreeable place to live in, on account of 
the great number of foreigners who have settled 
there ; but th^ water is not of the best quality^ 
and provisions are in general dear. 

As to the commerce of Alicante, we shall 
reserve our observations on it for the general 
article on that subject. We shall, oa the other 
hand, be so much the more circumstantial in 
the description of the Huerta, by which it ii 
supplied with so many valuable articles. 

The Huerta de Alicante^ which begins at 
the distance of two miles above the city, ex- 
tends about a league from east to west, and a 
league and a half from north to south. It 
forms a charming valley, inclosed on three 
sides by lofty picturesque mountains, and open 
Qi\ly towards the city and the sea. 

In this delicious huerta^ vines, orange, lemon^ 
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Bg, almond^ apricot^ cherry^ plum^ ftppl^> pome- 
granate^ mulberry, and peach-trees^ are seen 
forming the most beautiful intermixture ; while 
the .fields that lie between them are covered 
with grain, vegetables, pulse, and herbage of 
every kind. This huerta, whose population 
amounts to twelve thousand souls, is covered 
with innumerable villas, some of which are very 
magnificent, as, for instance, that of the Prin- 
cipe Pio, the Casa de Pelerin, &c. 

An idea of the fertility of this charming valley 
may be formed from the following data. It 
produces, one year with another, two hundred 
and twenty-two thousand eight hundred and 
eighty-eight cantarojs of wine> four thousand 
pounds of silk, fifteen thousand cahices of bar- 
ley, two thousand five hundred cahices of wheat^ 
twp thousand six hundred cahices of almonds^- 
twelve hundred arrobas of oil, one thousand ar- 
robas.of hemp, nine thousand arrobas of figs^ 
fifteen thousand arrobas of other fruit, sixteen 
thousand arrobas of vegetables, one hundred 
and four thousand arrobas of barilla, and one 
hundred and thirty thousand arrobas of algar- 
robas. 

This extraordinary fertility is partly to be 
ascribed to the richness of the soil; partly to the 
abundant supplies of water which it receives 
from the pautano described in a former article^ 
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ind the two draw-wells of St. Juan and Mu- 
chamiel ; and partly to the inclosed situation of 
the valley, by which it is sheltered froiji all 
inclement winds. 

In the severe seasons of 1788, 1798, And 1798, 
when the olive, almond, and carob trees through^ 
out almost the whole province were destroyed 
by the cold, those trees were seen in the most 
flourishing condition in the huertas of Alicante, 
Gandia, and Valencia. 

*' The land never rests,'* says a traveller who 
some time gince visited thfs country; * '^ for no 
sooner has it rewarded the farmer with one crop 
than he begins to prepare it for another. In 
September he sows barley ; and having reaped 
it about the latter end of April, or the first week 
in May, he immediately pots in maize, which 
comes off about the middle of September : but 
before this ripens, he puts in sandias (cucur^ 
hita, Linn.), or some other esculent, which 
yields him a third crop in ^he course of the 
game year. In November he sows wheat, and in 
June he reaps it/' ' 

Flax is sown in September, or at the begin- 
ning of October, and hemp in April; the former 
is pulled in May, and the latter in August. 
Cucumbers, melons, garlanzos, lucern, sallad> 

♦ Toimtend^B Travels in Spain, Vol. III. 
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|mlse^ &c. follow each other in unintecrupted 
8Uceessiofi ; aad every week brings a new spe- 
cies of fruit to maturity. 

UnfortuDately^ however^ a kind of epidemic 
fever prevails almost every autumn in this 
^harming huerta. This disease^ which some 
have ascribed to the eating of fruit to excess, is 
certainly owing to a different cause, and ought 
much rather to be attributed to the noxious ex- 
halations of the neighbouring Albufera.^ 

The mortality at such times is very great, 
especially if, as is generally the case, there is a 
want of skilful physicians. It is, however, to 
be hoped, that as soon as political circumstances 
admit, the draining of the Albufera will be 
taken into serious consideration. 



EXERCISES. 

Notwithstanding all that is said concerning 
the indolence of the natives of the south, it 
seems in reality to be merely a consequence of 
their vicious government. How could we 
otherwise reconcile that propensity with the ' 

♦ A lagoon situated at the sonthera extremity of the 
huerta, neai> the sea, and if hich in summer emits an intol». 
vMe stench. 
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utmost actiTitj> the most animated motion of 
the muscular system^ and vrith that fondness for. 
violent exercises so common in the south ? On 
the contrary^ ,among the inhabitants of thos^ 
happy regions^, all is life and activity; everjr 
thing> even to tbieir very diversions^ announces 
energy and irritability. 

IiOok> for example^ at the people of Yalencia, 
Notwithstanding the laborious rural .occupar 
tions in v^hich they are incessantly engaged, the 
most fatiguing exercises are mere play to them« 
^he moments ^hich the natives .of the north, 
devote to repose^ or to motion of a gentle and 
passive kind^ these ardent^ indefatigable cbil* 
dren of the south spen4> merely for pastime^ i« 
the most active exercises. 

The game at ball^ which is played either in 
open places or in buildings appropriated to that 
purpose^ is the most common and favourite di* 
versiofi. The t)all^ eight or ten inches in dia* 
meter^ is besmeared with greas^^ on ^bich ac* 
count the players are provided with wooden 
cases^ full of notches for the hands. The dex- 
terity of some of.them.is trujy astonishing;, and 
considerable bets often depend on the issue of 
the game. 

Another very favourite exercise is slinging^iin 
which the herdsmen^ who keep their cattle and 

r 

flocks^ in ordeir by means of^it^ are partieuli^ly 



elever. For AGs purpotfe tliey uie roxnki, stnoolb 
pieces of iki^rble^ and often place (he mark at 
the ^stance of ihtee or four hundred e\h*. The 
tliogt are made of esparto; they are lined at 
Ike Imtiom with leases of the aloe, and teem to 
hoar a vtftj t\mit resemblance to those of tha 
ancient Balearic islanders. 

The other eaeidises of the Yalencians are; 
fqot-^races^ in the courser of which tbejr com- 
monly eotitrive to have seteral ditches to leap 
over; bar^pitehing', a kind of game at bowla 
with iron bars ; the regdta, or boat-*fight, 
iistial in the villages along the coasts especially 
at Beoidorm ; lastly^ a kii^ of cUmbing-'iiiatcfa/ 
»p a pole prcrnlMisly rubbed with soap ; a di*» 
rersion which may bo seen^ especially at Cbrist'^ 
mas^ in akaost every viUage. 

Let the exercises of tbe native of th^ north 
be compared with these ! If he has any, dok 
they not \idamj all the indolence md spatiiy by 
which he is oppressed ? 



Valeneia \m a ^at number of wairm mioe^ 
ral ipringi^;, the most eelebrated of ^^ch are 

e FiMi tte bqoidMd tto ^W^ htaiMliuidMf ysidi. 
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thofle c^ Toot, AVbatm, Argues, Monowr, atd 
Vila^la. .N«Ma oCf ?theBi f bftTe y^t been^iftbn 
jected. to dllemlcatl aiuilysu;* tbey are.ney^he^ 
less used "with great advantage in gaftrio^dis^- 
eases and cutaneous affections, partly for bathinc 
and partly fdr drinking* To the two last-rroen* 
tioned places, in particular, die concourse of 
patients from all parts of the province is asto- 
nishiDg, Uioijgh; tiiey aro destitute of every ac^ 
comtnodatibii ; so that steamgetB are obliged to 
take with tbdm everi the most common slrticles 
of bousekeepif^. • i -ri 

At the same time it would cost but Ihtler 
troiri>le, andinot more than th^ee or four ihou^- 
sand piastres, to^. transfomr IMfonovar or li^ila*^ 
vella inte^ a second Carlsbad. Hithcfr> where 
nature does ^so much, and the genial elifnate- 
facilttttteg every undeoMking, the sick wo^uld 
flockr frontal} ihe provinces of Spain ; atid bere 
tjhej might look forward with ^eertauitjr toiheir 
recdvef y; •'•■ -~: -. .; • -^ .^ - 

Same specftitatioii of thds kind would pro- 
bably have (btenrloig since engaged in,' if the 
nobility . of iht Jdtlgdom in . general, and of 
Valmicia; inMpa«ticular,'^knew how to manage 
and to. io^rovei 4iheir extetime possessions. So 
far from^couraging, directing, and seconding, 
the indttrtr^ of 'their vaseale; the nobles aban- 
doi^thdp.cststds>;ijon[d^ 8(M»d^the gffte part of 
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of the&r sto^i^d^r^ dlmfdrt iiiekt a|if«iffent topu-^ 
lenc^, iht^y drr ^fttft c^bai^^mtenl far>(lie« Mtti 
of fifty, pial&t^eii; '' --.f.. */'{;« ^o-*-;^ i -. ■ 'o^ 

Tbe popttloftisneas of;thfiL4O0j#itcyy.^e 4 
eulty #f :|^ftimiig or bcingtiig^jiiito cviUivittftMb 
any^new. Iaiid8> aod ithe wfindertng diilpoaitioa ': 
of the . y alencianSy appear to be - the raasom > 
why , you meet with Valenciim <carr«terd^ oti^ 
iilmost aU/iAegFealv roads of.)8|^ainw Thegr*' 
have- )^tyh%h>>tJ9ritf- wheeled} eartd^ in geoeral 
covet od M^ith ' hidrushei/ lined) r^rith espsMKto^ 
anddraMTn bytlu!fe>>lQUf^ andc^mi 6ve» muksb ^ 

Witib these veblelesthe.bQntetcarreterosjrtm^ 
verse the wholo ^eiiiasulii^ fr0|in>iB&ijoDne)tifr /.: 
Cadiz, aodfromiBadaj«2lta:PerpigDan; ! Yoii. :: 

* 

can scarcely enter a venta or posada without . 
findipgv some /of. those iBberty Y^mthmi wttk 
their >v^bite sttiof^iErrftoeJ&s* ^f^/tw^ng ;carts« 
In time of wir; when. tbe ofmatiog- trade is pre^ 
vented by the eitcaiy'*; itiiiizjei^i >the. Iransporta^. ^ 
tion i)S merchandize by these carteteros is par- 
ticularly brisk, v . ^ ^:; 

Strangers who^ * from- economiiial tmotives^ or 
on aocoimt q£ <i}otaiift)aI and minerafaigical pur* , : 
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^its/ have dealings with these bdaest people, 
find their charges extremely reaswaiable. Pw 
twelve pinstres you may perform a jonritey of 
one hundred leagues^ ^ and have a large box 
carried into the bargain. If you plfease/ th(& 
carretero will also furnish you with provisions^ 
so that, on paying four or fivi reals a dayV you 
are relieved from all trouble 'on that account. 

The traveller mttst certainly beable to con- 
form a tittle with the habits aod dispositi(5ti» of 
llldse ptG»ple> in which case^. he will have no 
fctaion whatever to fi&d fEiult with them.* He 
will obtaiB a thorough acquaintahce with the 
national .manners^ and escape all disputes witb 
Ike posaderoa. The carreteros of Valencia for 
ever ! They are an honest hearty race^ imbu^ 
wiiih •the gemiine spirit of a Yorick. 



^ TREASURE-HUNTERS. 

Among the various traditions which have 
beetf handed down from the romantic times of 

* He should tiat, however^ forget to take with hioi a 
food mattre^^ not only that ha may sM more at his ease,. 
bjat likewise to sleep upon at night, which he will frequently 
haye to pass in the open air. Daring nine months of ihm 
year, there cannot be a more cheapj conrenient, and agree- 
aM« mode of tti^reiHiig. 



* tl^e Moors^ the tales which relate to I|i44^ 
treasuree ore the most remarkable. It is gai4 
that at the last ei:pylsioa af the M^ri^pSj^. in 
1609^ a great number of gecret gold-pdine/i w^jTe 
filled up^ aod <n^j millioiiiji of gold and^ sUy^ 
coiBs buried in the ^rth. . . 

Xheae are.the treasures of which all the Yi^l^Pr 
ciaus^ aod the mountaineers in particulars still 
speak with. the greatest enthusiasm. There ip 
vkoi an old shaft in which a veiled Tirgisj or a 
ka^ght in complete arn^ijir^ has not from time tv 
time appeared ; there is not aii ancient oUve^rove 
in^which is not now and then seen a dwarf with 
a silver horn^ or a pigeon with a golden key. 

From the clefts of mountains issues the sound 
of the implements of busiy miners^ and monejr is 
coined in the ruins of antique castles : flames 
are seen bursting from an ancient Moorish 
tomb^ and adowa the tru^ of a veDerable 
algarrobo descends a shower of golden fire. 

It cannot appear surprising that^ believing 
these absurd, stories^ the Yalencian should so 
often engage in the seanrch of hidden treasujres. 
To this occupation the inbabitimts ^of the iBOUii- 
taias in particular^ haye an extra^rdinarjprepenp^' 
sity* Unsuccessful as these researches have hi- 
therto proved^ they have nevertht&less materially 
contributed to the improvement of agriculture. 

How many barren spots have been brought 
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iato Q^Itiyatij^cMi ! , |law mi^sj beautiful springs 

kliye becu /^i390¥Qr^4, M* /tbe pourse of them ! 

Yie simple bQne^t fnoaQtaineers^ y^hp would 

apatch £rom»,};^u an illusion, which renders 

you $0 happo^ ^nd so io^i^strious ! 

: lo thes^. dfef^^m pf 9> roaiantic imagination 

we discover the mild and.g^njial character of a 

, spuib^rn cliw^, . Instead f>f the terrific images 

of nortbiprn ^axops1«rs^ the horrors of a^ wild 

byperbpre^P fwcy, herp every thing is beauti^ 

< fuil and .tiQg^d with a roseate hue; everything 

'is, smiling and replete with hope^ 

» 

• - • •• • • . . 

,j^, : ^k^ \^^ a foundation for females^ situated 
near Liria/ on an eminence^ commanding a de- 
! ^/li^pus: view /^f'tihe whole enchanting plain. It 
.. .^])Siei|4ow;e)4.fpr fift^eq. iinmarried women^ who 
, : 9iDst':bp up^ar^sof thirty at the time of their 
: / ^Adw^<W« ' !^h^^arq not shackled by any mo- 
* ^stic ,]|Ukff> fit s.ubjpf t to any religious supe- 
. , ripr. Thqy. f^yoy ey?p liiher^y compatible with 
• decency, ,,ya^jd , are jBv^et^ allowed to quit the 
. !9^ate&ia5 aq^ ip^rry,,fn ^hich case a certain 
sum is paid them by way of dowry. I^'or the 
Tqf^ti)th^,3^t^i:io jeai;ri^s on a little trade in 
, }i^^ and ffin^ctiopary^ which are in high re- 
pute all over the country. 
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Happy Beaterio of Liria ! O that philan* 
ihropic institutions like thihe Vere to be 
found in my liativo liiiid T HowinaQy liafortu* 
rOate females^ bereft 'of r€flattvc!s' and f^fiends^ 
destitute of fortune 6r tbe m^antf of prbefuring 
a subsistence, faaye reason to' dread the ap^ 
proach of age, acconipanied by tbe horrors of 
indigence and misery ! 

Their sweetest sentiments niet withno return; 
their fondest hopes remAiMd Unaccomplished. 
Excluded from all the rights, all the privileges, 
all the occupations of the other sex, and con- 
fined by the men to the meaaest, the most 
laborious, and the most unproductive of their 
own, these foi:&)rfii tad- d^pised beings are 
abandoned to grief, regret, misery, and despair, 
till death arrives, to put a period to ibeir suf- 
ferings, ' V 

Man enters with confidehcti into the world 

and creates a sphere for himself/ A thousand 

ways, a thousand resources, ire open fol^ him ; 

the whole system of civil society is foi^med for 

his tyrannic sex. But as £br wdtiian, oppressed 

and borp to slavery-^wonfan; tircumacribed 

' " *■■ ' ' 

within the passive duties of domestic life-^^-what 

' ■ ■»• 

is to become of her w^heh her last hope is ex<* 
tinguished ? ' ' • 

Unfortunate beings, 1;^hbse 'situation claims 
the tenderest sympathy ! Why liave our legis- 
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lators paid so little attention io y#iir loft ? Why 
have th«y not founded . asjlems^ wkere^ pro^ 
tected frop) want^ ye mi^t become the mothers 
of orphan children^ and aA least pass the laetdra^ 
lOif your, i^fe in peace ?^-*-Why^ alas \ they ^v^f!^ 
«p totally oceupied with metaphysical ideaSj 
^a$ to ha^e no tjme for «iich considaratioQg ! 



THUNDER-STORltfS. » 

Scarcely a day passes in summer^ in this 
country; without a tfaunder-^storra. 6ut lei it 
cot be supposed that they resemble the stonns 
^f our northern climes. No oppressite heat ; no 
flense clouds overshadowing the hemisphere fof 
B day together; no rain. of many hours' eonti- 
nuance ; no destructive whirlwind — by none of 
these phenomena are they^ aeeompanied. 

The storm approaches ; the wind spriags up'; 
a low cloud discharges a few drops ; three or 
four peals of thuiider quickly ^succeed each 
ether; and it is all over. In an hour^ nay, 
eften in twenty or twenty-five minntes^ the sky 
is again as serene as ever. 

As to the danger^ that is. extremely small. 
The^ sea^ the inlets^ and canals^ attract almost 
all the electric matter.* Besides^ has not St. 
Vincent banished lightaing for. ever from this 
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pmvinccr? and who can ddiibf the efficacy of 
St, Barbara's intereession ! 

To these stdrin^ this cmflitry U assuredly in- 
debted^ not only; in a great measure, for it« 
i^rt41ity> hut also for ihe delicious temperature 
c*^ thfe ^vemiigs itf summer: They generally 
com^iote betwecfH three and fmir in the aftef- 
neon, to that they are entirely oyer by fiye. 
The blooming landscape then glistens in tlie 
rays of the evening siin^ and a refreshing breeze 
wafts balsamic ^odours across the enchanting 
Talleys. ^ ,' • 

In the winter months, as they are called/ the 
ilmnder-storlns are 'generally much more ' Tto-- 
lept; In that season, especially in the nights 
of December, tbey sore acconipa\iied with wind 
and rain, and eoiitinue sereral successive hoars. 
The whole sea then appeairs to be on 'fire, and 
woe to that vessel il^ich approaches too near to 
the coast f * ' 

'The trembling J^easant fehnts himself up in 
his cottage with his affrighted children, lights 
up iapcrs befot the Mtttdonna vr St: Barbara, 
and looks with horror, at thfe dmnififits of the 
distant mountains, where tha^ tall iron crosses 
are enteloped in brill iant cor useation?. 

^Thc tempest, however, is soon over, and the 
sea and sTty glow with the ruddy tiirtij of* Au- 
rora. TJie soBt riws^ saftd 4II ^iifttut^eieeihs to' 
smile in renovated beauty. 
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TMs is the bigb^st mountain of the northern 
chain^ situated near the frontiers^ of Arragon. 
Its elevation is ^^timat^d at about one thousand 
. fathoms above the level, of the §ea^ though the 
broad; base of the range to which it belongs 
causes it to appear qiUcl^ less cpnsiderable. 
The Peuaglosi^ is composed of lime-stone^ in 
. which afe found ,a great quantity of petrefac* 
. tipns^. Its loftiest peak is. covered^ during nine 
' mtrnths of the )rear> with sno\if^ ^nd is aloliosf 
always enveloped in fog. Nevertheless, the 
tf^sur eg which this mountain presents to the 
botaiHst> amply reffty the trouble of an excur-r 
. sioa thither in $ui^mejr, ^ 

> You may ascend the Peuaglosa from Adsa* 
'netdi lanidL desj^end on the other side to Villa 
jlf^mof^*. The road if at first excessively steep, 
and: every where .covered with loope stones: you 
bkewise meet with gre^t qumbetrs of pines and 
. /idth^r.nortJierA treses f 

In about an hoi|r s^nd.fi half you reach the 
, Saii|4^afiOc4e Sap fJu?|n, Baqtista, where it is 
co^lDon for .vjfHor^: to.^top. Every thing here^ 
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has the air of an Alpine convent, except that 
the temperature is milder, and the mountain 
more woody/ At the stime time, the ground is 
covered with violets, strawberries, and gentian^ 
particularly about a limpid, spring which rise^ 
at this place. 

As you continue to ascehd, the trees* begia to 
grow smaller, and at length give plkce to heath 
and juniper. You soon find a great tfumber of 
Alpine plants, ^nd varietie^i of the cistus ; the 

. mountain herb-bennet (geum montanum), Py- 
renean waterTcresses {sisj/mhrium Pyrenaicutn), 
the shrub-like cinquefoil Yj)o/enfi7to frnticosa) 
V the brilliant fig-wort fscrcrphularia lucida), the 
peony {paonia officinalis), &t. till yott reach 
the sumniit, from which, in' serene vrekther, 
you enjoy a view of the whole tiorfbe^h' divi- 
sion of Valencia, and the soutlr-etistern part of 

'•'.-•'. -' -^ • . , > . , . 
Arragon. 

ijere flourish, among other beautiful plants, 
a multitude of th6 finest geraniums, the* inoun* 
tain whitlow-grass {draha alpma), the heart-^ 
shaped blue daisy ( g/oitt/flrfitr cordiformis), 
&c. among which you at length gradually de- 
scend to Villa H^rmosa. 

This road is tolerably comnlbdtoiis, and is 
rendered far more interesting th^n the other, 
by its numerous picturesque views and magni- 
ficent Cascades' You find a great variety of 
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beautiful mountain- plants^ among others tjxe 
black hellebore ( /itf//cftorM5 niger), with its rose* 
coloured blossoms^ different species of biil*- 
Tushes^ &c. till at lei^h yoU arrive at Villa 
Hermosa^ where the eye embraces the whole 
northern chain. 

Whoe?er would characterize the Peuaglosa 
in as ifew Words as possible^ might denominate 
it a southern Alp. No traveller will repent 
having ascended it^, especially as he has no 
occasion to spend more than a day in the ex- 
cursion. 



. SUPERSTITION. 

• • - ■ 
Whole volumes have been written on super* - 
ftition. but the authors seem to have forgoitteii 
that it is interwoven in tl^e texture of the human 
heart. Fear and hope^ .weakness and ign^rwce- 
— these are the causes of an illusion so natural 
and so consolatory. .^ . . . 

In nothing is the soothing powet of super* 
stion so Mrongly exemplified^ as the belief in 
the guardianship of saints. What can be more 
cheering ancl more encouraging to the heart of 
the sufferer^ than to be able to rely with confi- 
deojce/ aoiid alt the vicissitudes of life, on these 
friends and protectors ! Happy are the en*- 
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lightened who can do without them ; but trulj 
wretched would be the poor^ if deprived of this 
comoling idea. 

in no country is this notion so general as in 
Spain^ and ebpeeially in Valencia^ where almost 
CTerjr saint has a particular function. Thus 
St. Roque protects from pestilence, and St. 
Anthony from fire; St. Lucia is applieil to jn 
diseases of the eyes, and St. Blase in those of 
the throat. St. Nicholas is* the patron of young 
marriageable females^ St.'Raymond of pregnant 
women^ and St. Lazarus of those in labour. St. 
Casilda dispenses her aid in haemorrhages^ and 
St. ApoHonia in tooth-ache. St. Augustin giyes 
relief in dropsy, and the kind St. Barbara de« 
fends from lightning. In a word^ there is ho 
incident or circumstance^ however triflings ,but 
what has a saint expressly to superintencl it. 

The saints of this coiintry perform a very;; 
important part among the Valencian coachmen. 
Each has bis particular patron or patroness^ 
whose image he constantly carries about Iiim as 
a scapulary^ and to whom he commends him- 
self on every occasion. 

Nobody is more grateful as long as the jour*' 
ney is prosperous, but woe to the saint if liny 
mishap befals his votary ; for the latter imme- 
diately flies in the face of his protector, and 
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disckaf^^s* upoif' him tiie whole weight of bk ' 
indigiialdon for his nej^ligence. ; r 

Beurgokig pienttojiB an inslAQce of this kinda .: 
{iis^oichman^^had driven the carriage down * 
a precipice*' Full; of. imge^ .he .tore the.isfi^in^^ 

lary in^pi)ec<is> anditrod it.aoder bi» feef^i at the 
same time Ibading.ihie: r^spectiire i^aints with 
eaLecratioBs^ and wishing them in the ..lowest . 
pit of:- hell,. Aldemmda &akta Bmifara! A ^ 
los diab(^MSan Frami^m! jilinfierm^ rm^tra. 
Senora del Carme ! Thus all the saiots whom, -i 
he had'be^n ^ceostamed to iirroke/ received bis 
maledictioti? iu tbeir tuf ih aud all were severely' - 
reproftfcbed for tlieir impeteuce^ their treacherjr,' 
or tbeit iHtttleiitiop. * r 

A&Otthefv kind of superstitioiij very copmioii 
\n Vaieo^ia;,' is^ whiit they denomiti^e mal At 
ojos,^ii& exuression whieb does iiot imply *^ - 
disease^df tb^ e}^^ but a bewitchiog by meaiis 
of thpwe^ orgaijsi^ ; - *^ : - •^ v 
. Is it not singular that so baneful an influence 
should, in all ages, have been ascribed to the 
n6bI0st.4^ad^|most heautifiiLofgans lof man ? ; I^t ' 
the orighr of this motion b^ what iiwiiU/ num^ 
berl^^ expedientsTiiive been deVised ia Valencia/ 
against the dangerous iital de qjos^ 

The most common way in which these people 
protect themselves from it, is by means of amu- 
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Wsj and'pBiiicttlarlj bj maneciBM, orlittld4tory 
hands^ paws of moles/ and^btnnebed oflheiliecb 
clarj;: 'In4tks6S of extreme . neoedsitjr^ sainfaA 
lible remedy, is to gite jk^^^ -as. it: is called, ix^ 
the basilisk eye/ and Ae ehcrmidi instantly dis^ 
solvecl.^ Grea^ impoii;aDce' is i attached* to -the 
poisitloil' of' ihe thumb, ^betwten:;: the ibre Mid 
middle finger.; and in ihisi: rmtaner it is repW 
Sented ia< thA^ aboT^m^ndioned .maneeillaiSi 
which ace imi^arsally hung ^Mund the nedcs ol 
childbed. , ... j 

^ I shall add.a few words conceroii^ the i3ijner» 
ie Bruixass or* witches' pence, whiichyou £rc^ 
quently hear talked of in Yalradia; These afo 
helicites, * which are found in great ^umbcrs^ 
for exMd^le, at Ibi* - Neii^thefese^ ihejulare 
considered as lucky omens by tbi peasantryi^siui/ 
pi^cservcid with* truly cooiic' vencfation/: The 
passions and jibe ab«4iridi^$ of men tbaM 
been the samo in every country axkAii^\^V0rf 
age* ■ '; •' "' '• • • ' t • • ^^ y 'i- ^ ' i f i 

« Lapidcs numfsmalevs. TheMt^ aL^mr^kybody kgo^s/ 
are a. kind of!i9aaH'9 sk^^^ikQ wjmrtf >pf ^liich|itmi}^<rQBi 
the exterior- piwjSp,.4^^e, so .f onffilq^ly, cqnp^l^^ ^^i^t, l^e 
whole resembles a lens, and appears conrex on cithedr 
iide. 
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MURVIEDRO. 

Murviedro is a town cooiaioing about fiy^ 
thousand five hundred iub^hitaats^ most of 
whom are emplajed in agriculture. It ig %u- 
tuMed at the di&tanee of four leagues from V^ 
lencia and one from the sea^ in an enchanting 
country^ nearly on the spot whiere on^e stood 
the ancient Saguntuna^ whose history is kaowa 
to every, reader. 

How many ruins of ancient Roman and 
Moorish grandeur here present themselves I 
How many recollections of past ages are hero 
revived V How many witnesses attest the . fra^* 
gility of all hum^n things ! 

The monuments of Roman magnificence fir^t 
arrest our attention. Among these the theatre 
deserves particular notice. It was erected em 
the declivity of a hill^ and was capable of ac-t 
commodatihg nine thousand persons. 
; '' The ancient theatre of Murviedro," says 
Bourgoiog, ^' is in such good preservation^ 
that the gradations of the seate may yet be 
clearly distinguished. The lowest part, where 
we place the orchestra^ was occupied by the 
magistrates ; above them were the seats for the 
l^nights ; higher up those for the other citizens^ 
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ifcnd the uppermoft were destined for tbe lictori 
iqMl courtesans. 

All these places, except the last, had separate 
eatraMes> of which the vomitoria, or galleries 
hy which the mass of the people departed, are 
still to be seen. The circumference of the am- "^ 

phitheatre is stated at four hundred and twenty- 
fire feet, and the height, from the orchescra to 
the uppermost seats, at one hundred. 

It seemed for some time as if the hand of 
time would be permitted to sweep away entirely 
these precious relics of ancient Roman grandeur, 
even after the representation of Dean Marti had 
procured a peremptory ordinance of the king ia 
their behalf. 

The proscenium ifras already covered with ' 
trees and cottages, the stage was transformed 
into a repe*walk, and the stones were even re- 
moved from some of the lower ranres of seats. 
At lengthj that excellent minister Aranda re» 
solved to appoint a commis$ar%o conservador 
expressly for this purpose ; and he has since 
fulfilled the duties of his oflSice with great 
punctuality. 

Besides the theatre there are many other 
Roman monummts ajt Murviedro, for example, 
the ruins of an ancient circus,^ a temple o^ 

* An orchard hz% been planted within this edifice, sad 
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Bacchus^ &c, vliicb the ipdetitor amnot ma^ 
template without regret. Many a ma^nificeMt 
oolumn is used for a water-pipe^ o\ax^J ^ slab of 
tnarhle for grindijig salt^ and many a mpnlchn^ 
stone which should have been transmitted with 
the greatest care to posterity^ now forou part of 
the pavemont of a goat-house. 

The Moorish ruins^ though not numeron^, 
are not less remarkable. High above the an^ 
cteht theatre rise the half-decayed wails and 
towttrs of aa ancient castle 1 What a.stritci«g 
contrast in the style of the architecture ! How 
many ages combine^ in 9( single {Kiiat ! JSiick . 
in maa : .such is the fate of \ii& boasted workf;,.: 
an4 svich tbe end of bis short-Uvcd migpi^ 
fierce! Where arc the jgeaeiFatiqus which 
have U?ed and foagbt on^this snmt^wl|icthaii/si^. 
here jendurrd all tbevicissitttda^ of plj^a^re^Ojfi^^ 
of pain ? Swallowed up. in tbe-^j^byssrof ^Wm 
soancely has history preserr^ 4i fern .^f 4hi^J 
^names^ .....■, * ..... /. 

Fortresses crumble into ruin, man retumi to 
his native dust; but nature, eiulued with ^eveo- 
lasting energies, flourishes in the bloom of iin** 
mortal youth. These wide-spreading olives^ 
these prodigioiA algarrobos, €stoe afforded shtelr 

the )lialf demolished waUs liave been used for the foundation 
<tf anew iadosure. 



« 
tet iothe andielit Mborisli warriors; and these 

stately aSoes, these nnperisbaAiie paloDfitoB^ iuiTid 

for ages covered their tombs. Here the hermit 

ought to hartr confirtrocted hik cell ; every sur^- 

rouoditig objisct wptild have been a memehtp of 

humafi frailty. > > ^ 



• ■ 
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'Yfce reader- is acquainted' with the iiortheril 
parts of the Jjrorince of Val^encia ; he kaoVs 
that the iticlbmeht sky and the ungrateful soil 
hiv^ compelled the diigenious inhabitants to 
ha^O' recourse tx> A thobsand new Waykoff pro- 
cutfng a rabisislenee;' He will not therefore he 
surj^ fined t6 fiod among them a numbei" of jug- 
giers^ ttierty«'andf'ews^ rope-danteni; |)Uppet- 
ptiyinrs; ^t: ' #ho* w^ in great repute for thei^ 
arti thftfu^out tlKe whole periinsilla^ ' 

Amongthe j«igglers^ the stranger must n6t fai4 
deed^pect to find «;ny Philidots ; but to Chepoo^ 
{MTe of this eountry th^ appear absolute conjurors; 
This eats fire/ and devours serpents ; that m'ajces 
palms grow in a night'-cap^ and fHes pancakes 
in a hat ; a tirird tranifoi^ms painted frogs 
into living animals^ and instantaneously con*, 
ir^s i/99teT into wine. In shorty thit mo^ com* 
mon experiments of our Wie^b and Jftpsenthal 
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may be seen repeated with considerable dez^ 
terity^ to the astonishment of thei^orant mul- 
titude. 

To these the tukiiblers and ^ope^-dancert^ are 
v^ry little superior. The spectitOr is obligisd 
to be content with dexterity in them also^.instead 
of skill. Those who are fnost distinguished in 
this respect are the puppet-show men^ and the 
directors of dancing dogs and monkies. 
' The former now and then exhibit one of the 
ancient autos sd^rarrieittiiles with derilft and iU- 
giels, but in general a kind of myhetes, 'in the Va- 
Tencian dialect, it is true^ but fcrllbf witand eotnic 
situations^ iPlie latter Bometinfes 'i^r^esentre^ 
gular ballets, at others ludicVoiis^ imiiationfs of 
foreign dances ; and both these exhibitiohs fre«* 
quently have a moral or a political tendency. 

This was very e^iAmonly ihe' case during the 
last war with France, and also at the. introduc- 
tion ^f anynf^w coiintry-dafu^e). Ajt^tbe^piip- 
petiTsb^jy^ .tbp fipt^c^atar was, ?^«pused witb^t^e 
whole h^tory qf-the rejolutio^^ the guiWoti^^ 
thie.nfitionai.a#sjeQ)hly^ &c. of course with the 
nep^sfsiary ipiproyeiMnts ; while the dmcin^ 
dogs ) and apes.wiejce caricaturing th^ new- 
fnAhiof\edp^timetra^9mi ma4iimita9j* fnu9ca4Hs 
and incrojfables. 

» A 'Spatiiah tttm of aeri«ioii for kidies wbo tfTtct t(y itest 
ia the height of OktftMsm. 
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te fwmat c0Bclttd0d \ritb the air of the 

• » • * ■ ■ • » . 

M§fmilh)iMs wifl the .luttcr with the Carina- 
gQoie^ which the directors of th^e exhibitiona^ 
always ii^onipaiiied with yipj^nt anti-galHcaa 
feiMiii Itjis aot impro^iable that these repre- 
9jGritfl4Mpk iniiy, cQiUipijeiattqguethe^setw^tj 
|waa,>;eipecialW as the Y^il^cians <haYe never 
hew Tery partial to the Fri^nck. 

Such acf^ ]^e|u^lers> &c, of VaJencia^ whose 
%(%jaQeoHf,t9;hf^rl^ereditar^ i^ their families^ ^d 
wlioijmayr iHQi gffsp^ i|i.9ll their jpreatpess^ at the 
faifs aad 410 iifich JiiUBp^tv^jwio^s. Whpeye^ tra- 

iii;^]|)m^ of tlj^fi, ti?^ pt fl»^r-l^gged ^rtists ia 





' ' ' tJr^n^^-lrces are' here propagatted either troA 
$tM of slips, Vaili 'of which' methods hare thefi: 
advantages atidCbeir disadvantages.^ 

* ' ' Uf arige-tf ees raised froni se^ed attatii it toiuth 
greater size arid age than the others* ; btat their 
growth is iriiich slower, and the iquality of their 
fruit is very iriferioV. Tho^e rais^^d from slips 

. :# They generally grow to the height of twenty*fife feet^ 
and liyeto^the age of eighty^ or niaeiy.y^rst - 
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itp, on the eoninay, ttvebflMrre r^iHy, 
md yield eiquiske ftcviti; but th«y we atw«^ 
much MOBlievy attd die « eatly ai th«ir Mmm- 
ttttb 0t tweiftty- fiftk yeir . . 

Ai< speedy ptoflt kthe ionly object o£t|lM 
VfAmtmM, they prefer^ wgtaemlj tli^ l«ttif 
Aetbod.' We fball giyei a 'brief deiefi|KiM -^f 
both ways^ begianiiig'Wiih -the fiMpoef. ' "^ ^ * 
* To umeiomngeMkyees from efed,' the land' is 
4a^ ^ plodgbed >up> to the deptbiafi « £Mt a^i 
Itsaat^'Oiid '18 'divided inter bedff from sioerto 
twelw^M irf breadA* / .Ia:tfics6«ife'niadelUUe 
boles^ t^m fititfhae dewp^ and'' a foot aada; b^lf 
aauadff!i| and into eaob am dfopped 4m# m 
four pippins. This opa;ii;tio»mt»i be^pNirfttfiiied 
at the 4>egidiiiog of summuer; • and a wellrOMi- 
mired soil^ ceaapoeed of sapd afid va^xk^ imisi be 
eboeen fortke purpose, 

Here tbe plants are suffered to ^row tUI thay 
have attained the-beigbt of fOur of frre iocAep. 
"The strongest and most . healthy only, is left in 
each hole, and the ^ound is carefully watered 
Its before. . In this manner you obtain, in four 
or five y^ars, i|. number of excellent young trees, 
-which may be then transplanted and grafted 
about the eighth year. 

With respect to the second method, that of 
raisini^. orange-trees by means of suckers, it is 
tliose of lemoMrees t)iat ore gcDerally takeor for 



AMftsi h«eft«st 4ii«y tivrife better. And aore tub- ' 
j€i«t «d fl^f ieddufito. Tbcy ud pknted m 
tlM^fiie! spring' iikiDthdj ttboot^i foot mid a Iwlf 
Muoder^ in a sml that'liM prtviotrsi^been well 
uNkttfed'^ And, iM: ili# time df planting they aie 
at klast'Six fiich«»:inr leogth. 

H^retbef are kept careful)}' wateftd, titt 
they have* grown to be aboot * an' iocfa thick/ 
<rbej are then grafted aboat four or fiie incbea 
aboYe tbe groand^ and are Jeflrtn ^be same place 
tilltbe succeiediiigJaiiiiarjy February, orManch, 
Mi^ben 4hdy are^'trahtplanted.at the distaofce of 
twelve or fdtti*teen feet •ft ain each other. 
- IHiMr gtq^prttfj if wall wateed^ is omt.. TBry 
rapid^ tilli iiy^tlii]vc0i|;fat}i; ^af at ^tha :4atait^ 
tkayi fiATt iiittainnlr;ite height itf ten tfott^ and 
ar^ ttpreatfiTifMB iK^JcircimfimBaa, : ; Uofiiite-* 
nately they begin to . decay; so. aarijf aa4bbif 
twelAii ovnftmitedMb yeaiv aiMl;di4 mthetwm^ 
tietk' iov^^wtiity«» fifth . at iatt at ; .1 

The VatkNiciHiiB, aevtrtbekas^ give the ptHt^ 
rence'to this method, •ince-ti atfords. them a 
asueli greater piofit. . The produce of each of 
these iwange^rees is, upon an average, sioL Keals^ 
from which one t&isd at raoat mutt be deducted 
for expencQS. As the intorveaiag spaces, may 
be occupied by .all sorts^ of pulse and, cutkiary 
vegeUi>i6s, the cultivation of the* orapge«4x^ 
filing coosequeotly be T«rylucrati9ie«' 
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^^|ip% 9n4.4iii4i)llti|». fa i^ 9tM9gfi'fim§: 
rctre^JW one .^rtflio^ifeiii.Jv^fM, «# vig«^«ii«r 

climes, replete writh all,tIie.gloMKing.»nergii«»^C> 
l^lft. i{<^f^<«|^|^m9^iU|<^^s99^1j' ^t^{4o«M«i» 

*9A M^ .6y»»|tf« ;tj»^ ij^ru' plifKm ^hmmly*9>m 

sdJ no binoiMta shm*'-!-" •>'i ' b 'v! • .■* h f>i ■■' • ' i 

and that the seotioek and «igmiJb£»g«t9fl9t«Kloof4 ? 

audacit j^c, .tSiwciwnM ]fj^eOr/4i9pjMWs^ ;tlieir m4^ 

iM^f^ii^fit iffflifcb^tpmi* wdi-b^ftptedv the flag 
of; i^f |J^r,9Pj^a9,{)[i|kti«ily nfl^; uiifri^qiie0tly » 

c«9)(H^jf jtHy41y.)«ail^^4o4cur .tlieiir own flag to 



Tto Mtn« Wah. th«rca«e'i«rY^t»fee^dfh(<ir d«^' 
seenCiy ft«iA>i^)y»6ijlth(; inhlBitknti-^e' ndt ftM^' 
a fnoitfth seciire. ' At ent ihat fhej a|)t>N)attied- 
tbil -slioyd by %t«idCli,'^«sped«ny ia %etiip«kuoiu 
nights^ and in flat»bottomed boats ; at tnoB^tti • 
thef made good their landing by open Yiolenee. 
Here they deceived the sentinels stationed on the 
coast by falseattacks;' there they fell upon them 
like ferocious tigers. Sometimes thej merelj 
ptoAflcdtlt^ -thfe^ilteg%« >di^<tte(d^ dot litlieifs^ 
they'in^^^ififfta^fi^t^'^Y ^$W)srsd'4e«^ifMPitA»i 
th« cbfiiMiPyi' ' X^ift^thMi^d^tfteiofis/* they iMAifr' 
fail^aii^ <iir»5^<»fl^^)fwtiber<rfithi^ infa«bitiiiit0itt% 

Aet&fUngl^, t^ th^ -ibdltetiltltte MlliMliiDii 
of <th^ C08^ tioAdhg^ iff9iim «hf ««C^f iucfh^^ti^ 
^or as one of these AlgerifiC c^rsaif s ^ iitflhtiig' 
\ii»)sMidarmhigWtb€^wett^kiM)n¥facfy^ M&tok! 
Mwm en » itePral- Jihros / - JW^rw I ' ifr^tf » 
v<f^a N^tber-MiiiretsAt signal fdr despair.* 

It isettsy t^'oanceiif^ htfw agvMabte the pe^tt 
of 1985c idtist have been f o the harassiid inh^bi^ 
taots of liiia country; even thcHigb It ura^ pur^* 
chased/- after tfie inefeetoal' bombardmetit 
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t}i^ pr^eedii^ ye^/p, at the rate of fourtiM^ft milt- 
lions of realB. Since that period^ tbejr B»ajr afh* 
ply themselves without danger to the purauiAe 
of agriculture, the fisheries, and the ooMtipg** 
trade ; they may sleep peaeably in their Q6t« 
tage«i and see the Algerine fl^ig flying upro 
their shores without terror. 

I shfiU here add a few worda conceroii^ 
ihC| paotpmioiiQs^ . representing b^ttlei^ e^m^ 
o|oi» 11) tjbe «outh of Spoiioj atid the: origiii 
of which is to be sought io the foj^oiec conflicts 
with the African .piratrs. Tbay ;are. very ge,« 
nerttUy pesforoii^d in the villagies ^m the ^ofmt» 
on isfj^in ; iii^kortant national ^v^enAs, ^joch ^M 
^e APf^i^on of a new 90¥eroig9> tfce^procAae 
' ifi^tipu of peace> and other ,QceMioq».,f>f % like 
*«aiuj:^. . . . . . :^f. ' : 

.Onci/of these pantoBfiimes aapfeaents ft regular 
battle between the pirates and .the inhabitaota 
«f the cwflt, -beitweeA the Moots jmd &e Cbris-p 
tiaes. The. former^ in their boaisi are stationed 
fit. some dietance from tibe shore ; the latter arc 
posted in detachments between the wateb-towera 
••long, the coast* The pirates are suddenly de-* 
scried ffoiiitheafn2a^a«» and instantly theChria* 
tians advance to oppose their landing. 

The corsairs approach ; the Spaniardis point 
their e^uitton ; and a tremendous fire is opened 
pn both sides. The corsairs soon leap on shore '; 



the Spanish troops are obliged to give way, 
wA retreat^ in the greatest disorder^ to their 
entrenchmients. 

From all sides is heard nothing but the cry 
df alartfi ; ^Mores f Moras ! en tUrra ! Mores ! 
Sfdr^os !' Arma) Arma! Mi^antrhile one de- 
tachment of the enfemy, after Another, p^ifts- 
trtftes to the etitrenebinelits. These the chris- 
4ia(i» are 6a the' pmnt of ^ abandoning, wfaeii 
suddenly the Bless^ Vitgin appeals, witlr the 
|^wtffc#teiidi#d of* Bpifeio. 

ihspirecl^Hdth B*w'eourag«*: ^A elto^lA'eH&iff 
£a^fWg€nnosa^st8Hf*'''H^in3nd^ from ftH 
fWR-s amidst i|imit» (Off joy . Tike ' dirfiitijtn cit^- 
Ifimni agaifi 'iirdtanceT'lhe eorsairs nre tret- 
powered : some are hurled into the sea, thi6 i'esiC 
wfe'tnidte "pffsoMgfis t Mid, • in a f^w minutes^ 
the Spaniardil ob<^n the molt complete victory* 
'Thfe'is followed by a tlitimphal prcMcession, 
id whieh the captive pirates- are' presented to 
the ladies of the place. Th^^ intercede for 
t^keoi, and they are transfofmed into christians. 
Tiie whole concludes with a sttpper i^nd ball, 
which at least are not deficient ioi^iaMhisrn m&t" 
fiment and gaiety. 

.... . . - • r ■. , 

w t./^ForwMds! Fotwwi»l The Yivgiiiasstitsaf!*' 
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Hm ial)ag!e» <^oiKtaiftttig, al ihe^ntofMMt^ tiro 
bundred inhabiiiiiti^ and fii(l;ttted^ nearly in. Urn 
iimike o£ the Huertai^e Alicamtoi / recfiied ita 
timmi ftom thelmly kaiidkOTchtd£w ;im^ 

pression of our Saviour's face (.Saoto FdM^ 
^bii^h k pfCMnted tbei^. 

/Fliis Jiandkerebief^ which origkaitj helpiyil 

«(ii:dod ia tiite^^gfaadi Jk^ jaioi tike ihftUdsx^C a 
poor Spaiudbi^aQdkski^iaii.vrliouiook H.^^ 
^ithyiam^/QD^iibeiaff appoinkd^ a£>ttfii& 

^ilkgr^DaiilMt^imfe jaiil^d SfteJbmi.i.TlJnacii 
%uaini;eid^a«itiigthel]i«yiiefj^^ ih^ 

laffe iiriti an til^ ihojb, .irato^ whiicfailMaritbraJV nanjl 
oibfV^actifi]|^a.efvdTOJss^^ ;^ />i.fr tuh lu u>/.>-.>iu 

: Tli$« hdljrv.handlLBrGiittf^<di<iia€[te^^^ 
ter^timn IhtsL igaor^ vsulaer^titoiirHMt ^lerwtia^ 
ii.iiiigbt'jw%.a^Mrei^ Scasiiodj^jhadi^beMctor 
tomedl his baok^ b^doiait madeiitis^ay throng 
the other gacmeniis^: ^aad toiok itsplaoei^atitlle 
topi, to si^hieh it had fio fair a r^ht and*tiUev ' ^ 

In ¥a^ did the cectoi:> a f<ew days afterwards; 
again push it under the other ctptfaes^ Res^Wtfd 
to maintain its rights^ it soon regained the post 
of honour.^ 
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A second time tlie rector found it in this si- 
tuatiooj and indignantly thrust it down to the 
very bottom of the box. Suddfenly — O miracle 
sufficient to convert the most obstinate heretic ! 
^he. holy ^baidk^hief thrlsw asiite the clothes 
in evi^y dif€c1&oti~4eMr up .to tfae cieling^and> 
atthe sanotimey dedared itself to be' the kten- 
tieal handkwchief vrairn by^ odr blessed iMid 
1^ Saviour.; - ' i 

The good parson was titiMhac^^str^dk^ : add 
i9^ ^aatri afboiiiA loak^g «ioeiiribi fiir<«his ^fiitlt. 
He mdiibite^ it jpu^Aidy -isfi ith^ diureliG bikilt!' 
& obapfel for it$ mrnpH^a, .hnd;g0^efir%aire kaitb» 
^lbige;theaniaiejii#thiif^B8ei<rusri^reliro i^ i 
^..Wrdu thAt^mckaiuti pfBb iDBbadleraft^iaiotitc^ 
hasablen miA^ght hylikt 4iol)r tUiidkeraj^fef ; 
anil it' JiaboabeaysriixianifeUedr' dts* idfficiicy ini « 
gaetacttiairriniiilnitoifiiii^gimt ,diai]ght.iu>Th^ ith«^ 
pression of the face^ it isritmle^/<appbir8' sonte^ 
whut tmalleistfaair rbn ;tlie)i£t;ttbc^haadk^rehfefs 
fOffMaPf^ «*[ Romci jOviedo^\an^ Jaiia ; blit «it 
lias.bea«ijpilh»^- that.if:isi,sonM;tm^ and 

il^.otiieirB smlkUfir^ .and that iathikinstaaoft it is 
aiJeast asilafgiKa&lnthOBe^^boiveHmBntiotted^' Let 
duebcoour .thm be.pacid to the sacted hand*^ 
]Mf<^<$f, ibe Jliever so ol^ and > the ampwssiba 
ever so iinp^ceptible ^ 
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MINERALOGICAL OBSfiRVATTONS. 

r # 

In the mountains of Valencia are found th#^ 
folloiviiig metals :i-^ 

Ironsi Fredas and la Pobla; the mines 
beein neglected for np wards of a eentury- 
PorcaH> in the Muela de Miro ; tkiht Bot 
wrought :— -at Oa«tlefort, badly wrought ^-i-at 
Onda^ in the Sierra de E^adftU:, ti^rt^wrdu^t-t 
•^ttt Cauaret, not wrought :— at Chulilla^ Aot 
wrought: — ^at Ayodar, ncrt wrdiight :-^betw^eft 
Roto va a Ad ' March u quera> n ot ^wrought, * ' 

Cohtdt, at Ayodar, but the ttline has bem 
eittvrely neglected. » '-»♦>:.. 

Copper, I&ewiae a* Ayodar, but iidt wrdtagif. 

^tMeksilver, betwc^ A^aM ati^ Eslida/^Vt 
Mount Crenta, The tmne had be^ tieglicfMi 
for many centuries, but at length, in 1793, it 
was again opened. . From the analysis pf its 
ore^ ' it was found that one hundred pounds 
' contained thirteen of quicksilver, twenty-^one 
of coppet, eighteen of sulphur and ar* 
senic/ lind ,4, of silver. The mine1s'neve^the* 
less said to have been again given up since 
1796. : 

Lead, at Yclto. These mines were vrroiight 
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only 6roni 1775, to 1779,"^ and nobody erw 
thought of analyzing the ore. 

The mottntains of Vakntia likewise contain 
qnarries of marble and alabaster, of which we 
l(aYe already tveated ; beds of eoaU for ia«- 
stance, at Pobia, Vallibooa, io the Peuaglala, 
&e. which begun to be wrought oiriy foqr or 
five years since; besides innuin^able quarries 
of gypsum, in ilm above^^mentioned places, and 
ia <ithers> the^ produce of which f#rms a coosi«» 
derabla branch of commerce. 

These d^ails are certainly meagre, but mkm 
fortunately, ^nineralogy and the workii^ of 
mines ar^ subjects- to which very little aitea*- 
tif]^ indeed is paid iii Spain, How ^UifiMtDus 
are the treasures which are here yet <vmiKph>9€ii^ 
4>r -which: nobody bniyws how to turn rtp any ac* 
-cottat ! What riches^ what- resour oes, aire ^ here 
dMcaad perhaps toa^erla^tidg neglect ! > 



HERMITAGES. 



. There are ip Valencia seyeral hermitagfii^ 
the situations <of which are in, geiief al admirably, 
aiid the views they coaimand are eocbantipg* 
Hcrmttos of this Iciod ar^to }>e met >wiUi peNr 
Murviedroj Raba^ Beaidorm^ and other placei^ 
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wImIi fM ma/tmm iMite iMiMljr tret Inm tta«» 
iiibalrited. 

Om «f A» ««il agfwtbW o£ these hti m^ 
•geiittik«l fitniflwd mm Mmvkin^ on a leAy 
wwittBfeiii, iMfiM»ilM.rtiitii.#f ao mscmt Mner- 
iik fWtftit Me ilill to be leeft*. Heve^ in ITlj^, 
ft y<»#r Feenell MeleeieiAic^ mh» iMidi Jong te- 
ei4edtoiftM4i^ ftse4biftelNide Hef^pmied 
file cottage, enlMged tbe littile. glurdbiW «id 
fdepM 00m9^it ft'fow ^HflNBMitiftri pUoerAreee. 

13it go^«M4li«e4 i»biibiliiN MiKSM^M 
^«|iplie4 biia iritli iNwn^iMepsi liP; irl»i4k itri^b 

Jite«9«iui8 fJ9i> J»e< fifftHI tbfW yfi% Jkfm* 
.. .Aaoflittf v«ry ^kMtiit ]|ei|iiik«f«>|tM|l4t9" 

iipff , 4iU ibf ypar )79(^j^yMl tn ^(44 ff- 
cluie» wbote wigiii fH^ ^fimir^ MFNpie >4«Mlij 
^mbKi^i UNi wba wap^ CWV^^ijr Mkeft ^ & 
Ger IMP* He ^e^ l^y tb# Mil* 9€ ol4 ^Mtip^ 
bad lined miwftds pf jGbrtj y««ri on bia aKH»p- 
taifi> appear^fd t^ be iiearljr one bimdred jmM^s 
^M^ and.wai revisifM^ by Uie people^ of ^ cmnlf y 
alQiaetfas a saint. $ix jeiuni before bis deatb> be 
wi»:S«;#tWie t»J» be «^l>>o t9 afcgQnd tbe moiin- 
lain, which is pretty steep> without asiri^tance. 
He died on New- Year's Day, 1791, y^hm the 
temperature bad suddenly fallen to 50^. 
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bited by an old Irish sailor^ vfho, ibr the' last 
twt!ftty*-fih^ jMtrty 'h«i»M^«rikiMiidied ft^^m his 
rock. On aciDOlutt^ <tf 4ii* ||iMi» «i|lei<^^ 
ros^ct 1o the oDiirst of 4h0 toniii^ i»g'iSL«Mtte* 
rated as an oradte^ and sup^lkd ^'wHlk aimn- 
daoce of pro^skmii Aoe«f€ii^ to 4iia «|Mar- 
T^ftons^ ike tmiiiift ' alw^yit a^f«6S(cii this ^«ast 
n parailol iiaes. 

^ Ail^ thaseh^lnMsMge* sftre taiall fttii, MMIly 
cNMitrtteied df l^j^ or <fte im»k of IfoAi^ and in 
-^eooril c^iMMtd oittj^ iMlh^^ ^pfUm^ 

Itf afaches ; ArottnA ^ete ire f^ieit^ - algaite* 
Im>s^ fig^ orange^ or almond-trees; the inlarVal 
bei% '^cettp^tfd' ij' ir «w4ll^ Is^chMI fil^den^ 
m\Adkn ¥k |Mfef«il jifbvkM ^hh % flt»>itfg; 
im^m^bpliti^mMhrn^^^ trln^tiilliiy/ a4tlei^; a 
Mctwilta^ *rlk^ oinik>t^ lail^ti j^iftd^* A^tteiep 

iflipre$8i^'oH^^e#)^vMlo^.^ ^'^ ^ "^ ' 
Bu« itf-whtel eoihllr^/^ikP « sky, 

t6ttli(iik^ \i(^ ^Hi^httmi b^moiHe^ pleasiiit ahd 
ittoref ccwtfftrtiWi ?" Wliefe ^ could '^thfe werld 
and all its iUufllietis be tnoro easily f|i^ottan; 
wbere coilld ^n cmhapjiy tilotta) ^Kb^i^deter- 
ihiried io bid adieii to it^ reclifi^Ms^'weal^ head 
ttiore^ softly to eouK repos^ fhadf iiil' Vblettcia ? 
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COMMERCE AKD HARBOURS. 

In the consideration of the Commerce of the 
province of Valencia, we must in the first place 
ibake a distinction between the internal and the 
foreign trade. 

The internal commerce must be subdivided 
into the trade of the various provincial dis- 
tricts with each other, and with the neighbour- 
ing provinces. Both of these are carried on 
either by laiid, by means of arrieros^ or by coast- 
mg vessels. v . 

To begin with the commerce- of the different 
provincial districts v-^the northern supply the 
southern with timber, earthen-ware, ' linen and 
woollen stuffs, esparto, brandy, cattle, &c. while' 
the latter send to the former corn, .fish, the com- * 
modities of the Levant; silk, algarrobos, &c. 
The western part furnishes salt, and the east^ra 
rice and vegetables. In a word, there is acon- 
tinual exchange between the different districts. 

As to the internal commerce with th6 neigh-- 
bouring provinces, rice, silk, the fruits of the 
south, fish, &c. are exchanged with Castile and 
Arragon for corn, w6ol, and cattle. In like 
manner, flax, hemp, silk, oil, rice, soap, &c. are 
sent to Murcia and Granada, and in return Va-- 
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lencia receives part of the productions of those 
provinces^ such as "wines^ southern fr lilts/ esparto 
w^ires^ either for itsf commerce with the Balearic 
islands^ or fbr exportatioA to. foreign cottatries. 

Witii respect to its foreigal commerce^ Va* 
lencia chiefly e^sports the foUoiiriiig prodacttousS' 
southern fruits^ oil^ wine^ barilla^ soda^ piU 
eb|i;r4&> esparto^ sidt» sitk^ &c« to Italy^ England,* 
France^ HaUfto4# the.n^rthetra statei> and South < 
Amfrjif^a;; ^pd pveoeives in exi^hange cofn^salt*-' 
fishj ship-^timb^y pUch^ tai^ iroh^.aod fine 
linens^ This, foreign tride Js. carrifd on ^inMk < 
the ports of Alicante> Valencia^ Vinktoz^ Be«»» 
nicarIo> MurviedrOj and 6.uard«»ar» whostt 
shares 19 it ini\9t fwiur^lly! be v»y 4^^^^ ^' ' < ' 

The .$jrpt in, rank ^ ift . Alicantei ^hera a great . 
number of ifoi;cigii cotnmftrci^l . bouses are esta^ 
blished^. a94 ^hicji i& likewise the residence of • 
all the foi^eign pon/iuU. . The buiiness transacted 
here if prodigip4:is^ aiid> during nioe m^tba in 
theyearj aim ps tall the flags of Surepema^ be 
seen at ooce in tfae'PfortodT Alicante* 

Thus^ for ipstance^in 1795, which was a. very 
good year, the following articles were shipped 

here : saffron 5306 pounds ; am'seed 6975 

arrobas; almonds without shells 14,410 arro^ 
bas; raisins 1880 arrobas; flgs ll^arrobas; 
cummin ^8 arrobas ; liquorice-root 173 arro-- 
bas ; wiae and brandy above 17,000 cantaros of 

^ m2 



ciAcb; Qrae^es. and' leii»hs» abaut» hS&0;090; 
li^rtlla^ 1800 iwksi; soi^k IdOQitons*; cimiabari 
^dialttm 35Q tons ; oliwkDil:97&'arMba8^..&a 

The cojBHicrce' of ' Yalencia is. noti so . comi^* 
doable; Jix isialiQort entirely^ confifiedtto the 
e^fMAtation.of winej and^ brandy to North and^ 
Sou^h, America.; esparto and fruit to Italy, 
i^togtand.^ I^ance^ and .HoJland ; hemp for the 
*fllfit(al Oarthagena^ andisilks to Ataaerica-. 

Notbtog is shipped at ^the port» of MttrYie-* 
d«o>. Bbnkarl^S' an^ i y iiiaro9^ e:Kcep4^win« and^ 
bi;aQdy^; ^biitithe^'qnantipti^d of'tbes^icomniodi- 
tieskjexportol vto %BitgliiBd/ ErtMe) and ^the nordi - 
aee prodigidJiSiv 

Lastly;. the>lt^tl0 port of ^Qilmrd^mar i» chiefijr - 
. used for the shipping ^of^salt^ from tbe^ "^orks of 
la JVIata> lafgte cargoes^ of^' t^bich are carried 
away by Datch> Danisbj and Ragnsan- Veesels. 

Tbe total iralue^of the.eiitportfl of Vali^neia- 
was estimated^thirty y^ars skit&by the celdblated 
Cavanilles ' :at ten- millions^ ^fpislsttes^ The 
modern calculation of twelve millions *cannot 
therefore appear at all exaggerated » 

Thus also in respect to the total yalue of all 
the productions of the province; if it wa» 
computed by CaTanilles at thirteen millions of 
piastres^ it cannot be thought too high to rate 
the present amount at fifteen or ^sixteen mil^ 
lions. > V , 



* WhiM; are ^dut ferajis frdm ft bl»iii^i^fsdh «( 
these data ? In tbe^first^lftoe tha% ^ tliast ^hne^ 
HikUk of ihe)yrddk]ctaon8*of ¥titeiida Vrfe ^r6<^ 
fitaUe articles of comoteirqe ^* (Ktfd, 's^MKdiy, 
that the aigriciitture^ and like^ii^ ^he ti%d6 of 
tiie pTOymce iia^e iieen progresfively iAiprbving 
for 4he last ihirty yeavB. 

So micch for the Aiffisrent ^M«s ^ i^s|]^d;^ 
their conaieroe ; lot tis subjoiii ^ fe% words 
caooerofaig tbetr hydrogmphy. The hiirfaoiiiV 
of AKeasite as ^od «ttd safe ; the UVgesl slri{>$ 
may ride lat ««ohov iSiere tdth 1)he gveate^t -cwt^ 
vtaietiee. The ports of MofViedrd^ B^icarlb^ 
ViiiardE> &c. ate only fit for sitial4 ves^els^ s^ 
that those of larger sift^ tfe^Mig^d to remain in 
the roads^ Lastly, €te harbouir of Vklfencift — 
hut on this subject yfz must be rattier there tit ' 
cumstantialv 

The ha^ouri^ of Vulendii #a% one of the 
worst and moot inaecure of any in the kingldom; 
till at length in 179^ it t^as resolved to take 
tteps for its improvement. The liierehatits tind 
manufacturera Tolnntarily subscribed A cbfesi-. 
dcrable sum ; the bank of St. Charles iidyanced 
frre millions of reals oil the ieiUrify of the tolls 
to be collected for entrance ; ahd the goferh- 
ment gave upon paper a large «um tofwards the 
accomplidbmehtof the pito. 

The. uddeitaking was begun iii Mar^h, 1790^ 
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find "vvAs^pros^utfid vritb^ieaf; zeal till Augtint, 
l79/k^ Notrnthiiaodiog tibe prodigious, diffi- 
culties which were- ^ncouotered^ the success of 
the design seemed perfectly, sure. Already wai 
t)ieri$ ,8) f<p<>it and/ a; half of water; already/were 
th(e first coffers sunk with equal good fortune 
and ^olidity^ when all at once the impolitic war 
Mri<^ JE?raii«e pinoduoed a total want of 1909^. 

llhe woHiSwWer^ suspended; or, w^e cQuti* 
sued at intervals^ and with extreme negligence ; 
in shorty in four years they, had scarcely been 
advanced forty fathoma^ The tempests of win- 
ter hAve^ besides^ destroyed two of the last cof- 
fors^jso^ ,tbatih^7€ii9ipli»tkfi^^£ithe>; whole ap- 
peiMTs, marly pr nh^emjMiif^aK i . t 1 > > 
. . Th^ipl&n^ it muft be 7a(^n(^le%ed>. ^oiip^Ts 
exitrfidiely jiJdi(C»<>iisM Tl^r fl^^i op^hbeaeb is 
to Im converted. ittto. a secure bii'bq^WjL wbieh( is 
inllttided' to ,be eig\ktmm f^ in d^th , imi t0 be 
Bucroftuid^di ini^tha \fvm ,df*>ap Wfigulair semi- 
circle^ with mii^nii&aent quaysv. The entrance 
ia.d^iMgu^ tpitbe n^ie buodr^ed varas, or. about 
two tbousand five ,hu¥idred.x£^t in hieadth* Tlie 
whoile. was under the direction of Don Manviel 
Mirallas^ ^ pupil pf Don Thomas Munoz^ ce- 
lebrated for the works, which he executed, at 
the port qf Cadiz. 

Bi^t let us conclude these hydrogaphiq. ob* 
servations^ and rather conte^iplate the beauty, of 
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' t^tese waters. Vernet, the immortal Verrtet, hag 
ikot painted any northern pert. He was a native 
of Provence^ and was ai^quainted with all the 

• charnid of a southern sesi. i ^ ' 

What an enchanting variety of inimitahle co- 
louri^ ! 'Tis bithier you mui^t come to heboid 
all the magidal effect of maritime scenery; and 
sifter you have^ once visited these shores; ydu 
will never think of them but "with regret. 



1.1 

K ■ ' 9 

* * - * i 

V If some speculating, 'fengraWrWcfre to take 
it into his head to publish & collectiion<>f the 
costumes of the dtffi^rent nations of the globe^ 
the contrasts exhibitecl in it would certainly be 
highly interesting. Here -a Coi/ple of K^mt^- 
chadtiles^ and there another of Valeneians^. 
wouM present the best ]^rsottificatiob<^ winter 
knd spring that can possibly be devised. 
' Every body kiiowd the Kamtscbadalei wrapped 
tip in his furs ; now look only at this Valencian. 
His thin^ loose doublet^ his short linen breeches^ 
which scarcely cover his knees^ his half stock- 
ings, his hempen shoies — his whole lights spruce 
airy figure, the very image of spring. ♦ 
' Place a female Yalencian^ beside her Kamts- 
cfaadaie sister lost in a load of gurmeats; - Wlio 



»• 



•\ 



IpS: PICTURE of:~taileiicia. 

can befaoid witb^tittanspprt ^ose liglit lordly : 
nymphs, with their cltarmiag cdnet^, their short 
petticoats and small floathig aprons, «.(i#rnjqd 
with flowers of the t orange and acaciaj. 

Sweet> enchanting cresUure^, whdse dr^ss ia 
t^9 best em^blexn of your amiable chara^^, ^f 
your paradifriaeaL £ouiitry^ o£ your jSes^^riatt' . 
^ky i Thrice Jbappy the^m^rtai who can gfa^ ~ 
yoiiriloveJ ' ' r^ • 

^Ibth sexes here are principally disiinginshsd T 
by-^i^ dkanlin^ and .neatnessi o£ their dmsf^r: 
Hlmiii faiHitirite^fiMiloiir is whiter end the; stujf ar3 1 
in common :«9e?<ar€t>cQitofii: and ;li»eii.i Jn^ftiikr: 
dress, however, the men wear a donb^^fco^b^lc' t 
or^b}Mi$l¥el4f ti and \ t^i ^^oiiieii a tgcqei^ i qti toS[- 

^Bai wh^lfetiderjs ihjeicQstiltnrtii6lhe>&ipalei^. : 
90 :fl#rirc,tiycti s^ ;99ebantingy / isoi, el$^)it> / wrf 
uni^niii ^ inimt^Me, is tibatisduthfifoi ja^raite, v 
deiii^acjt, and ti'^^.eUiy, ^^ichh^H BC^m to :b^ 
conferred by ijiitttW iml them M\h doyni toi'th^ : 
Very meanest country !girl. 



: GANDM. 
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The mdst t^eautifnl and fertile portion of Va- 
lencia i^ the district of $>andia, ^ aboul two 
leagues i^ Itfi^ih, and o^airly the same io 
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MjtwA&.:^ityfind$ al<>ng the oyen coast, knd is 
sarr ooqded on the land-^de by moiititaiod. It ^ 
isiwatarfld by i^e .small :rivecs At coy and San 
Nicolas, aod exhibits the^ appearance of one 
vaster magciificeat gac^^, : ' * ^ ' ' 

Nearly in the ceotre of tfai^ poftradit^/ about ' 
seyep leag;Ues fropi Y'^kneia, !» situated thd ; 
handsome little tavHi «f Sandia/ tike populatioir • 
of ^hich is computed at five thousand ibal$. '■'" 
Hie eiiTircms, as :fia.r as :tfaB dTOllVttces of '4%e 
momctaias, coutAmiwtt^y i yittt^es and ' bibi^ "*' 
letr, with at least four* thounndxnfaabiitafliU;'' 
so that this small distrkt^ia t»itie^^fihemaitip?)-« ' 
pu{tmsla:Sp«dm --• ■ .-:.■ i -.^ -' ,-. ♦' ^ 

Bat in no part of thei^ingd^iiris^the dimate ^ 
more mild, the soil more fertile/ «inti|a^'icml«- 
ture orore' pMd«0tiTe Ihaii ixt'ttkn^^: * H«ie 
evwry th^Bg arrives at titaturit^ thre^ or Ifeujr^ - 
w^eks jear lie^ ' thi^a m the hueMa > of Valan^ : ' 
itself: here evwy- thing yieldan fifty^ and s^ek 
one hundred fold; ^aad' h6reW0ty tilirigflou*- 
rishes in the greatest perfectioil: -^' v v 

To enter into some details, we shall observe, 
that, one year with another, 56,800 pounds of 
silk, 6,950 cahiees of wheat, 17,250 cahices of 
jnaize, 13,650 arrobas of oil, 100,700 arrpbas 
of algarrobas; and 4,300 cantiinQSrof vtum,:itl^ 
raided in this district. It likewise nprQ^U£iBj» : 
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melons^ to the annual value of 4;500 piagtresr ; 
pomegranates, 1000 piastres; other soutiiem 
fruits, 1,900 piastres ; and vegetables, 3000 
piastres. 

Besides, their industry in agriculture, the in- 
habitants of Gandia are likewise distinguished 
for their silk manufactures, upwards of a thou- 
sand looms being employed in this district. To 
these must be added a great number of small 
articles of esparto, cotton, &c. ; so that nothing 
but activity reigns throughout the panton. 

Whoever would wigli to spend his. days in this 
beautiful part of Spain ought to select Gandia 
in preference ibr his abode. Ciipi^^ie, soil, and 
every natural advantage, conspire ^to render it 
the most interesting, agreeable/and fertile per- 
tion of Valencia. No great capiM would be 
required for t^ie execution of "syph a plan. 
Three or four thousand piastres, laid out in the 
purchase of land, would niake yoi^ one of the 
most opjulent inhal>itants of Gandia. 



LANGUAGE. 



Since the ancient connection between Valen- 
cia and the southern parts of France, the lan- 
guage in coalmon u^e here is a kind of patois^ 
Mrhich, upon the whole, resembles that of Li- 
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moFUBiD^ Vut varies a little in tbe different di* 
tricts. 

To shew tbe affinity of this patois to French, 
we shall subjoin a few specimens :— 

Valencian. French. 

Deu. Dieu 

Vida *...., Vie 

Anim Ame 

Any...., - An 

Mop ......,l....Motide 

Cel.,-...-. :-.:,'^.-..Ciel 

Genol .........Genou 

MoU^..-..^ ..^...Moulm 

Fulle .....Feuiile 

Pare— ............. ..Pere 

Mare.., j Mere ^ 

Claa.-J^..-.....---.:Cief' ' 

Faoi-..-..--^ ^Faim / 

Llum.l.^- Lumiere 

Pa.. ^. i.Pain 

Vi ...Vin 

Not less striking is the similarity of construc- 
tion, which, with the ex6e|)tion of a few Spa- 
nish idioms, seems to be absolutely French. 
Whoever then understands something of the 
totter, or of Italian, will in a raooth become tolera- 
bly acquainted with the langua^ of Valeiicia. 
. This patois^ espiecially when spoken by fe» 






^ 



i 
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inales^ is extremely soft and harmonious. Mu^ 
rola ! Mociqvio ! Chiqviqvio ! Racarilla /* The 
reader must.be tsensible of the sweetness of these 
sounds. Vcn con tu corill qnevidiqvio f! Who 
could resist this invitation from the lips of a 
pretty Valencian female ? 

Universally as this patois is spoken through- 
out the whole province^ most of the inhabitants, 
andeven those who live in the country, under- 
stand the genuine Spanish, el Castiliaho. They 
may^ however, be easily known by their lisping 
and peculiar p'ronuaciationof the letters cand z» 
r^ and I, and likewi* by certain yalencinn ex- 
pressions and idioQis, wrtfa'whiefa, as may na« 
turally be suppo^ed^ their iangus^ is inter- 
mingled. . ' : •'*. ' 



IMPOSTS. 

These are divided into royal and manorial. 
The former are very iaconsiderahle, and are con- 
finad to what is here called the equivalent, 
which is a very raoderbte ta-x on income^ : the 

* My dear ! my babe ! my little one ! my darling ! 

+ Come with thy sweetheart, my dear ! 
, J Valencia is not subject to the sisas or the millones^ tir 
in general to the appressiye rentas previncialesy which arc 
exacted in the proyinces belonging to th« crown of Castile* 
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Ifttter are more 0{>pre8sive tliM in any other 
province of Spain. 

They consist in the -appi-dp^aftion in kind, 
sometimes of a fifth or sixth, at others even of' 
one fourth or onethirdof theM^hoJe produce of 
the toil of the industrious hushandman. To' 
this- must ' be add^ agresLt number of privi- 
leges, ot' rathet of usurpati^nSj such as privi- 
feged presses^ ovens, shops, ahd'posadks^ which 
are likewise extreinely oppressive. ^ 

The origin ' of these bar batou^d riglits, ' in this 
as in every othel* country, Hiu^t be sought ia the 
ancient feudal system. - Aft&f tbe eon quest of 
Valeuein in 11838, th^ kings' of Arrfegon^ditided 
the lands of t\m^ province among theii^ iK>Mes; 
who assumed the right of taxing their vassals, 
most- of whom were Moors, afr their own dis- 
cretion. 

The total expulsion of the Moors, in 1609, 
which the landed proprietors w^re unable any 
longer to prevent, produced no alteration in Xhe 
system of imposts* As the proprietors ' could 
procure abundance ' of . new colonists from the 
neighbouring provinces, the •conditions on- which 
they granted lands were entirely to their own 
advantage ; they stipulated for the continuance 
of most of the former contributions ; and all 
the favour which thev shewed tbe new' comers 
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eoni^isted in a few trifling alleviations during the 
first years of their establishment. > 

And what is the consequence of this vicious 
system ? The farmer of this country, notwitU- 
standing the fertility of the soil and his own in- 
defatigable exertions, is never able to .acquire 
a decent competence; and if compared with the 
other inhabitants, he is found, contrary to all 
expectation, to belong to the poorest and the 
most dependent class. 

Ganit then be surprizing, that, weary of 
such oppression, he should more than once have 
risen against the nobility and the landed pro- 
prietors iii generlBil, and should have demanded 
the abolition of their rights, which niight with 
more propriety be denominated unjust usur* 
pations? 

These violent aftetnpts we may be allowed to 
deplore, but shall never undertake to justify. 
Should, however, a revolution break out at some 
future period in Spain^ these oppressions will> 
doubtless, furnish the first occasion for it. The 
events of 1802 are still fr^sh in the recoUectioil 
of every reader. The government took the 
greatest pains to conceal theni ; for they were 
of a much more serious nature than is generally 
supposed. 
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SAN NICOLAS. 

I 
I • 

St. Nicholag^ arcbbishop of Myra> who died 
in the year 326 of the Christian era^ is venerated 
in this country as the patron of all young fe- 
males who are desirous of being married. 

And what saint could be better adapted to 
this office than this same benevolent San Nico- 
las. who once restored a dead bridegroom to 
the arms of l^is mourning bride ; and who on 
another occasion gave a dowry to the daug]^«^ 
ters of a poor seuHemw^ and in their sleep iotq 
the barfi:ain. 

iThis is the San Nicolas, whose festival is 

- - ■* 

here celebrated with much ceremony by all the 
young females of this country who are anxious 
for husbands. Garlands and nosegays^ calces, 
and fruit are consecrated to him in profusion ; a 
thousand promises^ a thousand vows are mad^ ; 
but of these sports we must give a more cir- 
cumstantial description. 

My countrymen need not be reminded of the 
superstitious rites practised by the youthful fe- 
males of the Catholic states of Germany, for 
the purpose of making that most important of 
all discoveries — who is to be their husband. 
The curiosity and the desires of the sex arc 
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every where- alike; accordingly^ many ex- 
periments of the same kind are made in Va- 
lencia. 

Ther^, uttering certain magic words, they 
wifl ^bhietinies' open three* pods oT iilgarr6i>as> 
the' first' and' last seed of which are of gfea^ 
import. At bihehj, pigeons' feathers are blown 
iftto the air, the slower or morfe speedy ftesceht'of 
V*,cH i. i very .%„iHci»i oinen; - ■ 

Oil bAier occasions smooth pieces of n^Wtile 
al'e thrown into a basonr ariff from th<S sbtihd^ 
they determine the longer or shorter' period ^a€ 
is *to 'elapse previous Wtheir'rtaffiage/ atold Grhd 
Mbpws bow many cffcutfistaiices bdsldes; 'iSIAne-- 
times thegi^lsrga at midnight t6^th**beaiiH;'iKa^ 
sit down with tTicir*backs% the Sea^ tip to'*^ the*. 
Kips in watei^/that tbey may discover tbeiV fiitlif^e* 
Inishand at the bottom. But wK6 can relatiif^&ll ^ 
the cpntrivanecs whicli the curiosity and arcli^iir" 
of the Valencian fair have invented ! ' 

' Happy Skn Nicolas ! riiost powerftil Jpromoter 
of matrimony ; the favourite, the confidarit, fiiid* 
the idol of all the ybuthTul fenhales of Spain ! 
Continue to exercise thine enviahle o&ceamidsir 
the acclamations^ of thy votaries, and then send 
tfiera triumphant to thy werthy colleague San 
Raymuudo.* * / 

* - - ~ » ihe patron of pregnant woateo; • 
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CHIVA. 

rthifi b » village witb 3^900 iahabitantt^ six 
k»gue$ froQH iti^ icontierf. of C^slilf, where the^ 
lnwujUfHl.yeUey.of Ytileiicia cpoiqic^ces. The 
flpjl; |4M:feitU€^>th|Lt.^bU place «oau|tUy reuee . 
2^400 pounds of. siUK^ 125^000 centarps of wiiiei,^ 
l^QQPtarKPkM o| rikismu 5Q«QQ0 Mrr<ibi|s of mI^ 

, Phifa,iS|^^bcf^,ii9«.>be spl vhciij, of its 
aif|..and t)ie exiyeUepfe^. of its w^^tex^ for whicli? 
i|iMp%ijL if %.S|ffny^«r |tti(^, af. a.jj^i^t iiujptf , 
^ijf; <^,C. »Vi^lX» ^Mj WP9iia\f ^^smiptiTe pes •. 
•SWv:^ y^m^,^^ .. V^P^>. yflu »aj live my^ 
«|«^^ W4 SWJf f^W ift^tw ?«?^y. village; 

in general ratlii^ w^<;, ,. . .^ 

^ Tl^i^l^^lQBfPj^^f^Xfj^Qh*^^^ fron- 

tiers of C«^tile> if t\i^ JCenta .del Rclatar, and 
the latter i^ ,at the ,ss^ne 4istance from Re<|Yenii> 
the I^t vjlli^ge of V^l^ncia. 

/jfhi^^place^ .situ^^edip ^he niidstof the moun- 
tains called the Cabi illas^ >vas forij^erly the ahode 
of a numerbus banditti. They were composed of 
criminals who had made their escape from the 
prisons of Carcaca and Cartfaagena; murderers 
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or deserters who were prevented from passing 
the frontiers into France ; sailors who had run 
away from the. service*-^in i word^ the scum of 
all the provinces pf the kingdom. 

In ordir to cross the frontiers, it k necessiry 
tq pass a puerto^ or defile^ bordered on either 
side with lofty rocks covered with wood^ Her^ 
the robbers were accustomed to station t^em-'- 
self es^ and woe to the unfortirattte trdveller 
who fell iato their hands ! It is a foet> that in 
the jear 1793 alone^ nearly fifty per90iis were 
mardered in these mountains* 

The gdvecnment s6emed Ht^ io htive tegHrA-* 
ed these atrocities with indifference. At length, 
in 1796> parties /^ere- sent oiit to scour the 
counl^y in, all directions* F.tom #1 the frontiers 
detachmehts of light dragoons advanced to 
Keqvena; the robbers were lurioundedon all* 
sides in Iheir retreatS;^ aqd dispatched witftumt 
farther ceremony. 

The energic measures^ and likewise the 
stationing of coif^s oh the frontiers^ were attend- 
ed with the mbst^ salutary consequences. You 
may now traverse the whole province in perfect 
security; that is^ if you take care to proride 
yourself with regular passes. 
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PIGEONB. 

Oh almost every house in Valencit there Is 4 
palomar, or dove-cote^,^ in some of which ttiay 
be seen thousands of pigeons of every kind and 
of every colour, f 

Of these the Raza pigeons {Columba tdbeUa-- 
ria of Linnasus ) are the most remarkable ) for 
their attachment to their home ; a quality which 
has given rise to the trials, tts they are called^ 
and hafi^ occtfsioAed them to be made use of us 
couriers. 

The rata-f igeM in general returns to its 
^ome not only from a distance of ten or twelve- 
league#^ but even after an interval of two or 
three years.^ Asthii^ instinct^ hoW6Ver/ is not 
equally strong" ii%d permanent in alT^ this eir- 
Gumstance has given occasion to a number of 

* These dove-cotes are small quadrangular towers o{ 
different height and dimensions, which are built on the flat 
roofs, and are often fitted up with great elegance. 

+ The fecunditj of tiie pigeons of this country i^ asto* 
nijihiiig. They produce from twenty-two to tweoty^four 
pair of young ones a year. It has been observed t^at they 
lay. their two eggs in. less than twenty.four hours, and sit in 
spring and summer fifteen or sixteen days, in autumn and 
-winter, twenty or twenty-one. They continue to lay till 
they are twelve, fourteen, and even twenty years old. 

n3 
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trials, as they are here called, on tvhich coasi. 
derable wagers are laid, and which are a subject 
of universal interest aiid enthusiasm. 

These trials are made in the following man^ 
ner: two persons furnish a like number of 
pigeons, four weeks aid. Theae are put inie a 
sefi^df atC' dovercojl^, where they are supplied 
with «n abundance of food, and are left perfect* 
ly qui^ for four oar five days. 

Scarcely have they become a little = used to 
their new habitations, when they ace daily 
driven i out for i.gpme >liouirs by fof oeijr a«d 4his 
praolioe 46 coatknuod foi^ a^iortni^it. > ^^h^ Me 
then carriedito .the i^Htane^ ofuH ileaguiB^tilQii a 
oage^ twberd Ibe^riwo sill Jttt0ncct>$eti<ft iiji>iicfy> 
and thus their instinctii&iJlut/tOiiliQiprQtlf^ 3^he 
pei^oa of whjosofipigeofws iboigreitait mitdber 
find theip: wayiiboiiMs < ir nbtttraflh^ jtib(^ vrfsmbr. 
If the nuntbc^ shMiid -prcnriQ^^ e^tiali thei stmfe 
exerciser as l>efiwfc'ar&.re|i«it€^diJ(foroa i^w, idajas, 
and preparations are maiie tfiir' ari^stooMir^trial. 
In case this ^hou^ notfptovi didcisive> tfae^me 
mode of proceeding is jreocuarredto for. the third> 
fourth, and ^ even fifth iimeit- but 9lm&^ at 
greater dist«nires, and:»often-as far •off'fTas twelve 
leagues: The dangers- from birds of prey 
cannot make any diflTerence, as the pigeons of one 
party are exposed to them equally with tbote of 
the other. . . > 
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^Another kind of IrraF is made with whole 
ftigbtsy and even in the imdst of the cities. To 
this end, two neighbanri driyc out at the same 
time all their pigeons, so that they cannot fail 
to he intermingled. To in crease the confusion^ 
both parties, assisted by their neighbours, make 
ail the noise they can by clapping 'their hMids, 
mttling, shouting, and firing guns ; by which 
the two flights are thorooghly mixed with each 
other, and almost every paif isdispdmed ftnd 
sepilrated. 

Ndw comes: tiiemoiAent for the^ trial andl 
the decision of a^thcrusaiid ^wagi^fg. When the 
eoafustioti (►f the two Sights is art the highest, 
each prcrprietomuddenly reeals his birds to their 
eofe with'tbenkmil^gnipL * « <^ ^ 

The wlitie^jclood of pigeons is now see 
wheeling 'round and rouDd; and separating at 
first into staaU groups, '>tbai gradaaliy form 
two large bodiei^, eaidi.of whieb repairs to i<» 
accustomed habitation. . 

As some of tba birds belonging to either one 
or the^ other division: are alwayis slower or le^s 
59agacious than the/rest, one of the owners can- 
not fail to lose: Such of his pigeons as find 
their xWay into his neighbour's eote must be 
redeemed before the end of twenty-four hours^ 
at the rate of twelve quart s apie e ; or they 
are considered as good prizes. 
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With respect to the carrier-pigeoos^ the mode 
of proceeding is nearly the same as in the east. 
Round the right leg of one of these raza-pigeons, 
trained for the purpose^ is rolled a billet folded 
up into a narrow slip^ and the bird is set at 
liberty. She j9ies straight home with incredible 
velocity^^ suffers herself to be caught without 
4ifficulty^ and in two or three days is carried 
back to her former station; 

On important occasions these carrier*pigedns 
are sometimes of great utility. In the last, war^ 
for example^ short dispatches were now and then 
transmitted by this conveyance. 



MONEY, MEASUEES, ll^EKJBW, 



MONEY. 

The common Spanish coins^ as well as the 
imaginary monies^ dre reckoned in Yalencia 
according to a totajly different scale ; namely^ 
by Libras, Reaies, Sueldos, and Dinevbs^ the 
proportions of which are as follow : — 

* One of these messenger-pigeons commonlj flies a dis- 
tance of seren or eight leagues (24 to 38 miles) in the space 
<lf between 43 and 60 miautes. 
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One libra of Valencia is equal to 10 reals of Valencia. 

One. real ....*««..*• ^•. Ssueldos 

Onesueldo....^4. 12 dineros 

One dinero 1 Spanish ochavo 

It may^ perhaps^ be necessary to observe that 
none of the above^ except the dineros^ are a real 
c^in^ an4 are in fact the common Spanish ocba-» 
Yps; and secondly^ that a libra of Valencia may 
be estimated at three shillings; and nine-pence 
sterling. 

According to the above scale the value of the 
real Spanish coins is calculated as follows, 

GOLD COINS. 

Libras. fi^id. ilueld, * Jf\», 

1. Dobl<iiH>f: Seseur ; , : r 

dos or quadruple 

( Uncia de Oro ), 

valued at 16 pias^ 

tres 21^ gl2| 435 5440 

S. r Doblonof 4 esGu- 

dod^ or Doppie^ at 

8 piastres ..•::... lOf 10^ 213|\2720 

3. Ddblonofgescu- 
dos, or single pis- 
tole, at 4 piastres 5iV 53| JI06i' 1^60 

4. Med. Dohlon, or 
Escudo do Oro; . 

• hftlf a Spanish pis- . .,...% 

tole, at 2 piastres 2^ ^tt ^H ^80 
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.I41tms.' tteat. SoAU Dia« 

1. Peso durOj or pias- .' 

tre . . , .;, 1^ ; 13^ 2^ 310 

3., IlaiU'peso ...,..,. 6$^ . IS^^ ' 170 

3,v(^r^ peso, or ; . . :l 1' 

peseta columnaria. 3-^ 6|^ 85 

4. Eighth of ai peso, 

or realde Plata coi^'^'^^^ 

lumnaria .......... l|ff S^W 4a|. 

•8.rfSii£t^iftFbra^^Pe-'-'v~-'" ^-^ ^'^' ''•■'' '■-'. '^^ 

Plata coluamaria.. '^ - X ''' ' -' 1^# ' ^^Ij 

8. Rfcal'dfe^Vellbnii. ' " f Iff - iT 
9.-Haffifea!tleVellbn ' - ' " ' ' ' 8^ 
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COPPER COINS. 

1! A two-quarto pieoe ii equal to 4 dineros. 

g. The quarto 2 

3. The wbaw •.-..•-. W-. .•..-. 1 
♦. Tbefl»affaYedi4.^....^.4,.i.«. I* 
With respect to the propbi^tiiMi betweco ihe 
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imaginary , coins and the Valencian Ubras, it 
will be sufficient to state^ that 

372 Ducados de Cambid make 375 Hbras. 

13$ .....^ I875reales. 

-^8 I^ueadojcde Plata 11 libras. 

256 Ducados de Vel loo.. .... 1 1«7 

i28 llscudo^deVdldn........ 85 

4 R«aIes4j&Plata....^...i... Bmles. 

64 Reales de Vellon .;..^-.- 85 diiieldos. 



- * 
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The measure of length is^rthe rara^..^^^h^ 
equal to iouT palmos. 4k yax!^ pf Ya^^cia is 
lObout ^i\ English yard. r , : ^^ ; ^ 

' . .The co>o measure is the cahiz, in yalencian 
fiffffise. [ It contains twelve barcl^as Ofvbjf sii^ 
la^^ and' is equivalent to a HaiB]bi^i^^ la^4 *^ 

Tht measure of wine^ l^a?dl> VoA vinecar is 
the cantaro, fifty of which make a pipe^ and 
one hundred a ton. It may be estimated at 12i 
Hamburgh quart?^ 



«.>,.-« .. ^' . i. . vWUiMUSS; . • f -o -' ■ .?t 






There «tre two kinds of weigIJit^> helivycand 
light (fc^o gruesa and sutU;^ : resq^ettting^ wiich 
wehavfiita>miiaik:.ai'follifw»: - * ^ ^>' 
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A cargo cootiuM Sf quintaJs or 1irin4r«d 
weight, 10 arrobas, 340 heavy or 360 light 
pounds. 
. A quiotal. is equal to 4 arroba^^ 96.heayj or 
1^ light pounds. 

An arroba comprehends 24 heavy or 36 light 
pounds » 

A heavy pound contaim one light pound and 
a half^ or 18 ounces. 

A light pound is equal to 13 ounces* 



EXCHANGE. 



Valencia has no exchange except with Ali* 
eante> and Alicante only with Madrid^ Barce- 
Itina,; Genoa, Amsterdam, Leghorn,' London^ 
Paris, aAd Marseilles. 



SOUTHERN LOVE. 



In this country, where every thing in moral 
as in physical life attains the highest degree of 
vigour and beauty, the most lovely flower of 
Mosibility cannot fail to be more delicate and 
more f^erfect. O love ! thou amiable child of 
the spring-tide of life, whoei^r would becoiae 



t 
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atqu^inted .with thee ib all tby beauty; let Hioi 
tiasten to thy native land^ let him repair t^ the 
magic plains of Valencia ! 

That secret power by whii^h nature bag at* 
tached the sexes to each other is here manifested 
in all its energy. Whether it be a moral or a 
sensual impulse^ or a mixture of the two/ so 
lAuch is certain^ that here it embellishes every 
thing with the enchanting colours of enthusiasm 
and^with romantic illusions. 

Whatever is most sublime and most profound 
in the passion of love^ seems to . belong pecu- 
liarly to that sex which nature created for the 
most exquisite model of her majesty. All the 
sentiments of women are more sgft and teqdef, 
moice pure and . celestial than those of men : by 
them every thii^g is taken up with greater 
warmth^ and with al} the ardour of poetic i^*- 
thusiasm. 

And the women of the souths the fair females 
of Valencia — :need I speak out. more plainly 
concerning them ? Their climate^ beautiful as 
imagination can conceive— their poetical reli- 
gion — ^their romantic legends^ conspire to give 
their fimcy a buoyancy^ a richness^ an activity 
which baffle descriptkHi. The Blessed Virgin 
and heaven — the object of their affections and 
his embraces^ are intiinaiely blended in their 
}aiagm%tiQi}s : in thfm every thing corallines to 
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produce rapture rach as none but a female 
heart can know. 

What band could be so barbarous as io en^ 
deavour to dispel this enchanting illusion! 
Woe to those who should attempt to remove 
the veil which conceals the most delicious of 
nature's mysteries t Happy the rtian who is 
destined to feel the tender emotions of love be- 
neath' this genial i^ky ! Thrice happy he who 
cikn e^fctte them in tlhe bosomi^ of the yalen(cian 
ftrit ! 

PUS FUNPACIONES. 

- : ■ • ; . • : • • • . 

'Snch is *he n4me given to the new villages 
btiilt by Cardinal Ddn Frantisco de Bellwga, 
between Elche aild Orichuela. The district is 
about two leagues' in circumference, and the 
population is esrtimated at 4,5G0'souls. Tfrti 
soil is extremely fertile, as the Segura traverse* 
the Vrhole disifict. 

The amount of the production of this littlfe 
tract in 1796 was as follows : 5,600 ckhices of 
whftat, 3,000 pounds of silk, 2,400 ^rrobas of 
oil, 8,00O arrobas of soda and barilla, 8,000 
irrobas ' of figs and peaches, 7,000 dozen of 
oranges, 560,000 arrobas of vegetables, 1,800 
cantarbs of wine, &c. 

Such is the produce of the Pias Fundaciones^ 
a district which thirty years ago was a barrep 



)^ea,^: Thi) worth j Carding} Belluga ctuMrno^ 
have set the clergy a more laudable e:(iMEQpl€^ /or 
haye erected a more diiral>ie aiQ&uiaeprt.t0;his 
ej^cellent character. ; i \ r . . 
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• Among; the many plea^og poetic .pu9|bm» 
ihat> diffyse a el^ar^i^ oifec It&i that fifoip ,time 
immemorial have prevailed in the south, aad 
have been handed down from the romantic ages 
of antiquity, it is impossible io forget the cere- 
monies attending CQurtribipiP, 4he .^ipiab^e'.ftHre- 
i;uwier, pf c Ufjifi^^.f^^ 

W»f4Srrespe9tjflg,<i|ii%fQai|R^^^^ ifififtftr 

^cted.ia Vjiifjnpia^, w>Uiufj<<t^> t)?^ff^^J^/i ,)H 

The lovers are acquainted «^i^^ ^ac^ti /^^fs 
tentimeiUs^; t)^e pareQts,][ia^egixeii.thi9iiir CQn$€|nt ; 
find nothing; is wantiog; l^ut that pkoettc.sc^^p)* 
Tiitj \yhich $^oiif#rs a kind, of li^gal validi^,»oii 
the marriage-contract, .. A^cvq^ingistjlpi^i^fori^ 
appx^nted fpir the perfprmapce gifth^, necessary 
oaremonies, . , Xh^ ^vey, fic^ompfin^ h^ ^ifQr 
vador and his friends, rep^ip 1^9 thjc^ bp^se.pf 
his charmer. He ^pMSit bring .vf^th^ him, xt^si- 
cians^' torch-bearers^, and :Qthe*r att^nd^nrts; in 
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a Wrdj he ought to neglect notliiiig ttiat can 
edntributii to gire the highest degree of pomp 
to the procession. 

On the arrival of this train, the persons com- 
posing it form a circle rouiid the house, ^hich 
is adorned with festoons of flowers. The tro- 
Tador steps forward with the bridegroom, and^ 
in the name of the latter, begins singing to this 
effect :— 

^19 noifilie hour '6f siHli mMoight, 
• The stars send forth a brilliant liglit^ 
And guid^ me bidicr o'er the plain^ 
Of my coy nymph a glimpse to gain* 

He then proceeds to extol her beauty, and^ 
his expressions gradually grow more animated 
and glowing. Thus he compares her stature 
with the palm-tree, her lips with the poinegra« 
nate, and, in a wc^rd, he d^eribea her as 9 
model of the most perfect beauty. 

From her personal charms he passes to her 
moral qualities, her sweet disposition, her mo- 
desty, her cleanliness, and introduces similes, 
the subjects of which are furnished by the dove, 
the swallow, the swan, &c. At length he con- 
centrates the whole in a single word, which 
signifies women of all women, or the quintes- 
sence of the sex, but which would be more 
closely translated by arch-woman. ' 
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. As toon at the ti^oTader bat finished^ the 
bridegroom knocks at the door^ eatlipg hit 
eharoier by name three or four timeg^ accord* 
ing to the degree of coyness ^hkh she afieots* 
At length i»hi^ opens the little esparto window^ 
puts out her head^ and begs io Imo;^ ivhat the 
gentleman wants. 

♦Tis thee I want, angelic creature ! 

exclaims he with rapture^ and then goes on to 
describe his passion, which is, of course, the 
most ardent under the sun. In order, to inspire 
the pretty maid with similar sentiments^ he 
cites a number of examples : " 

Tk' hupmomous orbs which roll aboye . ' 
■ ^ ' Are all impeli'd by mighty late : 
The billows that each other chace, 
At last dissolve in fond embrace : 
While tree io tree and flow'r to flow'r ^^ 

In am.^roBs wWspeb owns its pow^r. 

He does not, however, stop tliere, but pass- 
ing to animated nature, he reminds her of the 
loves of the various creatures which compose it : 

Hear'st thon th« cooing of tiie dore^ 
The plaints of Philomela's love ? 
Hear'st thon the am'rous tones which rise 
From all that lires beneath the skies? 

He then makes the application, and waits 
for the answer of his charmer. 
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'' What shall I say/* replies she, vith af« 
fected coyness. ^' Ah ! I am yet much too 
young. ¥^10 would ieparate the young dove 
so early from its mother ; and pluck a hud that 
is tiot yet opened ? Besides, ytiu nt a rtranger 
tome. WjbMce cone you ? Who are yuu ?'* 

It is easy to coaoetTe what answer the tender 
lo^NNT returns to these questions, and what im- 
prasrion it makas upon the shy damseh Though 
she is expected still to hold oist for some ttoie^ * 
she 18 soon unable to resist- any lol^r the soli- 
citations of the impassioned seducer. She teaf s 
the garland from her hdr, thraws it tofbe 
aneeessful suitor. Mid promises tToilMiiif lo^e 
and coastsncy. ■- ^ ■• '/ k>..^ 

SoMTcely haa sba uttinred ikmk w^tik wiMn 
tlHi Hiiteciaas its ike up a sprigl^ty aikgMi ; all 
the windows are illuminated ; the parents come 
o«t with their baiAifbl maiden> and conduct tfaa 
bridegroom> with all his tratn> lato ihehottie 
in triumph. A joeuod ball now conimencei; 
refreshments are handed round in abundance; 
and the whole neighbourhood resounds with 
the iring of gnns and diottts of joy. * ^ 
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By Hits WUM ve diofmi the tmim ^f mx «i« 
cient RoDMQ hiAh, in t]» Tkimly of Gape 
'Hifipc. it wa» -eoniinirtti' on tlie»dedivity of 
ftliiU> ttirf MMiMed of «m coitiptftaieBtsy whioh 
were connedtd b j ' «peft«r«S' two fest: node* 
Tiie whole still forim «ii ^blolqg^.eqiHifO>. ibrty 
feet by sewrleeii^ the four pviileipEl waUi i^ 

Wfcioh'ftr^ a foot &»di k half tbM(. 

The-wiitar waa;coQdiifcttAitO)it, oii. the aqutli' 
and wqpt< M^ by #wo *cfniU% yrhtob ^to.ptro^ 
bably provided with locks^ but whieli^.iiir ao» 
eo«*ioSIA*#e«JM% to|4b««s«j^aMti9# aJffm»t 
dr^. Aiplb»«r IftTfei iiaiialy cooiniiMiioiitiag with 
tlMi^ea^neaiB i^lirtb^dMi i«<in4he «iaiio^f4redic«^ 
mttft; 4faoiig|iii]t>i8,jpfObabUttfaii<iiit wafl f iiniieriy > 
ttsed^lbr tko|^MrpQsei)of>itai%aft}<>o. . 

, lBihpe«a:YbroM of theie baUiSj oore vei$y; aide> oo* 
tfamg iiia be setnifaiuttfatf rttuM of aoeimkbuild'* 
io9^> P'ioeipalfy eompoied of the fimrt owirble^' 
Among the most remaiiisKble are ihe remeiiit 
of an ancient theatre^ which^ according to 
%\\ Ifcppearance^ was built close to the sea-f 
side^ but the form and dimensions of which it is 
now iniposs^ble^ from the bad preservation of 
the gr^das, to determine. 

o 
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An old Spanish writer^ the celebrated Esco- 
lano, relates, that, during the reign of Philip 
II. a great number of valuable pavements of 
Mosaic work were found among these ruins^ 
and appropriated to the embellishment of one of 
the royal palaces. 

With melancholy sensations the observer 
passes these tacit witnesses of hutnan frailty, 
and plucks the flower of modesty anlotig these 
sepulchres of Roman grandeur. 



WEDDINGS. 

« 

Never was there yet a nation in which mar- 
riage was not attended with certain ceremonies ; 
though they are more or less poetical, accord- 
ing to the climate and manners of the country : 
so intimately do the solemnities attached to the 
fairest epoch of life appear to be connected with 
human sentimen^t. 

Applying this observation to Valencia, shall 
we be surprised to meet, in this country, ivith 
that romantic pastoral character; peculiar to all 
the habits and customs of the happy natives of 
the south ? We shall therefore pass over in 
silence the flowery, the entertainments, the 
sports, the dances, which accompany a Valen- 
cian wedding; but shall dwell for a moment 
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on the delicious developmeat of a mystecy 
which^ to two vCongenial souls> is the begin- 
ning of a new life. 

Midnight arriyes> and the bridegroom^ as- 
sisted by his comrades^ is obliged to carry off 
liis bride by force, from the midst of her com- 
panions, by whom she is guarded. He bears 
her in triumph to the terrace of the house, wbere 
the nuptial couch is prepared beneath an arbour 
of flowers.* Here, in the bosom of silent nSj- 
ture, fanned by soft, zephyrs that waft around 
the fragrant perfume of a thousand roses—;- 
what a moment for joy ! What a moment for 
the most perfect organization of the fortunate 
being which then receives existence ! 

Thus passes the night, and the happy coUpIe 
steal uuperceived through the trap-door, of the 
roof into the house. The guests return^ o^e 
after another, and assemble to breakfast; tl^e 
girls bring their late companion a cradle of 
esparto; and the day is merrily spent in ne'W 
diversions, in horse-races, playing at ball, pup- 
pet-shows, &c. 

Amidst rapture inexpressible, the young wife 
conceives ; easy and cheerful she awaits thp 

termination of pregnancy. Without pain an4 

• / 

* Weddings are commonly solemnized jbere in the mooAf 
of May and June. 

63 
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without danger the fruit af her love comes into 
th^ world, like a beauteous flower bursting the 
calix in which it is enveloped. — What parents ! 
What a country !— <Jan you yet ask why genius 
is so rare in the regidns of the north ! 

EL TURIA. 

This is the name of the river on which the 
eapftal of Valencia is situated, and which, on 
accotmf Of the sbaltowness of the current, re- 
eeived from the Moors the name of Quadala- 
viar. It rises in Arfagon, traverses the whale 
province firom ott ektrecbity to the other, and 
at length discharges itself, near Grao, tnto the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

The waters of the Turia,'as we have already 
observed, are appKfed, fhroughont its whole 
course, but especially in the Huerta de Valen- 
cia, to the purpoiBes of irrigation. For this 
reason, during seven months of the yesCr, it has 
ffjcarcely two feetli.dd a half of water, even at 
its mouth, and is conse<}uently unnavigable. 

This river, however, swells to a great height 
in winter, especially in the. ntonths of January 
and February, when heavy rains commonly fall 
in the mountains. . In that season the whole 
huerta is often inundated, and sometimes even 
part of Valencia itself is overflowed* 
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This being the cas^j it cannot excite surprise 
that the five bridges of Valencia should be so 
mMsy and expensive. For the rest^ consider* 
able quantities of wood are floated down the 
Turia^ from ihe mountains to the capita^ in 
the months of March and Aprils when its cur j 
tent is of moderate depth. 

The shores of the upper part of this river 
were formerly entirely covered with rice-fifelds, 
the influence ^f wliich on the disprcrportioQate 
mortality of like inbabitanits is inconteM^svbW/^ 
For ibesi^ twenty year? tbo cultivation of rice' 
has been relinqtwbed^ and> du,ring tbat peri^d^ 
the population e^tfai^se distri^s ba^ been nc^arlj; 
doubled* ; 



ASUNCIOIf DE KUEST|tA SEN^OBA. 

The atoumftioQ^ or miraoulouB asetfat of the 
Virgin Mary into heam^, celebrated i^ tbQ 
Catholic church" oh the 15th of August^ is om 
of the chief religious fastivaUi in Valencia. 

tt commences^ as in other cdutries^ with a 
solemn^ procession. The streets are strewed 
with flowers ; the balconies are hung with rich 
tapestry; the shops are adorned with mirrors^ 
and the whole city wears the aspect of joy and 
festivity. 
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The procession itself combines all the cere- 
mony and pomp which characterize the catholic 
worship ; music^ incense^ ecclesiastical habits 
and decorations — in . a word, every thing that 
can add to the illusion. But what attracts the 
greatest notice, is an artificial doud^ supported 
by people who are concealed from vicrw, and 
kept in constant motion by a simple piece of 
mechanism. On the top of it is seen the figure 
of the Blessed Virgin, who 'appears to be 
slowly ascending towards heaven. 

The churches are likewise adorned in the 
most splendid manner, and especially the ca- 
thedral, to wliich the procession advances. All 
the columns are hung with crimson taffeta ; all 
the images of the saints are illumined with 
girandoles. The whole choir is lined with 
orange-trees, and the high altar has' the ap- 
pearance of a resplendent pyramid of lamps. 

But what strikes a stranger more than all the 
rest is, the multitude of canary-birds that arc 
flying about the church, with long stripes of gilt 
paper fastened to their tails. - The bon ton- of 
Valencia requires that the men should catch 
them to present to their mistresses, and accord- 
ingly every body is anxiously intent on this 
pursuit. 

The forenoon is spent in these religious pas- 
times^ and the afternoon is devoted to profane 
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diversions. These consist of horse-races^ climb- 
ing^ or boxing matches ; the solemn procession 
of the Maestranza, or the exhibition of a 
Moorish ballet, representing a battle. The 
-whole t^ity is in motion, and all the inhabitants 
throng like a swarm of bees to the gates. . 

As soon as it is dark, the illuminations com- 
mence. On every side are seen pyramids of 
lamps, transparencies and devices of various 
kinds. The brilliant stars and crosses oo the 
steeples are particularly beautiful. The re- 
Jrescos and voleros now begin ; universal gaiety 
prevails ; till at length the whole is concluded 
with splendid fi,re- works. 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin !— 
However repugnant soever this notion may be 
to reason^ still th^ idea is not the less beautiful 
and poetic. Is it just that st life so pure and so 
celestial should terminate in any other way ? 
And ought not she who brought forth the Sa- 
viour of mankind to be immortal ? Let me 
then repeat that, however reluctant we may be 
to admit this dogma, it cannot be denied that 
it is admirably adapted to the ardent imagina- 
tions of the natives of the south. 
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llOtJTES rOR TRAVELLEItS. 

» 

I. FROM ARANJUEZ TO VALENCIA. 

m 

I. Po$Uroad for Tropoaiers oh fiSrsebheff. 

Oa leairing Arwjuez^ the traveller pa wt^a 
through a naked/ thinly peopled eouiitry^ hy 
way of Villa Manrique^ Fuentiduennas^ Ta- 
racon^ Villarubio, Ucles^ Saylice^ &c. to Cam* 
pillo. He commonly puts up the first night at 
Saylice's, and the Second at Campillo, where is 
atb1era%}y clean posada. There is nothing 
remarkable in eRhei: of these places. ' 

The third day*s journey \& extremely fatigu- 
iiigi^eroliS'a iteep chitin of mountains called the 
Corteras. The coui;itry iil^ general is not pleas* 
i6g ; ' but here and ihdre you observe an inter- 
esting add picturesque Valtey. You proceed 
tftrdugHi YilUgorda^ to thi^ i^mall but opulent 
village of Req[uena, where youkiay take up 
your quartos for the third night. 

'The fourth day's journey Jies over a second 
chain of mountains^ called the Cabrillas^ after 
which you enter the province of Valencia, and 
arrive at the Yenta del Relator. From this 
place it is three leagues to Chira, and eight 
from the latter to Valencia^ a distance which 
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appears (extremely short to the traveller^ owing 
ta tbe^exctUenl xoa,^, and the terrestrial pa^ 
rsLdise through which they lead. 

Respecting this road, which, is fifty* (bur 
leagUes^ we must observe^ that it caaiiot be tra* 
veiled except on horseback, and with the lisuil 
relays. For these you must pay about ten reala 
(two shitlings) each let^ue^ and^ above all^ 
you mwt be a good ^ider. 



t. The Ifew Road. 



This route is to be sure seven leagues longer 
than the preceding, ,and^ there are np.pif^^ 
houses upon it ; but the road itself is eaceiUcfnt^ 
and^ with the eicc^j^tion of la AfaniJuii it.if 
provided ^ith g;oQd inps. . .? 

It is nine hours' jpurnqj tp Corval, whf^fe tb^; 
traveller conuBonly takes up bis lodgi^ for th#< 
first night. The next day he advaocef by wajr 
of la Mata and Pedronera to Proveipzto. The 
third day's journey conducts through Mim^ 
to * Roda, and the fourth, which is \exy short, 
brings you to Albjicete, Here the ions b^gin 
to be excellent ; the beds are clean, and the ^c* 
commodations in general as good iu( can bo. 
desired. 

The fourth day's journey conducts to^ Cbjnr 



902 PICTURE OF VALENCIA. 

chilla^ the fifth to Venta del Rey, the sixth 
commooly no farther than Alciva^ and the se- 
venth brings you in good time to Valencia. If 
you hire a coche de colleras, as it is called^ for 
yourself and family^ the dailyexpence will not 
be less than sixteep piastres. A single place 
in a return coach costs about three piastres and 
a half a day. If you take a calesino to your- 
self, you may travel at.the rate df four piastres ; 
but in a return calesino you need not spend more 
than one and a half or two piastres a day. 

II. FROM BILBOA OR BAYONNE TO VALENCIA. 

In this journey, for which abundance of op- 
portunities may be met with at^Bilboa^ you 
pass through Saragossa, the distance to which 
city is fifty-six leagues. From Saragossa you 
are obliged to travel forty-five leagues on horse- 
back upon the Camino de Horraduras (foot- 
way), after which you have still forty-nine 
leagueil to go on the Camino de Ruedas ( high- 
road) before you reach Valencia. 

III. FROM CADIZ TO VALENCIA. 

If you choose to travel along the coasts you 
may go by way of Malaga, Carthagena, and 
Alicante. To Malaga the distance is thirty- 
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three leagues; from that city to Carthagena 
seventy ; thence to Alicante eighteen^ and from 
the latter place to Valencia twenty- seven. You 
may otherwise cross Andalusia and la Mancha, 
and then proceed by the usual way from Al- 
bacete. The distance from Cadiz to Cordova 
is thirty-six leagues, and thence to Valencia 
seventy-eight. In time of peace, and in the 
summer months, you may also go bj^ sea from 
Cadiz to Malaga, an.d for' this voyage you meet 
with daily opportunities at the rate of twelve or 
sixteen piastres. 

> 

IV. FROM PERPIGNAN TO VALENCIA. 

You proceed by the iisual route through 
Figueras, Gerona, &c. to Barcelona, a distance 
of thirty leagues ; and from that city to Va- 
lencia is fifty-five more. In time of peace, and 
in summer, you may go from Barcelona to Va- 
lencia by sea/ for which you meet with frequent 
opportunities, at the rate of six or eight pias- 
tres. It is advisable to furnish yourself with 
a mattress and some provisions for this voyage, 
which is often performed in two days and a 
half. 

• Valencia is thirty-two leagues from Murcia, 
fifty-one from Madrid, and seventy-four from 
Granada. Whoever wishes for opportunities 
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of trs^velling either bjr coach or with muleteers;, 
needs only to apply at the Meson de Arzemil- 
leria in the Calle de Toledoj where they are to 
be met with almort esexy di^* 



LONGEVITY. 

If there be a elimate more peculiarly favoar- 
able to man than any other^ it must eertainljT 
exist m Valeoeia^n V^ilencia^ trliere everjr 
thing contributes to the deyelopvient, tbe per- 
feetien> and the preservation of the human ma^ 
chuie*^in Yakncia^ where a hnppy old age ta 
so. frequent^ and where extraordinary longeirity 
is by no means rare. 

Go to Chiva^ to Burjasot^ to Benimameij to 
Gaudia: traverse this whole delightful tract af 
coast; you will every where fibd people of se- 
venty or eighty, whom at first sight you wotlld 
not take to be much more than fifty ; you will 
every where hear of persons who hare attained 
the patriarchal age of one hundred and twenty^ 
nay even of one hundred and forty, and who arc 
still briski hearty, and active. 

Hufeland has satisfactorily demonstrated,; 
that longevity is the result of the ihfiuenee of 
cHmat^, and the cooperation of the alimentary 
substances.. Apply these o^bserrations to Va^ 
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lencla^ and it WilV be unnecessary to add ano^ 
tberword. It may not^ however, be amisg to 
subjoin a few instances of extraordinary age to 
those which already are gleneraMy known. 

In 1796 a woman/ named Maria Franzisca 
Tosca, died at Gandia, at the age <^ one hun- 
dred and twenty-three years, who retained all her 
senses,, except that of hearing, to the last mo- 
ment of her life. She had nerer observed any 
particular diet ; but< during the last ^eo yeii^^ 
she subsisted almost entirely -on bread andr fruit* 
It isxreamrkable ihat a> lanitn^ss^ xioeamised'^l^ k 
paralytic stroke' iff her d^ty<^v^tii ^jn^M, 
went away of itself six months beibsolier do«tb; 
A cireums^nee 9tiH more 9tippnsrag%, ; tibod i^ 
her ninety-seventh year, when it mms lowitine^ 
cessary^ta c^itoiF her thick MEct b^ir, dn ^* 
oount of a woond on her head, 'it grew again in 
ashdrt timeai fihe as-ever. • > i 

At Benimamet died id ITS^^ at the a^e of Mi& 
hundred Bnd twenty years, Antonio Nipw^rete, 
who tMl his sixtieth ly^ear had. been a sailor, and 
tili' he was eighty had been acoudto«;^ed to c^rry 
large baskets of fish on his back. So late ^% 
his eighty-sixth year> he could distinguish tbe 
flags of riiips sailing along the coaBt> at tbe 
distance of a cannon-shot ; and in his ninetieth 
year, he Vralked a league almost every day. He- 
bad b^en tbrice married, and bislast ehild was 
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born in his seventy-fourth year.. He had never 
been particular in his diet^ but had always ma- 
nifested a great aversion for brandy. He died 
of a fracture of the leg, without ever having 
known what it was, to be sick. 

At Moxente there was still living in 1798, a 
vintager of one hundred and thirty years, who 
at the age of sixty-eight had run for a wager 
with two men of fifty* Till he was ninety -six 
he had all his teeth^ and went abroad every day 
to work till his hundredth year. From that 
time he employed himself in making esparto 
mats^ at which occupation he earned twelve 
reals a week. It was generally reported that he 
had never had any connection with the other 
sex before he was thirty ; and that from his se- 
ventieth year, he had lived entirely upon bread, 
cheese, and fruit. 

We shall conclude with another remarkably 
example, in the person of Maria Augustina 
Neroz, who died at Chiva, in 1800, at the great 
age of one hundred and forty-two years. She 
was married in her twenty-fifth year, bore eight 
children, and at the age of seventy, twelve years 
after her husband's death, she had a return of 
the menstrual evacuation. Her favourite food 
Was goat's milk, with which she' would now and 
then eat bi^oiled pilchards. She used till she 
was one hundred and eleven to walk every week 
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a distance of two leagues and a half (near nine 
miles); and till her one hundred and thirtieth 
year^' she earned two reals a day by esparto 
works. She lost her sight and hearing only two 
days before her deaths and expired almost un- 
perceived while at supper. 

These examples^ the number of which might 
very easily be increased^ will suffice to prove 
the excellence of this climate^ and its life-pro- 
longing influence. How different from the 
norths where age is always so dreary^ and in- 
Mances of such longevity are comparatively so 
rare! ' 

O Valencia^ land of health and of patriarchal 
life ! Let us hasten, to thy plains^ that we may 
be able to look forward to a cheery old age. 
Here let us fix our habitations^ that^ in the' bo- 
som of beauteous nature^ we may recover the lost 
relish for all the pleasures of life. Here let us 
meQt death : here we shall sink peaceful and 
resigned into the arms of this last friend of 
man. 



NOCHE BUENA. 



The most pleasing^ the most simprle, and the 
most humane of all religious festivals^ which^ ia 
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the midst of the dreary seisoa of winter, fillff 
every place with life and joy^ is Christmas. 

And yet^ what are the pleasures of the n^rth 
in comparison of those enjoymeiits which the 
sontii affords on this occasion ? Archangel and 
Valencia ! What a contrast ! Oh ! it k 19^ 
possible to describe the sensations excited by the 
celehtation of Christmas among fiowersj, bk>s- 
soms, and all the beauties of May ! 

In the night whicti ushers in this festival^ all 
T alencia resounds with gaiety ^d joy. la every 
street are erected small stages with maogers^^ and 
>ands of music* In^every place you h^fu* the firiag 
of guns^ and CbfiUpia« cafolsif and eveiy pec* 
ton of any ability gives his friendf an fotpFtaiii* 
ment on the festive occasion. In the hqf09m^o{ 
the more opulent classes^ the utmost magMfi^- 
cence is displayed. Here th? teraces are ilia- 
minated with lamps and adorned with aU<^rical 
transparences ; here dramatic pieces are ex- 
hibited and brilliant refrescos are given ; here 
the native of the north may behold^ to his ae- 
tonishment^ upon every table the piost ex quiaite 
fruits and the most beautiful flowers in lovely 
intermixture. 

After the repast> the company amuse them* 
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lelfes with the santos and e^rechos ; ihej dance 
voleros, pay ^ visits to the neighbours^ or 
parade the iiluminated streets %^ith torches and 
music. A thousand tricks are played with 
confectionary/ hooks; little bells^ and the like^ 
which ate taken and returned with equal good- 
huinour. 



I n 



Nothing can he more beautiful than the tiew 
of the whole city and huierta^ from a high ieN 
tace on Christmas night. " It appears like an 
undulating sea of lights from which numbers 
of tocketa ascend at intervals. On every side 
are heard tht ttcentt of g^icity and mirth^ aridf 
the n4he is heightened firom time to time ' by 
riuftibertess^tta? dfe Jate. * - 

The hour ^f matins arrites, and the inhabi- 
tants Aroiig to the churches^ which are brillfant-^ 
ly illuminiited. If piety consii^s in busde add 
merrimi^t^ more devout people cahn6t exist. 
Bnt tak;e care of the \iralnuts and oranges^ to 
which even the priest 'who reids mass is himself 
exposed. Beware too of the still more danger- 
Otis «yre^s and their coninigos* which on this 
occasion At6 doubly seducing. 

* Come with me. 



■ » 
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COMPARISONS. 

Trai^l^ y& Tfho dre capable of making com* 
parisons; i0 Hieres and Nice^ to Naples and 
Montpellier^ and say if the preference ought 
ntftia be given to Valencia. 

Let us begin with Hiere^. The climate there 
18^ certainly d^licious^ biit the printers are some- 
timi^ rather severe^. Sulzer saw snow f^ll there 
in December : an unwelcome sight, it may be 
supposed^ to air ihfalid. The country^ it must 
be allowed, is extremely beautifill ; but Hieres 
itself is a small place^ destitute of all th)& re* 
soured thsei c6ntribute to the c(yftrfdrt of life, and 
where accommodations are by n^ meatis che^p. 
^^tij, y(>u Cannot live here exce|>t in winter, 
the air feeing rendered extremely unwholesotne 
in summer by the neighbouring swa^nps. 

Nice certainly has its stdyantag^s. But yet, 
as delicious as the four winter months may be^ so 
disfagreeable and intolerable those of spring and 
summer in general prove. Add to this tbe^ tota;l 
want of shade; the bad quality of the water^ 
which is impregnated with particles of gypsum ; 
the abundance of vermin, which you can 
scarciely get rid of even in winter ; the incon- 
venience and the dampness of the houses ; the 
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deafness of provisions; and the malignant 
character of the inhabitants^ "which in truth 
conspire to give not very favourable ideas of 
Nice. 

Butvehot objections are there to Naples?-—' 
Naples^ ii cannot be denied^ is a very agreeable 
place for a residence of a few weeks. But the 
volcanic atmosphere^ the humidity generally 
prevalent in wintet^ the intolerable heat of 
summer, the want of shade^ the horrible dust 
from the lava.— Woe to the invalid who is 
confined to Naples ! £?en Sorrento and Ischia^ 
places so highly extolled, are at best but agree*- , 
able abodes in spring. 

Then Montpellier must be the place/ Mont- 
pellier^ it must be admitted^ h^s a very piire air^ 
and up6n ihe whole a delicious temperature ; 
biit the cold, piercing cers, the humid, hot, and 
suffpcating dutan, now and then produce some 
difference. We should likewise take into the ac- 
count the" vicinity of the moralises of Magalon^ 
the exorbitant prices demanded for lodgings, th« 
want of shady walks, and other inconveniences 
which are certainly worthy of some considera * 
tion. It is, besides, asserted that the air of 
Montpellier is by far too sharp for persons 
labouring under phthysical complaints^ and 
that it consequently almost always proves fataL 

Several oth^r plUces are recommended for the 



^It PICTURE OF VALENCIA. 

residence of invalids^ and particularly Vevay, 
Marseilles^ Canoes^ and Avignon. But Vevay 
is not agreeable except in winter^ and, to tell 
the truths its situation is not southerly enough 
by far; Marseilles possesses great advantages^ 
but the adjacent country might be much more 
beautiful ; Cannes is only a village inhabited by 
fishermen; and Avignon is frightfully solitary 
and ugly. Besides^ we must not forget the 
mistrals or north winds which prevail through- 
out all Provence^ and are doubly dangerous to 
invalids. 

What consequence ought we hence todeduce? 
That Valencia deserves the preference in every 
respect^ whether we consider the climate^ the 
country^ the cheapness of necessaries^ or the 
comforts of social life. .The only thing that 
can possibly be Ibund fault with^ is the al)sur- 
dity of many of the ceremonies of religious 
worship. Butj provided you avoid giving anjr 
occasion for public scandal^ it matters not what 
you are^ even if you have the misfortune to be 
in your heart a Jew. 



CACAHUETE. 



This is the grouiid-nut^ distinguished in 
botanical systems by the name of. arachis hypo^ 
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gaa. It is a native of the South of Asia and 
America^ and is carefully cultivated by the 
natives for the sake of its fruity >Yhich is very 
nutritious^ and has an agreeable flavour. ' At- 
tempts have^ of late years^ been made^ and with 
the greatest success^ to raise it in Valencia. As 
the culture of this plant may appear an interest- 
ing subject to the futu^^e traveller, it may not be 
amiss to introduce in this place a brief extract 
from the works which have appea:red respecting 
it.* 

The time for planting it is, according to Ta- 
bares, from the middle of May till the end pf 
June. The grains must be put into separate 
holes, at the distance of about a focH asund<^^ 
in a light sandy soil that has been well manured. 
At first they must be sparingly watered, till they 
begin to blossom,' when they must receive a 
more abundant supply. It must not be forgot- 
ten that they require a great deal of air and 
sun, and will scarcely thrive in the neighbour- • 
^hood of any other vegetable, and consequently 
not in the vicinity of a tree. 

* Observaciones practicas sobre el cacahuete^ 9 Mani de 
America^ ou producion en Espanna^ * bondad- del Fruto, y 
9ur vario9 usos^ particulannente para la extraccion de aceyte^ 
modo de cultivarlej y benejiciarley para el bien de la nacion 
par Don Franc. Tabares de Ulloa. En Fahnciay 1800, 8to. 
Memoria sobre el Mani de los Americanos^ par Don Anion. 
Echeandia. En Zaragoxa^ 1800, 8vo. 
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When tbe leaves begin to turn j'cllow, it is 
time to gather in the crop. The plants are pulled 
up J and after having been dried in an airj^ sunny 
place> the grain is thrashed out of the pods with 
sticks. This may either be done immediately, 
or the pods may be kept in a dry^ airy place for a 
year together without spoiling. 

The fruit of this plant affords a kind of food 
equally wholesome and agreeable to the taste. 
It may be prepared a thousand different ways, 
as garden-stuff, in puddings, &c. or if mixed 
with an equal quantity of flour, it makes excel- 
lent palatable bread. The oil extracted from it 
is not much inferior to the best olive-oil. 

With respect to the properties of this plant 
and its fruit, Echeandia has made the following 
experiments. — The fresh leaves and stalks taste 
like pease^ and have little or no smell, and in 
these particulars there is not much difference 
between them and the dry leaves and stalks. 

The fresh blossoms have a weak but agreeable 
smell ; they are tender, succulent, and have a 
sweetish taste somewhat like lettuce. , 

The unripe fruit smells like fresh liquorice, 
and has a sweetish taste. When chewed it is 
brittle, dissolves, and tinges the spittle of a 
reddish hue. The ripe fruit has no smell, and a 
sweetish taste^ nearly resembling that of grey 
pease. In chewing it dissolves almost en- 



tirely^ so iif^i the fpijttle becomes nearly Hk^ 
milk. When boiled it id much sweeter, 
and moxe juicy, iq^od has ft very ^Qpg herba- 
peous smell. 

"^he plants burned witb the piods^ yields 
^shes which are useful ^r ^. va^i^ty of e^onp* 
mical purposes, find contain ml salt of con^^er^ 
^ble strength. 

If a portion of the seed is mixed with 9. 
proper quantity of water, it yields a very white> 
thick, frothy, buttery ' liquid, which ret^rinp 
the taste peculiar to Ihe^ frijiit. . Sujphvirip ^id 
produces no change in the colour ; ^m^ a,Q^e^ 
lerates the precipitation ; alcohol increases the 
pulky whiteness, ai^d, in an ho\ir, likewise oc^ 
cas^onv precip^tatioq. If this infiisioA is hft t9 
stand, a skin is formed on the siurf^^e, aqd ^ 
last it tyrns sour* A sediment resembling wbite 
st^ch is 4l^posited on the bottom of the ve^eU 
and the liquid, between the skin am the £iur^ee^ 
and the sedjiment, lopks like whey. 

}f ^he wbole seeds, ^yith their skins, are ma- 
cerated in the balnea iparias, they grow soft, 
and yield a trapsparept infusion . nearly of a 
blood red, which^ on the addition of sulphuric 
acid, turns to dark blue ; it has a $weetish fari- 
Qaceous taste, and no smell whatever. A strongly 
saturated decoction is thicker; sulphuric acid 
turns it tp a»h grey; it has a sweet and 
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ft 

very substantial taste, and a somewhat stronger 
smell. 

On macerating the seeds without the skins^ 
the infusion assumes the colour of whey^ which 
is turned by sulphuric acid to a straw^^colour. 
The taste is the same as in the preceding. The 
'Baturated decoction posflfesses the same proper- 
ties ; except that on the addition of sulphuric 
acid^ it first becomes turbifl^ and afterwards 
whitish^ and at the same time a mucilaginous 
substance is predpitated. 

If a mixtur<^ of one part of (he flour of these 
grains^ with six of water^ i^ left exposed to 
the air, on the thir^A day an aeid^ and on the 
sixth a putrid^ fermentatidB takes place^ at- 
tended with the formation of a considerable 
quantity of sal ammoniac* 

From these and otW experiftients> it results 
that the cacahuete contains four parts of oil^ 
two of mucilage^ one part of saccharine matter^ 
and one of earthy substanci^j the latter being 
mixed with nearly equal parts of mucilage and 
gluten; and that it is consequently extremely 
nutritious^ and much less flatulent than any 
other kind of pulse* , 

The oil extracted from it is strong and liquid^ 
without smelly of a greenish yellow colour^ 
transparent^ and has a sweety agreeable^ buttery 
taste. When it comes from the pressj. it has at 



CACAHUETE. 217 

first a \vbitish colour approaching to green^ 
and appears ver'y turbid on account of the mu 
cilage with which it is mixed ; but it gradually 
clarifies^ if left in a moderate warmth. In s 
temperature of seventy to seventy-seven degrees, 
it turns bitter and rancid in a few days. 

It is not soluble either in water or alcohol. 
A degree of heat eiceeeding that of boiling 
water^ Js required to transform it into gas^ and 
in this state it takes fire if a <5^ndle or piece of 
ignited charcoal is^applied to it. In a state of 
ebullitidnJt throws out some aqueous vapours, 
and becomes thicker. It burns more slowly 
tbanolite oil^ and gives a much brighter light, 
without any p^deptible smoke or vapour. When 
mixed with aikaline substances, it produces tx^ 
cellent soap^ and forms a very good liniment, 
with the addition of goulard w^ter. tJpon the 
whole it answers all the purposes of the best 
elive oil. 

Can this be the plant which in Germany .was 
recently offered to the public as a secret, and 
from the cultivation of Which the farmer wa^ 
promised a profit of at least a thousand per 
cent? In this case the advertisers must have 
fallen into an egregious* mistake, since the ca* 
cahuete cannot thrive except in a southern cli- 
mate. 
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BUSOT. 

* This place^ situated at the distance Qf five 
leagues and a half from ^^licapte^ in 9<a ex- 
tremely romantic cqmitrj^ U celebratejd fof its 
warm spriags. 

The number of tbesp springs at present dis- 
covered is fpur^, the piru»cipal of M^bich rises at 
the neighbouring village of Ajgues. Thej 
have> a temperature of 104% a slightly sul- 
phureous smell (especially the spring de la Co- 
galla), a strong taste ofJron> and a remarkably 
relaxing ^property. If the water is left to standi 
it deposits a sediment of the colour of yellow 
ocbre> and when evapo^rated^ crystals of ina* 
rine and Glauber's salt are formed. 

Th^ waters of Busot are used with great ad- 
vantage both for drinking and bathings pn 
which account there is no want of company 
here from February to May. It is, however^ 
to be regretted that so little has been, done for 
their accommodation, and that no enterprising 
9pecu later has yet paid the least attention to 
the subject. The lodgings at Aygues, of course^ 
precisely about the principal spring, are most 
loudly complained of. 

Some compensation is^ however, afforded by 
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the beauty of the country and the purity of the 
air of this salubrious retreat. All around rise 
picturesque mountains, cultivated half way to 
their summits, and on every side appears the 
most luxuriant and agreeably diversified vege- 
tation. How many romantic spots, created for 
solitude and love, become dear to most of the 
visitors of these waters, and are indelibly im- 
pressed on the memory of not a few ! 

To botanists Busot and Aygues are remark- 
able for the quercus coccifera, called by the 
Spaniards coscoxa^ which is here cultivated in 
great abundance, and furnishes the inhabitants 
with a very lucrative article of commerce, ia 
the drug known by the name of cochineal. 



BENIDOLEIG. 

In the vicinity of this pretty village, situated 
on the sea-coast, is a cavern celebrated for its 
beautiful stalactites, and for the treasures sup- 
posed to have be^n secreted there in the timed of 
the Moors. To gain possession of these trea- 
sures, nothing more is necessary than the aid of 
three white animals, namely, a white lamb, a 
white rabbit, and a white pigeon ; and yet they 
remain untouched to this day. 

£asy as the fulfilment of these conditions 
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may appear^ says the tradition^ the smallest 
grey hair, a feather ever so little speckled in anj 
of these animals^ is sufficient to render thei;«rhole 
process completely nugatory. One such exam- 
ple might be thought a sufficient warning for 
every future speculator. 

The person who^ above one hundred and fifty 
years ago, discovered this secret in an ancient 
Moorish manuscript, v^as the first that resolved, 
in company of a friend, to make the experi- 
ment. Accordingly, they procured the above- 
mentioned animals, hung themselves round "cvith 
scapularies, relics, and rosaries, and thus, ac- 
cording to the direction, repaired, precisely at 
midnight, \q the cavern. 

Scarcely have they advanced a few steps^ 
when they feel a gentle breeze, which blows 
out their torches ; and a / small golden flame 

. bursting forth at the extremity of the cave 

seems to shew them the way. With increased 

courage thfey proceed : suddenly the rock opens^ 

' aiid they behold a spacious recess filled with 

glistening gold and silver. They are just go- 

, ing to enter ; but at that moment a veiled 
Moorish damsel rises from the ground, and 
v^ith a golden sword arrests their progress. 

The terrified adventurers recoil a few steps ; 
trembling they lay the three wliite animals at 
her feet, aad read the prescribed form of ia- 
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GantatipD. But it is all of no avail The maiden 
shftkes her head> indignantly pushes back 
the animals with her sword^ which she thrice 
waves over them. A tremendous* peal of 
thunder follows^ th^ light disappears^ the recess 
is closed with a horrible noise ; the whole ca* 
vei^n h filled with a frightful tempest^ and an 
invisible power hurls the two adventurers back 
to the entrance. 

When they recovered thp use of their senses, 
they found themselves under an olive-tree at 
the distance of tvi^o hundred paces. Withhorr 
ror they now discovered under the wing of the 
pigpop a little grey feather that was scarcely 
discernible ; and probably it was owing only tid 
their jreljics that they came qff so well as th^j 
did. 

LA COSOOKA. 

Every body knows that cochineal (cqccus 
ilic.) is a species of insect which is found on a 
certain kind of oak^ and is used for dyeing scar* 
let. This oak, the quercus coccifera of Lin« 
nseus, is called by the Spaniards coscoxcl*. 

There are two species of the coscoxa^^ one of 
which is a tree, and the other a shrub: they 
both produce the cochineal insect, but with 

' . ■ ■ ■ 

* ProAoiiiiced coscocfaa; « in Spanish being sounded like 
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some difference. On the latter it adheres only 
to the leaves^ but on the former it is observed 
also on the trunk and branches. 

In.many parts of the south of Sp^io^ and es- 
pecially in the Huexta de Alicante^ as far as 
Busot^ Aygues, &c. cochineal is a very lucrative 
article of commerce. The insects ar6 scraped off 
the plants >vith a little wooden spatula^ or with 
the nails^ spread out upon estera mats^ sprinkled 
with white wine viriegar, and dried in thfe shade. 
They are then sold at the rate of frpm eighteea 
to iwenty reals per pound. 

We ^halt subjoin a few particulars telaiiv^td 
the liaturd:! history of thes6 iiisects : they are 
fastened to the leaves i?^ith a kind of glue, in 
which they are themselves partly* enveloped. 
They are of different sizes, from one eighth to 
one fpurth of an inch in diameter, but always 
perfectly spherical, and covered with a white 
dust which hides their red, smooth, shining sur- 
fac,e. They are divided into three sorts, in 
which (he di^erent periods of their growth are 
distinguishable. 

Those belonging to the firsi sort have the 
appearance of fine, tenacious membranes, which 
are filled with a brilliant, blood-coloured liquid. 
In the second sort you find under this membrane 
a still smaller, in which are inclosed iheslAo'dt 
imperceptible eggs. The space betwelfctf tMe 
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two membranes contains the same kind ef co-* 
louring liquid^ but in less quantity than in the 
preceding. Lastly^ in the third sort, the eggs / 
have attained their full growth ; the two mem- 
branes adhere closely to each other^ and the 
liquid seems to be entirely dried up. It is un- 
necessary to say which of the three is in the 
greatest request^ and fetches the best price. 
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This fine word signifies nothing more or les» 
than a bat^ which is the arms of Valencia. The 
occasion of its adoption is thus related in the 
chronicles. 

J[ames the Coiiqueror laid siege in 1238 to 
Yajencia. He had established his head-quar- 
ters in ibd^ vicinity of Turia. Here one eyening 
a ^hole flight of bats made their appearance., 
One of them. perched upon the standard fixed on 
the .top of the fcing's tent, while the others in 
wide circles flew round their companion. . 

Am soon as ttiB king perceived this phenome- 
non, he assembled all his generals. '^ Look yon- 
der,*' said he to them : *' as the bats, in the opi- 
nion of our country-people, predict fair wea- 
ther, I accept this as an omen: of to-morrowV 
socceafii.*' . . 
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The famished Moots were actually obliged to 
surrender at discretion^ and the next day at noon 
the Spaniards entered Yalejieia in triumph. To 
perpetuate the remembrance of this events a bat 
was chosen for the arms of the city^ and a so- 
lemD procession is annually held, on St. George's 
day^ when the celebrated bat is seen delineated 
on all the flags and on all the escutcheons. 

Poor despised animal^ who would have ima- 
gined that honours so extraordinary were reserved 
for thee ! Such^ however^ is the fact ; and so 
the bat of Valencia for ever ! 



PICTURESQUE VIEWS. 

Who can produce a picture of a landscape 
without any colours but what the ink-stand 
affords; or by a gradual description of the 
living and smiling scenery which the eye ought 
to embrace at once ? Such an attempt serves 
but to make the reader angry^ and the writer 
ridiculouis. Two words^ and then no more^ 
should delineate the character and the imp res* 
sion produced by a view : all that exceeds this 
is superfiuottd. 

I Accordingly we refer our readers to the pic** 
turesque tours of Spain which have been aja* 
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nounced. at Paris and Madrid* : we shall me? ely 
inform them where the most interesting tiews 
are to be sought ; the rest they may see in the 
engravings or on the spot. 

We shall mention then the magnificent lamd^ 
scapes of Morella^ Oropesa^ Sierra de Engait- 
c^rran> Ares del Maestre^ Gulla> Onda^ Munri-« 
edro> Valencia/ Gandia^ Chnlilla^ Ganmo^^ Es^ 
lida^ Bocayrente, Alicante^ and Liria. ' In eVer;f 
part of this proViAce will be found either moun^* 
tain or maritime views — ^prospects either suUime 
or beautiful^ but invariably enchanting; iii 
cyery part, you will meet with charminjg * m<H^ 
dels of the most romantic scenes that ever you^ 
imagination pourtrayed. 

Happy mortals^ whom fate permits to yisH 
these delicious regiods^'ye will bft tte'ttiost 
equitable jud^es^ the best adtocates of the 
author! 



ASTRONOMY. 

Is not the origin of this divine scienee to he 
sought beneath a southern sky ? Where could 
it be studied with such advantage as in those 

* One by Alexander Labprde ; the Qiher hy a Society of 
Spanisk Literati. 
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happy climes ? Fortunate and truly astrono- 
mical regions^ \¥here the etherial firmament 
;sbines in everlasting, uninterrupted splendour— 
^here the beauty of the enchanting nigbts 
beighteos the enthusiasm excited by the aspect 
pf the star 'bespangled sky.! 

Sacred and sublime study^ who alone can'st 
(elevate the humble offspring of the dust to tbe 
cput^ipplation pf celestial objects ! What de- 
liciow. fruits- dost thou offer to all mankind! 
Whaft jinexpr^ssible pleasures dost thou prepare 
jTpr tha$& who lovei tbee ! -Arise, ye beneficent 
orbfl, ..j^id; gui^e ihe wandering mariner into tbe 
f oufs^.he 9ught tP;.pui:sue ! Arise^ ye worlds, 
the mansions of eternal peace! .and be your beams 
to him^ the ministers of Joy and consolation ! 

Astronomy^ thou most noble^ most sublime of 
all sciences |^ How many great truths:, how 
many sweetly-soothing ideas dost thou embrace! 
What higher avocation than to calculate the 
orbits of celestial worlds, than to penetrate into 
the profoundest mysteries of the creation ! And 
that heavenly inspiration^ that foretaste of im- 
mortality ! Yes-, to you, ye &aored, resplendent 
orbs — to you, the abode of all that is gre^t and 
good — to you the angel of peace conveys your 
friends ! 

And thou, Valencia^ with thy pure astronomic 
sky, with thy clear, enchanting star-illumioed 
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nights^ soon Mvilt thou too erect to the noblest of 
all sciences a temple worthy of her* ; soon wilt 
thou share the admiration paid throughout all 
Europe to the names of a Herschel^ a Zacfaj 
and their illustrious colleagues. 
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- • 

The inhabitants of the district of Hoya de 
Castalla^ in the southern part of the province, 
possess an excellent remedy against the bite of 
the viper, composed of the sea-holjy (eryngiuin 
campestre), viper's buglos$ (^chium vulgare), 
mad-wort (alyssum spinosum), and Cretan balm 
(melissa cretica \), in the following manner : 

, * A few apartments far astronomical obseryations have 
been prepared, for the present, in the buildings belonging to 
the University. At the beginning of the year 180^ appeared 
a little piece, entitled : Curso y efemerides del nuevoplaneta 
descubierto en Sicilia en el Obseroatorio real de Palermo el 
1 de Enero de 1801, para el in mediate Mesde Mayo de 1802. 
Calculadas en Valencia por E. B. D. L. Madrid ; published 
bj Castillo. 

f Under this nameiJie plant is described by some bota. 
Bists, and, among the rest, by Lamarky but CaTanilleS 
proves from the structure of the calix and other prcum. 
stances, that it is properly the Njepeta marifolia. See 
Jingles de Ciencas mUurales. 8to. Madrid, 1800. No. V* 
p, 192. 

, q3 
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The plauU ^jGe tal^en MfhpijLthey are b^iaiiiug 
to rua to seedy an^ dried in the shade till all 
their humiditjf is evaporated. Oq this each i& 
separately pounded; the .powder is passed 
through a hair-sieve^ mixed in equal parts^ and 
put away in well-corked bottles. It is to be 
observed^ that none of the roots must be em- 
ployed, except those of the sea-holly>. which 
possess very great strength. 

With respect to the use of this remedy, it is 
indispensably necessary that it should be admi- 
nistered immediately after the infliction of the 
wound. The common dose for a man is one 
scruple, for a dog a drachm; and the vehicle 
used for both is iVf ine or water. No particular 
diet need be observed; only the powder must be 
taken morning and evening for nine days sue* 
cessively. 

From time immemorial the inhabilants of the 
above-mentioned district have made use of this 
powder as a specific for the bite of vipers with 
universal success ; till at length the belebrated 
Gavanilles resolved io try its efiects against the 
bites of mad dogs. He lost no time in commu- 
nicating his ideas, to the physicians and loedical 
ifxexi in the provinccj and bad the satisfaction to 
see that his philanthropic views were produc- 
tive of the happiest results. 

Thus, for instance, at the farm de los Pu* 
chols, in the district of the little town of Sierra 



dtn Garcerftti^ st man ohixtj, named Migtkel Puig, 
and a boy, twelve years ^Id, named Vito Sorella^ 
tvere iii Jimuary, 1796, bitten, the one <Hi the hand, 
the <yther dn the eh^^k:» in such a manner tbelt 
both Idst a considerable ^ttiititity of blood. The 
physieian of the place/ Doii Bias Sales, was ndt 
sent for till threfe dslys after the accident ; he 
nevertheless resolved to try the powder, which 
produced effects that surpassed his expectaiion« 

Ia fact, the two patieilts perfectly recovered 
of the bites> without manifesting the slightest 
symptoms of hydrophobiit till the present time 
'( 18(^) ; aftd during Un interval of iia yeAts 
not the least alterafioti ba^ been observed in 
i;heif health. The attural madness of the dog 
seems to have been fully proved; for sev trill 
goats and sheep^ wHich were likewiset bitten by 
bim, died in forty days, with illl the signs of 
the m09t complete hydrophobia. 

In 1799, at the vilkge of Tornesi, Ifa the dis- ' 
trict of the same town, a man of fifty-fiv6, 
named Francisco Basett his dstdghter lyla^iuela 
Baset, aged twenty-three, and ^pother man, named 
Jbaquin^FaufO, were bitten, the two former on 
the hand, and the latter on thtt middk 6nger. 
Baset .and his daughter immediately applied tb 
Don Thomas Sabater, the surgebn of their vil- 
lage, who fornished them with powder sufficient 
for nine ddyd. On the contrary, FAuro, wh(> 
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lived at another village^ looked upon his iimund 
as a mere trifle, and took no farther notice of it. 

What was the consequence ? Baset and bis 
daughter were perfectly cured^ and have for 
the^e three years experienced not the least alte- 
rati(Hi in their health ; whereas the unfortunate 
Fauro died sixty days after the accident^ virith 
all the symptoms of the most confirmed hydro- 
phobia. )t 

Another mad dog in Sierra den Garceran had 
bitten several other dogs^ pigs/&c. The pow- 
der was administered to some of them for eleven 
successive days; arid till the present moment, 
during the^pace of nearly two years^ no ill conse- 
quences whatever have be^n observed. All the 
animals to whom the powder was not given died 
raving mad in twenty-five days. 

One dog, to whom it was found impossible to 
administer more than four doses, did not go 
mad, but fell into a kind of lethargy, and re- 
fused to eat ; till at length he died on the six- 
tieth day, but without toy of the symptoms of 
actual hydrophobia. 

So much for the experiments with a remedy, 
which, as * far as I know, has never been in- 
cluded among the six or seven medicines for 
preventing the consequences of the bite of mad 
dogs. It seems, however, io be so much the 
more deserving of the attention of the physicians 
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of every country, as its efficacy dgamst tfce 
venom of the viper is fully confirmed By tlii ' 
experience of ages'.* ^ 



ENJOYMENT OF LIFE IN THE SOUTH. 

Hotv relative soever thjs expressioh may ap-^ 
pear, still it cannot fail to convey an idea of 
felicity, phjrsical and moral, which constitutes > 
the fairest form of human existence. 

And what else is this m^ost enviable, inost ex- 
quisite enjoyjnent of life, but the most free and 
unembarrassed exercise of all the human ener- 
gies, but liie most complete development and 
utmost activity of the physical and intellectual 
system? Must it sot consist in the greatest 
number of agreeable sensations and pleasing 
ideas, as well as in the highest degrfe of 
intensity and diversity in both. 

Assuredly in this image we discover the 
fairest and loveliest form of .which human life 
appears to be susceptible ; and by this image 
too we are reminded of those happy regions 
where every thing attains the highest degree of 
fulness, beauty, and perfection. 

* At the moment these sheets are going to press, I find 
from the Spanish journals that this powder has likewise been 
tried at Madrid with complete success. 
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We have treated of the souths where nature 
appears in her fairest form, and dispenses her 
choicest blessings. That pure atmosphere, 
that enchanting temperature^ that abundance of 
the most delicate and nutritious ialiments — do 
not all these c<mtribate to the highest gratifica- 
tion of sense^ to the roost rapid combination of 
the ideas^ to the greatest intensity of the seati- 
Jkents^ to the most. buoyant sense of the value of 
ebcisti^bce ? Would any one live the genuine 
life of the poet, of the artist^ of enjoyment, let 
him ]*epair to these happy climes ! 

I wake and a fairy land tinged with the 
r^iddy glow of aui^ora is expanded to my view. 
The pure atfaios|)here is impregnated with the 
])erfumes of the orange, and the cronros of the 
majestic palm-trees tremble in the golden 
beams of the orb of day. — Where am I ? — Into 
%hat paradise h^s kind fate transported me ^-^ 
O Valencia! Valtocia! 'tis in thy fiowerr 
bdsom that I have opened my eyes ! 
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No. I. 

GEOGRAPHICAL anb STATISTICAL SURVEY' 

OF VALENCIA. 

INTRODUCTION. 

Few countries exhibit^ in so small a compass^ 
such a variety and such striking contrasts as the 
kingdom of Valencia. In the northern and 
western part we find nothing but wild^ inclement^ 
mountainous regions^ while the middle and. 
southern portion is occupied by the most fertile 
and delicious plains^ which extend to the coast. 

In the productions also may be remarked the 
greatest diversity. The northern districts pro- 
duce fiax^ hemp, metals^ and pulse ; t|ie south- 
ern abound in dates^ oranges^ wine, and salt. 
Thus the province possesses a superabundance / 
of the productions of northern and southern 
climates which perhaps cannot be paralleled in 
any other country. 

The difi*erence between the northern and 
southern divisions in respect to the general po«» 
pulation is equally reiharkable. In the former 
the traveller scarcely finds an iosignifieant vii*^ 
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lage, or paltry hamlet, every three or foar 
leagues; whcfeas in thfe latter, he passes through 
hamlets, villages, and tov^ns in almost uninter- 
rupted succession, tt t!ahnot therefore appear 
an exaggeration if -we calculate the population 
of the sotitliern part at tbiree-fiflhi 6f the 
whole. , 

It is obvious what an influence this difference 
must have upon the industry and circumstances 
of the inhabitants. Thus in the northern part 
very little corn is raised, but so mxkch the more 
attention is paid to the breeding of catde and 
coarse manufactures of -woollens, leather, 
esparto, hemp, earthen ware. Sec. the pl^epara* 
tion of gypsum and the distilleries-^ili ei word> 
to occupations which are in some liieasure 
ruggodf labdrtous, and productive df but 
moderate profits 

In the southern parts, on the contrary, how 
flourishing is agriculture * What manufac- 
tures of silk and other flner fabrics I How ifnanv 
advantages accruing fromicemmerei^, luxury, 
and the fisheries ! What ease, what Optilence 
in cpmpari8<>n of the northern portion of the 
province! , ^ 

But we wish likewise to wake outselvc^ tic- 

quainted with ih^ inhalHtants tit iht^ rugUtts. 

* We enqutt^e tlieir eharaetiBi^ dtid thtir nMmliers. 

And ; vfbat ^b: x^^e find'? / ;A gcM>d^ndrt:tfri^, 



sprightly^ industrious race^ that understands the 
art of cultivating^ of turning to advantage^ and 
of enjoying every thing ; an intelligent pro- 
vincial people, which under a better govern- 
me^tj .^Xfi,Bi^)t ffom the influence of religious 
dQgipfs^ npi} tbe oppression of the landed pror* 
priet^$> v^oulcl perhaps be the besft and the hap* 
piast i^ Europe. 



GE0QB4?aiCAi;i AKD STATJS'SICAL. SURVEY. 

Superfi<;i^l et>9tent8.8^ square leagues; Po* 
piiU)(ian 93^\50 squU. The greater part of 
th§ prPKinee is Kpauotain^us, sn that the level 
country can scarcely be computed at "dlO square 
leagues. (See the first article in this volume). 



I. NORTHERN PART OF THE PROVINCE. 

\ 

From the left bank of the Mill ares, to the 
frontiers of ArTagpn and Catalonia, full of lofty. 
chains, of wil4 mpvuitinns, among which, how-, 
ever, there are sp^e plains apd v^^UeySs — Tbf 
climate cold and changeable:, but. spmeMha^ 
milder towards the sea-coast. Upon the whole 
thinly peopled^ but well cultivatjjd where the 
soil permits. 
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h BI8TBICT OF BENIFAZA. 

The most northern^ inclement^ and barren of 
ali ; the high mountains being covered during 
four months in the year with snow. — Abundance 
of pine-trees, beeches, &c. — Mines of vitriol, 
alum, and iron^ which^have been neglected ; in 
many places mines of coal, but which the in* 
habitants know not yet how to turn to account. 

Seven small places with scarcely 1,680 inha- 
bitants ;: nothing but poverty and' misery. At 
the village of Pobla alone, with about 500 in- 
habitants^ a somewhat milder climate, better soil 
and greater fertility. 

2. DISTRICT OF HEBBES^ VALLIBONA^ ANI| 

VALLIVANA. 

The soil rather better, and somewhat more 
populous than the preceding, but upon the 
whole very little difference ; a wild, inclement, 
mountainous country. Herbes 86 inhabitants. 
Yallibona 110 inhabitants; VallivtoBj nothing 
but detached cottages. 
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S« DISTRICT OF MOBELLA. , 

The soil grows better ; 5,200 iiifaabitafits. 
Thetovrnof Morella 4,800 iphabit ants : woollen 
m^DiifHctures ; upwards of 200 looms. Village 
of Chiva, upwards of 300 inbabitaots. : Great 
qufmiities of bees and some fruit raised here. 



4. DISTRICT D£ liA.Rt^. 

The mountains lower«-«-the climate milder — 
the soil more fertile. Foreall l;d56inhabita:nts; 
almond and mulberrij-trees ; silk, wheat, h<mej^ 
walnbts, culinary vegetables, and some wine; 
manufactures of ajfj^rgates.. Yillares 200 in-* 
habitants ; nearly the same productions. Ortels 
310 inhabitants ; bad soil and poverty. Palan* 
qves 290 inhabitants; condition the same. 
Zorita 1^000 inhabitants; soil excellent and very 
fertile. Thfe four other places nothing but 
wretched villages, whose scanty inhabitants live 
in the greatest poverty. In La Mata alone a 
few persons are engaged in the woollen-manu- 
factures. 
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5. DISTRICT OF CINC TORRES, CASTELLFORT, AND 

PORTELIi. 

A wild mountamoos couoiry; upwards; of 
41^000 inbahitaiits ; negligent ctiltiTation ; 
povecty and misery. Cine Torres 1;950 inha- 
Istants ; . woollen-manu&ctares ; about 38 or 40 
looms. '- Portell^ about 750 inbabiiants ; great 
indigence and want of employment. 

"ff. DISTRICT OF CATI. 

. XoyrnffCa4i9j000iahiiMtiuits: ribbon mknu- 
te^iufea; @QQ, laopip.; wmi^ fniit and Tegetabka. 
A ffH^t pftf t f^f the ^itttrict UBcakivated;. 

V 

< ^ 7* DI8TR.1CT OF JtOKTEl^A. 

• . ' ... 

■Mountain^HS^ but fettiUy esileeiaily t^ eOrm 
Chart, with lJ1h6 inhabitants^ many ef wbom 
ar& employed lio manu&otures of wool,', hemp^ 
and ftax. Scarcely, one-sixth of the diatnct 
under oultifati0n. 
«. . ' • . ■ 

8. DISTRICT OF CANET. 

Canet 1,710 inhabitants ; silk, wine, vegeta- 
bles, fruit, honey; eight distilleries. La Jana 
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1,790 iiihabiiai^tf ; mdustrious huslmndiMti and 
bee^-maaters. Trabigaera 3,000 inhabitasts \ and 
Ban Jorge 600 inbabitants : wretcbed soil^ ftgri'^ 
culture neglected^ but many bandi employed in 
tbe manufacture df alpargates and earthen* 
M^are. Roieli 800 inbabitants) indoatrioits 
cultivators of their ungrateful soih ^cellent 

marble in tbe mountain»& 

« 

. 9. Distatot OF YtiiAaoK» 

Towards the sea-coast the climate gradually 
more mild and the country better cultivated*^ 
all the productioAft of the beautiful southern 
tract of coast. 

Vioaroz, close to tbe sea-side with 9,000 inha^ 
bitants; the country well cultivated and full of 
activity. Fine huerta^ in which one year with 
another, 18,000 cmtaros of wine are ptoduc^d i 
lucrative fisheries. A considerable coasting 
trade^ especially tnihe conveyance of salt from 
tbe works of La Mata. 

Benicarlo, liliewise on the sea-coart with 
&,8^ inhab^ants ; the country still better culti«» 
Tatedtban about Vinaroe, and fruit of all Jctnds 
in abundance ; |idvaotageo«» commerce in that 
article, and especially in winej 225,000 caniaroS 
of which are annually raised. (Great quanti-* 
ties are however exported by this name from 

n 
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Vinarox and Alcala). Some fislieries and 
coasting trade ; many handB employed in cooper's 
works, 

Pennifcola^ on' a rock^ with 2^250 inhabi- 
tants; air exceedingly salubrious^ so that the 
number of births is regularly^ to that of deaths^ 
as fourteen to one ; agriculture^ in comparison 
with Benicarlo, very indifferent^ excepting in 
those lands which are let to the industrious in- 
habitants of that town. 

Alcala^ in the centre of the plain^ with 3,600 
inhabitants ; not yet completely cultiiiated^ 
though the inhabitants, endeavour to rival those 
of Benicarlo. On the sea-coast morasses and 
much w^aste land. 

10. DISTRICT OF OROPESA. , 

The low tracts on the coast marshy and un- 
wholesome ; the higher sandy and barren ; 
little good land, and thin population. Tor- 
rablanca^ a wretched village, with about 100 
inhabitants. Oropesa, with scarcely 200 in- 
habitants. The Albufera of Qropesa, half a 
league in length, and a quarter of a league io 
breadth, is a lagoon whose noxious exhala- 
tions occasion frequent epidemic diseases. 



APPl^Dt^Ci 



243 



11. DISTRICT OF BENICASSIM. 

A Wild 'mountainous riegion, full of pine- 
trees, beeches, &c. - The greater part yet unt- 
cultivated. Benicaissim, a quarter of a league 
from the sea, surrounded with lofty mountains; 
at moit 180 inhabitants ; great poyerty ; a small 
bay for fishing-vessels. Pobla Tornesa, still 
higher up in the mountains; 315 inhabitants; 
agriculture indifferent. 
. Bbfribl, with 2,340 inhabitants^ who partly 
subsist by the carriage of friiit; extensive plan- 
tations of algarrobos, which produce 200,000 
arrobas a-year; in abetter state of cultivation 
than any part of the district; ^ 

Villafames, in the midst of the mountains^ 
with 2,025 inhabitants ; good cultivation^ and, 
in particular, abundance of figs ; some cattle 
and bees kept. To this district belongs, also, 
the Sierra de Engarcerari, with 990 inhabitants ; 
a ridge that is tolerably well cultivated, and 
covered with detached habitations. 

12. DISTRICT FROM CABAJBTES TO 6AN MATEO* 



In tolerable cultivation ; populatio^n increas* 
ing. Cabanes, with 1,620 inhabitants; abun- 

R 2 ' ^ 
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dance of wheat and algarrobas. Benloc^ with 
1>135 inhabitants, who likewise subsist en- 
tirely by agriculture. Villa-NueTa, with 180 
inhabitants. Torreblanca^ with 1^060 inhabi* 
tajQts ; some fabrics of palmitos ; many quarries 
of gypsum between AlcaU and Yilla-NueTa. 

Cuevasj a town with 1^800 inhabitants ; cul- 
ii?ation tolerable^ and excellent cattle; six 
distilleries. Serrafella^ a village with 225 
inhabitants. Albocasee, a village with 1,350 
inhabitants; great numbers of cattle. Salsa- 
della, with 1,125 inhabitants. Tirig, a village 
with 825 inhabitants; great poverty. San 
Mateo^ 2,700 inhabitants; some manufiacturet 
of hempi and abundance of swine. 

13* niSTAICT OV CBRVERA AND CAhW* 

f 

Very mountainous, and partly Uncultivated. 
Cervera, with 1,350 inhabitants ; on a steep 
rock ; wi^nts water, and on that account bar- 
ren ; excellent quarries of marble, especially at 
Trinchera. Calig, with 2,385 inhabitants; 
great industry, and cultivation tolerable. 

14. msTfticT raoM ares^o adsanbta. 

Very mountainous^ and scarcely one-eighth 
under cultivation ; many woods of pine-trees ; 
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excellent cattle. Ares, a town with 900 inha- 
bitants ; agriculture and grazing. Yillafranea^ 
with 1,575 inhabitants; mjsinufactures of wool 
and soap. Benasal^ with 3,250 inhabitants; 
excellent cattle* ' Culla> 900 inhabitants ; great 
indigence. Adsaneta, with" 1,800 inhabitants ; 
m tolerable cultivation. , Chosdos, seated on a 
rock 400 feet high, with 250 inhabitants ; want 
and indigence. Upon the whole a very wild 
and picturesque eountrj. 

f \ - 

15# niSIMlM FM^ yiWhl^mUl^ to ABMOiIT A « 

t. 

Wild, mountainous^ and chiefly uncultivated^ 
like the preceding. Vistabella, with 1,800 in- 
habitants; manufactures of cloth, and graz* 
ing. . Villahermosa, with 1,575 inhabitants; 
good farmery, a;nd very industrioUs. Cortes, 
with 830 inhabitants; manufactures of woolj 
flax, and hemp. Zucayna^ with 670 inha- 
bitants ; linen manufactures and breeding of 
swine. Argelita, with 431 inhabitants ; toler- 
able cultivation. The Peuaglosa, the highest 
of all the Valencian mountains in th€ north. 

16. DISTRICT FROM ALCALATEN TO RIB£S»ALB£6. 

Mountainous, but much more fertile than 
the former. Lucena« witii 1^860 inhabitants; 
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land in good cultivation. Figueroles^ with 450 
inhabitants ; fine quarries of marble. Useras^ 
with 1^800 inhabitants ; abundance of mast for 
swine. Costur, with 450 inhabitants; among 
barerocks ; industrious cultivation. 

Alcora^ with 2^400 inhabitants i fine country ; 
manufactures of porcelain and stone^ware ; the 
people industrious and opulent. Ribes-Albes, 
700 inhabitants ; agriculture and coarse earthen- 
ware; opulence and increasing population. 



II. MIDDLE PORTION OF THE PROVINCE. 

Between Castello de la Plana and San Felipe> 
chiefly along the coast ; extremely pleasant and 
fertile ; climate delicious ; vegetation luxu* 
riant; the finest part of this divisidn^ which 
in reference to the mountainous portion^ is 
distinguished by ihe name of Plana ; the po- 
pulation nearly twice as great. 

1. ])istri(;t of onda. 

As soon as you have passed the Millares^ en- 
chantingly fertile. Onda, a town in a yery 
picturesque situation^ at the foot of a hill^ with 
4^500 inhabitants^ who principally subsist by 
agriculture^ though there is also a manufactory 
of earthen-ware at this placa ^ 
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3. DISTRICT OF CASTELLO DE LA FLAXA; 

The country gradually grows more leyel, 
and improves in fertility and beauty. St. Cas- 
tello, a league from the sea, with 13^000 inha- 
bitants ; fine huerta, and gr^at abundance; 
mauufactures of hemp. Almajora, a league 
from the sea, with 4,500 inhabitants ; flourish* 
ing agriculture ; the pimentones of this place 
celebrated throughout all Spain ; some of tbem 
>veigh five or six oune^. Burriana^ with 
6,300 inhabitants ; the same high state of cuU 
tivation. Villareal, with 6,750 inhabitants; 
flourishing agriculture ; silk and woollen ma- 
nufactui«». r> Qo€hi> with* 1^595 .iahabitabts; 
cultivation, somewhat inferior, but - numerous 
potteries./ •> • 



i-? 



3. DISTRICT FROM NULES TO MONCOFA." 

^ Nules, a town with 4,500 inhabitants; great 
quantities of figs. Villavella, 1,116 inhabi- 
iMlti, with a mineral spring, which is much 
frct|uen11ed, and brings a good deal of money 
iflto the village. Mascarell, 475 inhabitants, 
Monctffa, 900 iniiabitants ; the country is sub- 
ject to frequent intmdations;, on which account 
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agriculture is n^Iected, and the circumstances 
of the people are less easj. Cbilches, with 900 
inhabitants ; manufactures of hemp. LTosa de 
Almenara, with 583 inhabitants; agriculture 
not so flourishing. 

4« DUTliiinr OF uxo. 

Town of Uxp, with 2,40a inhah^nts j Wgh 
state of cultivation ; manufactures of alpargates 
ajad ewthen-ware. ^ilmenra, with 1,800 in- 
ftabrtatits ; tery unhealthjr on a««oui^ of the 
neighbouring marshes. 

Caned Valle de S«go, wiirti a ^eaC mi^ber 
of detaehed habitati<MiBy eornprahending about 
4,500 inhabitants ; careful cuftrntioB ; be«&. 
Murviedro, a town qn the rigi|t bank of the 
Palancio, with 6,^10 inhahj^^i„^;, l^nd in «ood 
cultivation. especFally the vupe^atdit, whicJi pro. 
duce anuualljr jeS^OOO xvtiUuog, Cj^^, ^^\( 
a league from Murvvdrq, with,4ap i|ii|«l»it«Bts. 
who are good farmers, Gilet, vith 475 U^u^ 
bitanti, Fetres; with 480 inhabitanis, Wich 
cultivation, B^tivella, with .900 i«hab»tf»t. 
Algipiui, Torres-Torresu and Alfara, comare- 
bending together, 1,971 inhabitant* i the pop«. 



latum of this district ii comtutlj increasing, 
and eTcrj where industry and aetitity prevail. 
Algar, with 575 inhahitants ; charcoal burning. 



\ 



6. DISTRICT 09 YAIiBKCIA. 



Next to the Huerta of Gandia, thai of Va- 
lencia is incontestably the most beautiful part 
of this enchanting coast. Hence the population 
of the many small villages sciUtered over it may 
be estimated at 58^000. JlSvery part of it is in 
t^e highest state of cuHivation ; on which sub- 
ject see various articles in this work. 

Valencia, with 105,000 inhabitants. Puzol, 
2,997 inhabitants f fine botanfc garden. El 
Puig, 1,575 inhabitants. Refelbunnol, 900 in- 
iiabitants. ¥ofoi, about the same number. 
Alboraya, 2,5iO inhabitants. ' Penimacletji 380 
inhabitants. £1 Grao, the poft and the small 
places dependent on it, upvrards df 5^000 in^ 
habitants. Campanar/l, 350 inhabitants . Be- 
nimainet, 1,260 inhabitants. Burjasot^ 1,440 
inhabitaate. Museros, » cdnunandery of St. 
Jago, 7S5 iahabitiints. ' Betera, 1,800 inbftr 
bitaats ; espartO'manufactures. I^ Pobla, 
1,9S0 inhabitants. Benaguacil, 3,150 inha<> 
bitMts. Ytnamar^haBtd, 40i) inhabitants ; hne 
quMFies of raarWe, Ribaroja, li,200 inhabi- 
tants, Patrona, upwarcU of 1,000 inhabitants. 
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Maoises,. I J 00 inhabitants; good eartKen-vi^are. 
Torrent^ 5^400 inhabitants ; besides other small 
places too nuilierous to mention. 

All these villages and places are scattered 
along both banks of the Turia^ and are distin- 
guished by the care bestowed on the irrigation 
of their lands/ aind the extremef fertility of the 
lattierl (jfrea^ ^^tfntities of ricte Were formerly 
Raised here ; but it was very injurious to po- 
pulation. Sitice fhe 'cultivation of that grain 
was reflinquished/ the population hais in twenty 
years increased o'ne half: ' Many quarries of 
lime-stone, gypsunr, marble^ &^. especially at 
Ninnerola, Sabac, &c. ' 



I » • * 
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7. DISTttlCT FROM MONTSEIIIIAT Xa CAULET AND 

CATARKOJA. 

Montserraf^ 7S6 inhabitants;* high cultiva- 
tion ; particularlyT)6airtiful Vine} ards, producing 

annually Oear 30,iDOO canlaros. 'Monfei»y, 630 

"... ' ' , ♦ 

inhabitants ; a great mimbei^ of sAiall places, 
comprehending together about * 3,000 infhabi- 
tants. St. Carlet^ 4,500 *hihabitanfs;» in high 
cultivation. Rusafa, upwards lOf 5,000 inha- 
bitants; vast quantities of vdgetableg. Ma- 
sanosa, 1,476 inhabitants. * Catarroja, 3,000 in- 
habitants, \Vho principally i&ubsist by the fish- 
eries in the Albufera ; rice. 
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8. BUXaiCT OF RIBEBAS J>£L XUCAR. 

The cultivation of rice is not only injurious 
to population^^ but likewise to that of other 
productions, as we have shewu in a particular 
article on the subject. In ^fty-seven years, the 
number of inhabitants has sustained a dimiiiu- 
tion in these parts of 16^000 souls. 

Silla, abput 2,000 inhabitapts^ ; the least un- 
wholesome place in this district. Almusafes, 
1,100 inliabitants ; the soil very fertile, but 
from want of hapds, not half of* it, under cul- 
tivation. Benifayo, 1,300 inhabitants, who 
have begun to lay out the rice-fields at a greater 
distance from their houses, which has produced 
a decrease in the mortality. Algniel, 2,000 in- 
habitants ; the culture of rice diminished, and 
the population on the increase, SoIIana, 900 
inhabitants; iotermittent fevers very common. 
Sueca, 4,800 inhabitants ; almost entirely sur- 
rounded with rice-fields. Cullera, near 5,000 
inhabitants^; tolerably healthy, on account of 
its pro]dmity to the sea ; abundance of vege- 
tables, eorn, and fruit. 

Algemesi, 4,500 inhabitants ; frequent inun- 
dations. Alcudia, upwards of 2,000 inhabi- 
tants ; since the decline of. the cultivation of 
rice^ abundance of other productions, and in-^^ 
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crease of populatioa* SeTeral other small 
places^ wlfich are in part yerj unhealthj^ and 
entirely surrounded with morasses. St. Car- 
eaisent^ 5,900 inhabitants ; a neat^ clean pla€e> 
and on aceount of its distance frcMn the rice- 
plantations, tolerably healthy i agrieuUure fiou* 
rishing; oranges and pomegranates. Alcira, 
9,000 inhabitants, on an island in the Xucar. 

9. niSTRICT OF YALIrlliGNA. 

Mountainous and full of marble-quarries, 
especially near Buixcarro. lo the valley ^^ the 
Tillages of Taberna, 4,000 inhabitants ; Beni- 
fayroj 900 inhabitants ; Simat^ 1,300 inhabi- 
tants ; state of cultivation tolerable ; Tiery fise 
algarrobos. 

10. DISTRICT FROM SAN FEI.IF;E:T0 FOKT LA HI6UERA. 

San Felipe, 14,000 inhabitaiits, at the foot of 
Mount Bernisa^ with a castle; country well 
cultivated ; agreeable walks ; fertile and well 
watered. Huerta, about two square leagues in 
extent. Llosa, on an eminence, wttii 1,000 
inhabitants; quarries of gypsum. A great 
number of small places with near 2,200 inha- 
bitants ; some parchment made here. Canakj 
700 inhabitants; much earthen ware; ronnu* 
factures of aloes 
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Montesa^ ^iace the great earthquake on the 
23d May, 1746^ only 900 inhabitants; badly 
euItiTated and wants water. Yalloda, 1,980 
inhabitairts ; 'good soil ; quarries of gypsum. 
Moixent, 3,800 inhabitants; charming conn« 
try ; in high Cultivation. Font de la Higuera, 
2y3$0 inhabitants; tolerably well cultivated, 
and the cliid&te somewhat colder, on account 
of the northern situation* t 



III. THE WESTERN PART OF TH^ PROVINCE. 

w 
, " . * • # 

From i;he flMUiers ^f Murei» and Cia^le, 
t4> the begianing* of the middle part, in gelier^l 
wild) rugged, maiilitaiiioaa;an1i bArien^ and 
thinly peopled. 






1. niSTfticT OF AVOVA, 

Cultivation tpUirable^ but not fertile. Ayova, 
a^n?^^ elj^eerful town^ with 5^850 inhabitaiits ; 
vineyards aud ojiyes ; several insignifijcant 
plaices ^ j&QpDie i(;(^4rries of gypsum. 

,8. fip^TRKpT w co,pa£Nxa$. 

. . ' ' ' • 

Consisting almost ei\tirely of fertile valleys^ 

well cultivated and abundantly supplied with 
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ivater. Zarra^ 1^300 inhabitants ; olives and 
fruit; some coarse woollen stuffs. Teresa, 
2^30Q inhabitants ; cattle, and manufactures of 
coarse cloths. Xarafnel^ 2,000 inhabitants, 
and Xalahce, 800 inhabitants ; a little agricul- 
ture and trade in timber. Cofrentes, 1,200 in- 
habitants; the warmest part of the district; 
silk and wine ; raisins 12,000 arrobas. 

3. DISTRICT FROM CORTES DE PALLAS TO ENGUERA. 

Cultivation tolerable, as far as the soil per- 
mits ; great numbers of pines, beech-trees, &c. 
Cortes de Pallas, a village with 360 inhabi- 
tants ; cattle, and upon the whole great attention 
to agriculture; ' manufactared of alpiirgates. 
Millares, 600 inhabitants, who almost entirely 
subsist by the manufacture of alpargates ; sixt; 
dozen pair are made daily, and each pair is sold 
for six quartos (about three halfpence. ) 

Quesa, 450 Inhabitants; fine cattle. Bicorp, 
a neat village with 470 inhabitants, who carry 
on a considerable trade in timber and cattle, 
and are in tolerably easy circunastances. £n- 
guera, 5,000 inhabitants ; manufactures of coarse 
cloth and breeding of cattle ; the fornaer give 
employment to 3,000 persons. 
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4. DiSTRtCt OP NAVaRRES AND 8UMACARCBL. 

Nearly resfembles the preceding. Navarres, 
1,400 inhabitants; many olive-plantations and 
breeding of cattle. Bolbayte, 450 inhabitants ; 
industrious farmers, bat the soil very ungrate-r . 
ful. Chella, 400 inhabitants ; manufactures of 
coarse woollens, and some cattle. Anna, 480 
inhabitants ; fulling-mills ; paper -mills. Su- 
macarcel, 900 inhabitants; land well culti- 
\ated ; fine marble* quarries at Argoleges« 

5. DISTRICT OP TURIS AND BUNJfOL. 

,Chieiy barren and sCarcely^one third under 
cuUivatioB. Turis, a t<lwa with 3,000 - inba- 
bifants ; land- in as good <fultivatioB as the want 
of water persnilB^ Buopol>; 1,900 inhabitants ; 
manufactures of coarse cloth ; a picturesque 
and well cultivate^ country. Sieteaguas, 1,170 
inhabitants ; woollen manufactures ; quarries of 
gypsum ; cattle. Yatoba, 1,100 inhabitants ; 
3ome battle, but agriculture much neglected. 
Macastre, 630 iuhabitants. Alboraix, 450 in- 
habitants ; agriculture pursued with great as- 
siduity in both. 



^d6 PICTURE OF TALENCIA^ 



6. DISTRICT OF CHIVA AVD GHEfTB. 

Very wild^ mountdnoM^ and barren; more 
than one third uncultivated^ but in high etflti-' 
Tation towards the plain. Chi?a^ a town 
with 2,300 inhabitants. Godelleti, 670 inha- 
bitants. Cheste, upwards of 8^000 inhabitants ; 
cattle; manufactures of esparto; carriage of 
goods. 

7. DHTaiCT 09 LIBIA* 

Consists chiefly of a plain^ surrounded by 
mountains^ on the declivities of which are the 
following places : — Naquera^ 500 inhabitants ; 
land well cultivated; i^ue xnacble^^uiinies. 
Serra^ 700 inhabitfuats ; chareoal-buraiHT aad 
eqjNirto-wares. Liri*^ a tdwn witli 9^0P0 lahA* 
bka^; high Qultivatmi, exfetiMy in the 
Caoipo de hixU, ox phiM^ maay&etims of 
earthen-ware, lineo> and esparte; distiUenes, 
soap-manufactories, carriage of goods; Mdutbi- 
tants in easy circumstaocjBS. 

/ 
8s JSI9TR1CT FROM PEDaAI«nA TO eaUXilLLO^ 

A wild^ mountainous country^ partly ^v^ered 
with wood. Pedralba, 1,310 inhabitants. Bu- 
garra, 670; esparto wares. Chestalgar, 600 in- 
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habitants ; soil fertile^ but badly cultivated for 
want of hands. Chulilla^ 675 inhabitants ; land 
well , cultivated^ . and people in easy circum- 
stances. La Losa, 750 inhabitants. Villar de 
Benadaf^ 600 inhabitants ; industry and in- 
creasing popiilation. 

9; DIBTHICT Qt CUELVA* 

More level, better cultivated^ add well war 
tered. Loriguilla^ 450 inhabitants. Callas, 1^300 
inhabitants ; great quantities of charcoal burned 
there. Chelva^ a town with 7,S00 inhabitants ; 
soil very fertile^ abounding in springs ; trade 
, with eidelleBt Imte gf apen, to tb^ fttinuiil Km6tint 
of ^000 p]lii#t]f«s ; euriag^ of goods lind mftim^ 
factute of alpafgateii ; i^xtraordinitry usAnKtry 
and ao^tivity MT th^ inhaftitantl^, who are redld^tk-i^ 
able for tbeif excelkmt dispositions. 

Tuejtai* tSl.dOO inhabitants; high cultivatiofl> 
aod great fertility. Sini^rCfts, 675 inhabitants ; 
breeding of cattle. TitagUas^ 900 iuhabitafits ; 
little agriculture^ want of water, and poverty. 
Aras^ 950 inhabitattts.; agriculture tolerable, 
but discouraged by the inclemency of the 
climate. 
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10. DISTRICT OF ADEMAZ. 

Bordering on Arragon and Castile ; chiefly 
mountainous and barren. Santa Cruz^ 675 in- 
habitants; indigence and misery. Vallanca^ 
400inhabitants; many bees. Castelfabib^ 1,170 
inhabitants ; cultivation tolerable ; excellent 
walnuts. Ademuz, 3^150 inhabitants; pictu- 
resque and tolerably well cultivated country. 
Puebla de San Miguel^ 650 inhabitants ; cattle 
and bees. 

« 

11. DISTRICT OF ALPUENTE. 

Nearly resembling the preceding, but fertile 
here and there in the valleys. Yesa, 640 inha- 
bitants^ who chiefly attend to the breeding of 
fiheep. , Andilla> a town with 900 inhabitants, 
lo the principal c^uroh^ many jfine pictures bj 
Ribalta. Alcublas^ 1>963 inbabitunts ; quar- 
ries of e^elleat marble. Alpuente^ 1^800 inha- 
hita^p^;. agricultural pursuits. 

. . . . . '. . -v ■ 

13. DISTRICT OF SEGORBK. 

In general^ fertile and in high cultivation. 
Segorbe^ a neat^ clean town^ with 5^000 inhabi- 
tants, who are distinguisSied for their industry ; 
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huerta ia high cultivation; manufactures of ' 
earthen-ware^ paper^ and starch ; distilleries ; 
marble-quarries. 

Soneja^ 1,140 inhabitants; land well cfulti-' 
yated ; abundance . of figs raised. Xeldo^ 760 
inhabitants. Altura^ 2^200 inhabitants ; lands 
in high cultivation ; produce^ among other 
things^ 100,000 cantaros of wine. Xerica, 3,800 
inhabitants. Viber, 2,200 inhabitants; the 
warmest part of the whole district ; great quan- 
tities of wine and fruit raised here; and part of 
the inhabitants engaged in the breeding of cattle. , 
Teresa, 900 inhabitants ; picturesque situation ; 
soil well cultivated. Several small places^ whose 
population is but trifling. 

13. DISTRICT OF AYODAR. 

Very wild, mountainous^ and barren. Ayo- 
dar, 450 inhabitants ; poverty and misery. Gay- 
biel, 1,125 inhabitants, and Surras, 740; in ra- 
ther better cultivation. Artana, 3,150 inhabi- 
tants ; as well cultivated as the soil permits ; 
manufactures of esparto. Eslida, 7 IQ inhabi- 
tants; a productive huerta, since measures have 
been adopted for irrigation ; manufactures of 
esparto. 

Between Artana and Eslida^, mines of quick-' 
silver, which have^ however, been relinquished. 

s2 
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A greBi number of small places, the population 
end industry of which are insignificant. 



IV. THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE PROVINCE. 

Extending from Albada to the frontiers of 
Murcia. Fine valleys^ open towards the coast, 
between lofty ranges of mountains^ whose 
branches are gradually lost in low promontories, 
tn the plainsy a mild climate, high cultivatioD, 
great fertility, numerous fabrics and manufac- 
tures^ and a daily increasing population. 

1. DISTRICT of ALBAYDA. 

A charming Yalley, but exposed to the de- 
structive north winds, in the neighbourhood of 
San Felipe^ where the mountains leq,ve an open- 
ing ; for which reason the crops of wines^ oHtcs, 
and algarrobas, are precarious. Oatinient, 
11,700 inhabitants ; woollen and linen manu- 
factures, paperHfnills, copper-forges ; flourish- 
ing agriculture; trade in figs, of which 25,000 
arrobas are annually raised. 

Ayelo, 1,989 inhabitants; linen-manufactures. 
La Olleria, 3,960 inhabitants ; linen-manu- 
factures^ glass-douses. AguUent, 1,200 inha- 
bitants ; manufactures of coarse woollens. Ad- 
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saneta, with 900, and Albayda 3,300 inhabi- 
tants; manufactures of esparto* and linen; esta- 
blishments for bleaching wax; soap-houses. 

La Pobla, 1>668 inhabitants, and Salem 500 ; 
not so well cultivated, but manufactures of 
esparto and alpargates: Castello de Rugate 
640 inhabitants ; highly cultiyated ; manufac- 
tures of earthen-ware; quarries of gypsum. 
Beniganin, 3,600 inhabitants ; great quantities, 
of wine and arrOpe. A great number of small^ 
populous places, the productions of whose in- 
dustry and agriculture are considerable. 

9. DISTRICT OF GANDtA. 

The most beautiful, ffertije, and delightful of 
any in the whole province ; the highest degree 
of southern charms and cultivation ; abundance^ 
opulence, and daily increasing population ; silk 
manufact'uk*es. ! 

Gandia, a town on the left bank of the Alcoy, 
with 6,300 inhabitants ; an extremely neat and 
cheerful place; the huerta a paradise; many 
silk-looms, particularly for ribbons and light 
stuffs; some linen. Twenty other small vil- 
lages in the neighbourhood of the town. Oliva, 
5,000. inhabitants, who subsist entirely by agri*^ 
culture, though' the soil is inferior to that of 
Gandia. 
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3. DI8TBICT FROM PEGO TO PLAN£S: 

Country in high cultivation^ even to the tops 
of the less elevated mountains. Pego^ a neat 
village^ tvith 5,000 inhabitants ; linen-manu- 
factures. Alcala de la Jovada, 500 inhabi- 
tants; coarse woollen stuffs. Planes, 1,170 in- 
habitants ; flourishing agriculture ; potteries. 

4. DISTRICT OF CONCENTAYNA. 

Mountainous, and very unequally cultivated. 
Liorja, 1,200 inhabitants ; excellent apricots^ of 
which 60,000 arrobas are annually raised. 
• Gayannes, 500 inhabitants. Concentayna, 5,000 
inhabitants; cloth-manufactures; wool spun for 
those of Alcoy ; agriculture assiduously pur- 
sued, among the productions of which are 36,000 
cantaros of wine. Muro, 2,000 inhabitants; 
assiduous attention to agriculture and horti- 
culture. 

5. DISTRICT FROM MARIOLA TO BIAR. 

I 

Wild and mountainous, but as highly culti- 
vated as circumstances permit. Agres^ 1,260 
inhabitants; trade in snow; excellent pulse. 
Alsafara^ 695 inhabitants; spinning of yfool 
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Bocayrentj 5^850 inhabitants; woollen^ linen^ 
and soap manufactures^ distilleric^s^ paper-mills^ 
manufactures of alpargates; agriculture flou- 
rishing ; universal opulence and activity. 

Banneres^ a town with 2^238 inhabitants; 
woollen manufactures^ distilleries^ paper-mills. 
Benijama^ 1^428 inhabitants. Biar, 2^800 inhabi- 
tants; manufactures of linen^ earthen-ware^ and 
alpargates ; tile-kilos ; bees ; trade in es^cellent 
honey, remarkable for its taste of rosemary ; 
some cattle. 

6. DISTRICT OF HOY A DE CASTALLA. 

Fertile dales inclosed with mountains ; to-* 
wards the coast the climate very mild, and the 
coiintry in high cultivation. Castalla, a town 
with 2^800 inhabitants ; distilleries ; manufac- 
tures of linen and alpargates; in general great 
industry and activity. Ouil, 2^400 inhabitants;, 
potteries and manufactures of cloth; great 
quantities of aniseed and vegetables; quarries 
of gypsum, lime-stone, and marble. ^Ibi, 3,200 
inhabitants ; lucrative trade in snow ; spinning of 
wool; fine almond trees. Tibi, 1,200 inhabi- 
tants ; in the neighbouring mountains is Lhe 
great ps^ntano for watering the Huerta de 
Alicante. Xixona, 4,400 inhabitants ; flourish- 
ing agriculture ; fine potatoes ; great quantities, 
of fruit in general. 
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7. DISTBICT FEOtf ALCOY TO LA61JAB. 

Wild and mountainous^ but tolerably veil 
cultivated. Alcoj^ 14^600 inhabitants ; a neat, 
clean town, full of fabrics and manufac* 
turesj and particular!}' of wool. ^ Thirty-three 
paper-millsj which in part supply the neigh* 
l)ouring provinces. 

A great number of small places, wbicb are 
pretty populous, and the inhabitants of which 
are principally employed for the manufactures 
of Alcoy. Gorga, 450 inhabitants ; agriculture 
pursued with extraordinary assiduity. Orha, 
400 inhabitants ; fabrics of palmitos. Several 
small villages on the declivities of the moun- 
tains, some of which are pretty populous. 

■* 

8. biSTRICT OF DENIA. 

Consists principally of fine valleys, open to 
the coasts and tolerably well cultivated. Pe- 
dreguer, 1,600 inhabitants; olives, almonds, 
and algarrobas in abjundance. Andara^ a tovD 
with 1,200 inhabitants : much silk raised here. 
Denia^ 2^000 inhabitants ; a beautiful huerta 
and excellent wine. Considerable trade in 
raisins, of which 13,000 arrobas are annually 
made: some woollen and li^en manufactures. 
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Castell de Castello^ 800 inhabitants ; abun- 
dance of lavender and preparations from it. 
Many snaall places where agriculture is very 
flourishing; fabrics of palmitos — that plant 
being found in great abundance on the barren 
mountains. Xabea, 4,000 inhabitants on the 
sea-coast; fine country and the air extremely 
salubrious ; some of the inhabitants engaged in 
the fisheries^ but a much greater number in 
agriculture. . 

9. DISTRICT FBOM GBANADELLA TO YILLAJOTOSA. 

A narrow plain along the coast, whiph is- here 
almost invariably rocky. Benitacbell, 400 in- 
habitants; great quantities of raisins. Tru- 
lada, 1,600 inhabitants; agriculture; linen- 
manufactures. Senija, 400 inhabitants ; fabrics 
of palmitos. Penisa, 3,300 inhabitants; the 
best raisins or pasas in all Valencia. 

Calp, 890 inhabitants; fishery; brisk contra- 
band trade. Gallosa, on the declivity of the 
mountains, with, 3,200 inhabitants; agriculture; 
manufacture of alpargates. Bolulla, 400 in- 
habitants. Quarries of excellent marble 
between the two last places. Altea^ 4,800 in- 
habitants; fishery; sonje cotton. Agriculture 
pursued, upon the whole, with assiduity. 

Benidorm, 2,400 inhabitants ; tunny-fishery ; 
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great activity; spinning of wool. Fioestrat 
1^600 inhabitants ; great quantities of esparto 
wares. Villajoyosa, 4,800 inhabitants^ assidu- 
ously employed in agriculture; esparto wares, 
especially fishing nets. Sella, 1,600 inhabitants. 
A great number of small places peopled by 
industrious inhabitants. Population daily in- 
creasing. ' 

10. DISTRICT OF ALICANTE. 

Consistingof valleys, excellent land, of which 
even the declivities of the mountains are in 
tillage. Alicante, between 19 and 20,000 inha- 
bitants; cKarming huerta; commerce ; fisheries; 
manufactures of espartOj especially for the navy. 
San Vicente del Raspeig, 3,200 inhabitants; 
great quantities of barill^.; numberless hamlets 
and ({If or ins (farms) scattered over the huerta, 
the population of which is daily increas- 
ing, and cannot be. estimated at less than 8^000 
souls. Agost, 1,600 inhabitants, farther in the 
mountains. Petrel, 2,000 inhabitants; excel- 
lent wine ; and especially the Yalensi-grapes, 
as they are denominated^ which keep till 
February. 

11. DISTHICT OF CLDA. 

Mountainous, but very fertile in the plain^ 
and upon the whole in excellent cultivation. 
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Elda^ a town with 4^000. inhabitants ; distilleries^ 
manufactures of soap^ linen^ and esparto ; paper- 
mills^ tile-kiins. Salinas^ 320 inhabitants^ and 
Monovar^ 8^000 inhabitants; linen-manufac- 
tures; flourishing agriculture. Novelda^ 900 
inhabitants ; wholesome air and beautiful situ- 
ation ; esparto- wares. Monforte, 3,200 inha ' 
bitants; linen-manufactures. Aspe^ 5,000 in- 
habitants ; country highly cultivated and very 
fertile. Quarries of fine marble* 

13. DISTRICT OF ELCHE. 

Plain country — excellent soil— one of the 
finest districts in the province ; next to the 
Huertas of Gandia^ Valencia^ Alicante, and 
Castalla. Elche^ 20,000 inhabitants, partly 
scattered in alforins, or farms; cultivation of 
palm-trees and trade in their produce ; neatness 
and opulence; fabrics of esparto; palnis^ and 
palmitos. Crevillent, 7,200 inhabitants ; high 
cultivation; industry of the inhabitants, especi- 
in respect to irrigation ; manufactures of esparto 
and J unco. 

13. DISTRICT OF ORIHUEtiA. 

Resembles the preceding ; between Elcheand. 
Orihuela, the Pias Fundaciones, as they are 
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called. Orihuela^ 20,000 inh'abitaBts; ad- 
mirable huerta^ almost equal in beauty to 
that of Alicante ; the best oranges ; distilleries; 
abundance and opulence. 

Albatera, 2,400 inhabitants. La Grango, 
800 inhabitants ; great quantities of silk raised 
here. Catral, 1,600 inhabitants ; naanufaetures 
of linen and alpargates. Numerous small 
places where agriculture is carried to the highest 
perfection. Salinas de la Mata, and Torre la 
Mata^ principally inhabited by the labourers 
belongingto those works, to. the number of 250. 
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No. II. 



THE BALEARIC ISLANDS. 



HALLORCAy OR MAJORCA. 

Mallorca, situated between 8^ 32' 35" and 
99 4<y 40" east longitude from Cadiz, and 
between SO*' 15' 45" and 39« 57' 15" north lati- 
tude, is 25 leagues from the coast of Spain, 45 
from that of Africa, 15 from Ivica, and 9 from 
Minorca. It is the largest of the Balearic 
Islands, comprehending 1,334 geographical 
square miles, and a population of 135,906 
souls. 



TOPOGRAPHY. 

The island is divided into two parts bj a 
lofty range of hills running from north-east to 
south-west. Both of these comprehend fifty- 
two places, among which there are only two 
towns of any consequence, and twenty-eight 
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small towns ^ all the rest being only small villa- 
ges. Numberless detached farms and countrj' 
houses are scattered over the vt^hole island. 

The capital of Mallorca is Palma^ an agree- 
able town situated in a delightful country. It 
has a population of 29y529 souls^ is the resi- 
dence of the governor-general of the Balearic 
and Pithyusian Islands^ and the see of a bishop^ 
and is said to be pretty strongly fortified. Its 
mole is 4,380 Castilian feet in lengthy but the 
only anchorage is on the north side« 

With respect, to the interior of Palma^ tbe 
streets are narrow and dark ; but the houses are 
in general well built, some are even magnificent, 
and all are constructed with massive solidity. 
Within these few years the pavements 'which 
were before very bad, have been improved, and 
in the superior quarters a beginning has been 
made towards the lighting pf the city. 

Among the public buildings, the palacio or 
residence of the governor-general is worthy of 
notice ; at least, on account of its situation^ its 
capaciousness, and its extensive gardens. The 
other edifices, deserving the attention of a 
stranger are, the cathedral, a fine monument of 
Gothic architecture, the episcopal palace \yith 
its spacious garden, the magnificent exchange, 
tjie theatre, tbe town-house, &c. About twelve 
years since an alameda, or public walk- was 
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made from the Pu^rta de Jesus^ to the convent 
of that name. 

The road of Palma is excellent^ but in 
tempests from the south-east during the winter 
months^ the waves rush in with great violence. 
The little harbour^, called Puerto Pi, where the 
lar^st frigates niay ride at anchor, is more 
secure, but unfortunately it is often choked 
with the mud deposited by a mountain torrent, 
which in winter discharges itself into it. For 
the rest, the road and port are protected by 
two castles; the former by the Castillo de San 
Carlos, and the latter by the Castillo de 
Belber. 

Proceeding eastward along the coast from 
Palma« among other more considerable 
towns of the island, we. first come to Lluch 
Mayor, with 5,427 inhabitants, situated in an 
enchanting plain. Two leagues farther lies 
Campos, with 2,381 inhabitants, remarkable 
for its hot mineral waters for all kinds of 
cutaneous diseases, and for its salt works. 

Still farther eastward is situated Santenay, a 
very well built town, with 2,842 inh. celebrated 
for its excellent stone-quarries. Three leagues 
from Santenay is Falaniche, with 6,800 inli* 
This town is celebrated for its good brandy, 
and which deserves to be visited on account of 
a neiglibouring hermitage, seated on the sum- 
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mit of a pictufedque rdck^ a place to which 
the pious Mallorcans go in pilgrimage, and 
lyhich commands an enchanting prospect. 

Four leagues from Falaniche^ lies Manacor^ 
with 5,963 inhabitants. It is situated in a very 
fertile plain, and distinguished for the elegance 
of its houses^ which are principally inhabited 
by gentry. 

Towards the north-east we find the large, 
but dull town of Alcudia, with scarcely 800 
inhabitants^ which, notwithstanding its excel- 
lent situation, aqd beautiful bay, threatens to 
continue progressively to decline. Unfortu- 
nately, this district is one of the most- barren 
and unhealthy of any in the island, which suf- 
ficiently accounts for the continual decrease in 
population. 

To the west-north-west lies the neat, clean 
town of Pollenza, only a league distant from 
the fine bay of the same name, with 4,454 in- 
habitants, in a pleasant fertile Yalley, i^udded 
with detached farm-houses. Next comes Soler, 
with 5,614 inhabitants ; it is situated in a still 
more beautiful and fertile valley, which, fromits 
position at the foot of a lofty range of moutt- 
tains, enjoys the mildest climate of any part of 
the island. Here are grown southern fruits of 
every description, and, in particular, astonisk* 
ing quantities of oranges. 
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We hai^e still to notice Bannalbufar on tht 
western coast, with 3^345 inhabitants ; it is cele- 
brated for its excellent wine> whicb is accounted 
the best produced in Mallorca. 

In every ptrt o^ the island, eispecially in th^ 
beautiful vajley of Pollenza^ Soler, Palma, &cf. 
you meet with a multitude, of ele^nt country- 
houses, where the numerous nobility and gentrjr 
of Mallorca^ who are extremely attached to It 
country life, generally spend the greatest part of 
the year. It n, h&^^vttrj 16 be tegretted, that 
th^ roads, especially those over the nk>untaiBi?^ 
ajre in such a wretched state throiighotit the 
whole islajid^ i i ^»' . »» 

i 

GLIMA'^fi, 90fL, PRODUCTTIOSrS. 

The climate of Mallorca is exceedingly mild, 
salubrious, and agreeable. In the winter months, 
the thermometet scarcely evgr falls below 48^, 
and is often as high as from 60^ to GS**. Cold 
and violent north winds are very rare. In the 
summer months the thermometer stands almost 
invariably between 84^ and 88° ; but the heat, 
owing to the constant sea-breezes, is niever too 
opprcissive. 

As to the soil, that varies very much in the 
different parts of the island. In the moun- 
tainous regions it is very rich, and spontane- 
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ously produces great numbers of wild olive- 
ttees^ &c. in the plains it is much less fertile, 
especially in places where it cfontracts too mucli 
humidity. In this respect^ however^ the nature 
of the situations cannot fail to produce man) 
exceptions. 

In the mountainous parts^ which are cbiefij 
covered with wood^ have been discovered indi- 
cations of gold and silver mines^ of excellent 
quicksilver^ coal, terra sigillata3 marble^ aoi 
other mineralogical treasures, the appropriation 
of which seems, however, to be reserved for 
future times » 

The productions of the island are as follow:- 

Wheat, in much less quantity than is neces- 
sary for the consumption of the island, esp^ 
cially in wet years, when the crops sometioei 
totally fail. 

Oil, in great abundance. The inhabitaob 
apply themselves with great assiduity to th 
cultivation of olives^ which they look upon ^ 
their staple production. The olives are smallei 
than those of Andalusia, but as juicy as tli 
best of the growth of Provence. The open 
tions of g^,tbering and pressing them are pei 
' formed with great care ; and you may cti 
meet, here and there^ with mills for this p 
pose^ with stones made of jasper. 

WinCj both red and white^ in abundani 
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t'be best g^rowfi tfpon tiie hills near l^niialbu-** 
far.' What id -iMrt cotisumed in the island/ or 
exported^ is nsmd by the inhabitants for th6 
distillation of brandy. The greatest quantity> 
and of the strongest kind/ is made at Fa^laniche; 
Fruit, in great abundance^ and of alLkinds^ 
the principal of ^hiefa ^ojdates^. oranges^ figs^ 
melons^ almonds^ capers, and. cedras.. 

V^getdbleSy in .great quantities^ / and of ei« 
cellent quality^ ^peoially^boaoiy^ pumkins^ and 
eauliflirfrer$, ' -..^ £.:. .i.. . 

. Sc^ffrany in rath^ less qiiaittitf^x/. li is^ how- 
ever> superior in quality to that of La^Mancha. 
Some silk* n ^ : _: 

Not muclr atieatMB jU here paid to the breed- 
ing-«f.ieiitie^:jthough'thae.i&'no want of pas- 
turage.^i Te>i^«itge frcmi ihe sheep and pigs^ 
of Mallorca^ horned cattle could not fail to 
theiiie;tksiie. /The inktUtinits seem to prefer 
tlie hreedHigwo£^;nyitl)es; and the as&es of Mal- 
lorcai are bel&in great request Vast num^ 
bera.of them ar^s sen^ to the southern provincer 
of Spain. 

The island likewise abounds with feathered 
^me, especially partridges^ snipes^^ and birdt( of 

* Mallorcan sWine haSre been' known to aftain' tike weiglix 
of 440 and even of 600 pounds. One of these, which was^ 
^nly af year anda h^lf old, may be seen, stuffed, in iSHt cabtn^ 
#f natural hisftory at Ma)drid. 
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paisBge of aU kiods. Hare» and rabbite are 
ahp T^rj fpleniifuL The coaata swarm with 
fish^ which, however^ are not the he»t flavoured ; 
hut ^od muscles^ i>ystev9, &c. are in ^reat 
ahnndalice. 



COMMI^CE. 

• 

The exports of Mallorcji are : oil to the 
Spanish coasts and the islands ; wine and brandj 
to England and the north ; capers io the coasts 
and to France; southern fruits^ especially oranges, 
to England^ to the norths and to the islands; 
iiome sili;, saffipdn^ Tegetahles, sheep, swine, 
and mules, to the coast. 

Tlie othfer exports consist of baskets and 
bropnts of palm, to Marseilles; ttrrnery to the 
coasts and to the islands ; earthen-ware to 
Iti^a; coarse wdOlleus and linen's to the islands; 
finally, a kind of varnished water-proof hats 
for ^sailors, to the coasts, to England, France, 
and Genoa, in considerable quantity.* 

The imports consist of wheat, salt beef, iron, 
sugar, groceries^, fine linen, skins, wooUen cloth, 
hardware, and articles of luxury, chiefly fr^m 

* The black nve the best and moet durable; the varaish 
in time wears entirely off those oi other col^urf » 
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the coasts and from France- wd in lass quan- 
tity from England and the north. Upon the 
whole, the halance of trade appears to be \n 
favour of Mallorca. 



INHABITANTS. 

« 

The inhabitants of Mallorca bear a striking 
resemblance, both physical and tnoral, to the 
Catalans. They are equally robust and cou- 
rageous ; equally blunt and jealous . of their 
honour ; equally industrious and ingenious ; 
equally good sailors and farmers with their 
continental neighbours ; and their language ih 
in fact^ nothing but a corrupt dialect of the 
Catalan. Of their attention to agriculture^ 
and the numerous productions of their industry 
we have already treated, and we shall therefore 
add nothing farther on that subject. 

It is not improbable that the Mallorcans of 
the present day would have distinguished them- 
selves in the sciences, had they but institutions 
calculated to promote their progress, ^busu 
for instance, the ancient university of Palma, 
which may be said to be in the last stage of 
lethargy, wants a thorough reform; thus too, 
the inferior schools in the districts ought to be 
organized on a plan totally new. 
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The Patriotic Society of Mallorca^ wbose 
efforts cannot be too highly extolled^ has never- 
theless founded a free-school for drawing and 
mathematics^ and abo a naval academy^ which 
^re both well filled with pupils. 
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HINTS FOR STRANGERS, 

" ' ■ ■ * , ■ « .• • 

.• •• t • . " 

There are at Pabpa two public Ubf aries^ the 
episcopal libraiy aad that belonging to the 
town. The latter is the niost copiyu^ ; it con- 
tains a great numbe^ of scairqe ;l|panish ]EvprU 
and some interestiog ia^usci^pt%r^]^.tj>'*^-tp :the 
history of the south QfSpajn;^^ I ^^ ^^ 

Palraa has ^Iso t^o, P^iftjUpSlSf^fSo l^iP^^ ^^ 
which i* printed.tbe^w?:!^^ 9f ^Uy. ijf^p^per, 
besides an extract froni^tbe g^,:^^^ 9§ l^^tif ^^Ip^a, 
and a weejkly misc^llwy oil the su^^c^. p,:^ rural 

and domestip econoiiiy. .,_,.xiioi. o.it . . 

At Palma aife to. be ?ieeiv.,ajjgfjatjj^q[)ber of 
capital pictures by. Itaphael^Julj^ Itpiaaiio, 
Correggio, Titian,, , Paul Yeronej^p, ^uben^. 
Vandyke^ and many other fir^t-j^at^ masters, 
which are well w;orth the attentio;i ^ q^ th^ 
stranger. From the cordiality apd candour o 
the Mallorcansi, German travellers in particula 
may without difficulty obtain access to tbes 
treasures. 
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Thus you find^ for instance^ at the house of 
the Marquis de Villafranca, a sketch of 
Raphael's Transfiguration ; in the possession of 
Don Juan de Salas, Christ upon Golgotha^ the 
Virgin Mary, St, John, and Mary Magdalen^ 
by Raphael »^ and at M. Berard's, a Madonna 
and Child, likewise by Raphael. 

At the Marquis de Campo Franco's you are 
shewn Mary with the dead body of Christ, by 
Julio Romano; at Don Raynion Fortunny's, 
the Madonna with the infant Jesus, and St. 
John^ by Correggio ; and at Don Antonio Bp- 
rard's, a Christ, and the Madonna and Child, 
by Titian. Don Pedro Vidal possesses several 
large pieces by Paul Veronese ; and Don Juan 
de Salas, a St. Jerome, by Rubens. In the 
town-house you meet with a St. Sebastian, by 
Vandyke ; not to mention a multitude of other 
pictures by Spanish and Mallorcan artists, as^ 
for instance, Conca, Bestard, Mesquida, &c. 
which the connoisseur will easily distinguish. 

Palma, besides, contains several good cabi- 
nets of natural curiosities, .which, in respect to 
insular reductions in particular are very com- 
plete. One of the most copious is that of Don 
Christoval de Vilella, which likewise comprp- 
hends a great numl^er of artificial curiosities ; 
for example, a kind of basso-relievo of the 
coasts of the islandi composed entirely of 
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various species of native sea- weed^ shells^ wood, 
&c. 

It may not be superfluous finally to remark^ 
that Don Buenaventura Serra^ vi^ho is known as 
the author of several tracts on the History of Mi- 
norca^* and died in 1784, has left behind hira 
in manuscript a complete natural history of the 
island, accompanied with drawings, which is 
deposited in the city library. It is designed to 
make four volumes in folio, two of which are 
occupied with a Flora of Mallorca. 



II. MINORCA. 

Minorca:, situated ' between lO' d" SO' and 
10^ 42* 15" east longitude from Caditf^ and 
between 39*^ 4T and 40^ 41 45 north latitude, 
contains 236 geographic square miles^ and a 
population of 26^991 souls. It is divided into 
the four districts^ or terminos, of MahoD, 
Alayor, Mercadel^ and Ciudadella. 

*' Glorias de Mallorca* En PalmUy 1769, 4tQ. only 
on» Yolume of which was published ; besides numerous 
dissertations on particular points .of thQ history of 
Mallorca. 
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1. MAHON. 



The whole district conprehends 14,000 in- 
habitants ; the capital is Mahon^ situated on an 
eminence which commands the whole harbour. 

Mahon is upon the whole well built, chiefly 
in the English style, and it is greatly indebted 
to the English also in respect to paving, lighting 
&c. From the foot of the eminenceon which 
the town is seated runs a handsome mole, with 
splendid naval magazines^ where the largest ship$ 
may ride at anchor. 

/Beyond the ancient walls of Mahon, whicb 
are here and tjiere visible, and nearer to the en- 
trance of the harbour, is a succession of new 
quarters, which may in some measure be looked 
upon as suburbs. Among these Calle del 
Arabal towards the west, and La Arrabaleta to 
the south are distinguished for elegance and 
cleanliness. 

The harbaur of Mahon is one of the safest 
and most capacious in the world, three large 
squadrons having more than once been seen in 
it, at a considerable distance from each other. 
On a small island near the entrance, and opposite 
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to the hither extremity of the suburbs^ is situa- 
ted the Lazaretto for the performance of qua- 
rantine.* , On another island, of somewhat 
larger dimensions^ nearly in the centre of the 
harbour/opposite to the farther extremity \ of 
the suburbs^ is seated the fine naval hospital^ 
adapted to the reception of seven hundred 
patients.f 

At the distance of four geographic miles 
from Mahon lie the Buferas, or lagoons^ sepa- 
rated only by a narrow ridge of sand from the 
sea^ filled with salt water and well stocked with 
well flavoured sea-fish. 

Opposite to them^ at the distance of fifty 
fathoms from the shore^ is the Isla den Colom^ 
otherwise called La Conejera. It is 600 fathoms 
in lengthy 400 in breadth^ and affords a retreat 
to astonishing numbers of wild pigeons and 
rabbits. 

Besides these, the ruins of the castle of San- 

* Hence the island has receiTed the name of hleta de 
qnarentana. 



f It seldom contains more than one hundred. One wing 
of this extensive building is therefore eommonlj made use 
of by the governor for his summer residence. Besides the 
^superior salubrity and coolness of the air, thisisl&nd is said 
to be much less infested with mosr[ultos. The name of the 
islandvis hla del Ret/. 
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Felipe^ opposite to the itiole^ the oyster-fishery 
in the harbour^ and the fortifications of Mahon^ 
are worthy of particular attention: 

9. ALAYEB. 

Thffd district is eight geographical miles in 
lengthy seven in breadth^ and has a population 
of 3,%0«ouls.^ The chief town is Alayer; it 
is tolerably w«ll built; though the streets are 
nai^row feridniost of them unpaved. There is 
not % sferi^Te splirfg \xi IhtfM^hole district. The 
inhabitants are^ therefof^; ^Mitig^d to hoard up 
3Upplies^ of' Wtttc* in eisi^rtis; which they con- 
trive ^o^ keep fextpemely ijW^t;' * 
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S. MERCADEL. 



Twelve geographical miles in lengthy and ten 
in breadth ; the population, however, is estima^ 
ted at scarcely 1>700 souls. There is aothing 
remarkable in the town of Mercadel ; it .is si- 
tuated in the vicinity of the Monte del Toro^ 
the highest mquAt^n in the island, and which, 
being situated nearly * in the centre of it, com- 
mands a Very clxtehsive view towards all the 
coasts. The Toro has the appearance of a 
prodigious sugar-loaf.— tn this district is like- 
wise situated the harbour of Fornells, which 
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though it has many shallows^ is still a convenient 
port in cases of distress for ships bound to 
Marseilles. 

With the district of Mercadel is united that 
of Ferreiras which is stated to be ten geogra- 
phical miles in length, from one to four in 
breadth^ and to contain 2,596 inhabitants. In 
this district, the Granga de Adaya, a charming 
valley two geographical miles in length and 
from one eighth of a mile to a mile and half in 
breadth^ is particularly worthy of notice. 

This valley has justly been denominated the 
paradise of Minorca, the most flourishing plan* 
tations of southern fruit-trees, the most luxuriant 
corn fields, the purest and mildest air, and the 
best water in the whole island being met with 
there. On account of these advantages the 
Granga de Adaya is covered with numbers of 
elegant country-houses. 

/ 4. CIUDAHELLA. 

Ten miles in length, from five to eight in 
breadth, and comprehending &^^S inhabitants. 
The chief town of the same name was formerly 
the ancient and splendid capital of the whole 
island ; and its harbour^ 'which is a very good 
one, was therefore frequented in preference by 
foreign mariners. But^ on its first capture by 
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ibe Engltsii, At t)ie beginniDg of tbe last cen- 
tury, Mahon was declared the capital of the 
island^ and Ciudadella gradually fell to decay. 
Still, hdweyer^ it coittinues to be the farourite 
residence of tbe gentry of Minorca, so that the 
town yet exfai)>its a certain degree of luxury and 
vivacity. 

All fbelne districts communicate with each 
other by means of excellent roads, for the con* 
struction of which the island is indebted to the 
English, and which the Spanish government is 
at particular pakis to maintain. 



CLIMATE, SOIL, AND PRODUCTIONS, 



The climate of Minorca is not near so mild 
and agreeable as that of Mallorca. Tbe winter 
months are much colder, tm account of the fre* 
quent and impetuous north winds ; /"(vhile those 
of summer are excessively hot, and accompanied 
with myriads of mosquitos. Upon the whole, 
however, the air of Minorca is by no means uo^ 
healthy. 

The surface is extremely unequal, full of 
small eminences and vallies, so that there is hot 
a perfect plam in the whole island. The soil of 
these eminences is excellent : aa the other hand^ 
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the Tallids^ vihett tbe^toitbw^at'been improYetdt 
by art^ \vill produce nothing. 

Minorca ha»'V^ Ife^ higli^iMubtftiflS'^ diid 
cTentbe ivm or tlire^etDioist^eleVated penks'of the 
Monte del Tom cMnM; ^st|litqii ebnijpMirkmv 
with the lowest of Mallorca. ^\n maajr parts 
have been discoTered indieatiMt^ Ktf* tiiinerals^ us 
iron^ lead^ and capp0r;'lb«tt'^b9fib^ fb^e&littire^ 
promise no yery abuttdant hlirYisfst't^ ^st <^eu^ 
lator. ■ ^^ '">•- -^ i-'i;.^-' -■ • 

So much the more«dit4titag^>nii^liX be ddriTedl 
from the quarries of marbte^ tubiihieh Minorca 
abounds to such an astonisbin^^^gc^e^' ^at in 
many places yo«i can dOafcrcely dig^d^' th^ depfli of 
two inches without •<»raibg^/ to' tliat.waterml. 
Among the difterent kinds are sonie/ which^ for 
iineness and beaaty> 4re not tb be^ ^iH^tifted > 
but^ nevertheless, very ^little die' i«itoiade of 
them. The istone-qtiarfieft alone Uw#w#<in*ght, 
and from these is extracted the excellent stone 
for building called •{Ttinf^^^ - i ^^ » . 

Minorca is destitute of W60d. Excepting" 
tome endnos fg«ercttd ifea;^ in the; district of 
Mercadel, there are no woods in the whol< 
island. The many devastations occasioned by 
wars, and the violent north winds, which are 
extremely injurious to plantatimis, are assigned 
as the principal ciEiuaes of this scarcity. 
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With respect to the productions of the island, 
they are as follow : 

Wheat Md barley; both, especially the for- 
mer, of very middling quality^ and scarcely 
sufficient to supply two thirds of the consump- 
tion of the island. 

Wine, the principal production of Minorca, 
of which a considerable quantity is exported, 
^ere it not for the pernicious north winds, still 
more would be raised. 

Wool, in great quantity^ and in high request. 

Cheese, excellent, so that it is even preferred 
in Italy to Parmesan. 

Oil, very little, the north winds being ex- 
tremely injurious to the trees. It may easily be 
conceived what mischief they occasion, when it 
is known, that a plantation of olives which is 
skreened from them is calculated to produce a 
profit of two hundred per cent, more than one 
which is not. 

Honey ^ excellent, especially the finer sorts, 
and consequently in great request. 

Salt, only at the salt works of Fornells, 
but which, on account of the length of time 
it takes to dissolve, cannot be used for every 
purpose. 

Fruit, Though there is no absolute want of 
it, yet it is far inferior in quality and also in 
quantity to that of Majorca. So much the 
greater is the abundance of vegetables of every 
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description^ especially in the district of Mahon^ 
which is chiefly owing to ibe encouragsement 
given to their cultivatkm by the Eoglidh. The 
island likewise abounds in game^ sea-fish^ and 
small sheil-fish of all kinds, of which the oysters 
in the harbour of Mahoii are in the highest re* 
quest. 

For the rest^ the inhabitants applytheoifielTes 
to the breeding of cattle, especially of sli«ep and 
mules. 

COMMERCE, 

The exports consist of wine, wool, cheese, 
honey, wax, salt, and capers, the greatest part 
of which go to the coasts of Spain, the islands 
and Genoa, and some little to France, England, 
and the north. 

The imports are, oil, wheat, brandy, tobacco, 
linen and woollen cloths, rice, wood, jewellery, 
groceries, cottons, and> in short, most manufac- 
tured goods and articles of luxury from Spain, 
France, Genoa, Mallorca, and England. The 
balance of trade, as may easily be imagined, is 
against the island. 

INHABITANTS. 

The inhabitants of Minorca are ardent, cou* 
rageous, ingenious, and make excellent sailors. 
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I 

That activity of mind which distinguishes the 
Mallorcans^ they possess perhaps in a still 
higher degree ; for they are extremely Jively, 
sociable^ and addicted to conviviality. From 
their long intercourse with the English^ the na- 
tives of the island in general^ and those in the 
vicinity of the capital in particular^ have ac- 
quired a certain polish which is not to be found 
among the Mallorcans. As^ however; their cli- 
mate is less beautiful and their soil less fertile^ 
they cannot be compared in respect to opulence 
with the latter. In language^ manners^ and re- 
ligipn^ they havCj nevertheless, a very close affi- 
nity to each other. 

Such are the Balearic islands, in which the 
geographer and the naturalist, the antiquary 
and the historian, the statistical . inquirer and 
the moralisti will find a thousand' subjects for 
new and important observations. Of Mallorca 
we have scarcely any account at all ; and though 
Cleghorn, Armstrong, aud, above all, Linde- 
mann, have published valuable works respecting 
Minorca, yet since their times the sciences have 

tnade a very rapid progress.. A new tour of the 

* 

Balearic islands — an accurate and complete 
picture of them, would prove an undertaking 
equally interesting and profitable* 
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No. III. 

I 

THE PITHYUSIAN ISLANDS. 

These arc Ivi^a^ Formentera:, and la Conejera. 
They received their names from the woods of 
pine-trees with which they abound^ and are 
situated in th^ gulf of Valencia. 

IVICA. 

In ^^38^ 12' east longitude from Cadiz, and 
88^ ^3^ 16" north latitude. It is the most po* 
pulaus and extensive^ being seven leagues in 
lengthy three and a half in its greatest breadth^ 
and containing 1S,800 inhabitants. 

This island is divided into &yequartones or 
districts^ which are : el quarton del Llano de 
la Villa } el quarton de Santa Eulalia ; el 
quarton de Balanzat ; el quarton de Pormany, 
and el quarton de las Salinas. 

r 

I. QUARTON DEL LLANO D£ LA VILLA. 

This portion comprehends a district of a 
league and a half^ with the capital Ivi9a> con- 



taining 2,600 inhabitants. These^ tdgetlier with 
900 persons dispersed in detached farm^hauses/ 
give a population of 3,500 inhabitants for the 
whole district. 

Besides the castle and harbour, there is M^ 
thing worth notice at Ivi^a. Its port, the best 
in the island, is very large and commodious^ 
sheltered from every wind except in a small space> 
toward the south. 

The anchorage is very good, but on accoiint 
of the great quantity of ballast throAvn into the 
harbour by ships that load here with salt, it 
frequently wants cleansing. As the bottoili is 
composed entirely of sand, the basin might be 
enlarged with little trouble, and Ivica might 
become, in point of consequence, the second 
Spanish port in the whole Medfiterranean Sea^ 
The coast of this quarton extends from Cab6 
Andreus to Cala Quifeu. 

\2. atJABTON BE SAKTA £tJLALtA« 

This is the most populous quarton in the 
island, containing a tract of four leagues, with 
four thousand inhabitants. They all live dis-" 
persed in detached farm-houses (caserias), so 
that not a single village is to be seen in this 
quarton. Its coa^t commences at Salto de Serraj 
and extends to Cala de Benirraix. 
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3. QUARTON DE BALANZAT, 

This quarton compreheods a tract of three 
leagues^ and a population of 2,300 souls^ distri- 
buted in detached farms. The coast reaches 
from Puerto Balanzat to Puig de Nono, 

4. QUARTON DB PORMANY. 

This quarton comprizes a tract of four leagues^ 
with a population of 2^100 souls, likewise dis- 
persed in scattered caserias. The coast c;x- 
tends from Puerto Migno to Los Cabells. 

. 5. QUARTbN DC LOS SALINAS. 

* * . * 

* It contains a tract of two leagues^ with 900 
inhabitants^ dispersed^ like the preceding, in de- 
tached habitatipnsc I'he coast extends from 
Puerto de Purroigto the harbour of the capital. 



CLIMATE, SOIL, AND PRODUCTIONS. 

The climate is extremely mild and salubrious; 
only the hot winds of Africa are sometimes op- 
pressive. In winter the thermometer l^tands at 
between 58^ and 68% and in summer between 
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78"^ and 88<>, when the heat> however, is mode* 
rated by cooling breezes. No venomous or pre^- 
dacious animal is to be found in the whole 
island. 

Ivi9a is very mountainous. All these emi- 
nences are covered with thick woods, chiefly of 
pine-trees. The soil is adapted to the cultiva-^ 
lion of all the'prjoductions. of the south of Spain, 
and especially of olives. It is therefore to be 
regretted^ that the iphabitants confine their at- 
tention to the following articles : 

Wheat, of which they raise great quantities — 
wine, which is highly esteemed ; considerable 
quantities of it are taken off by the ships that 
come for cargoes of salt — oil, equal to the best 
Spanish — southern fruits, especially almonds^ 
figs, and water-melons — some hemp and flax. 
To this account must be added, the breeding of 
a few cattle, and the produce of the fisheries. 

Ivi9a derives the greatest profits from the ex- 
portation of rts sea-salt, which is made in the 
usual manner, in 13 salt-pits. It is calculated 
that the quantity annually obtained amounts, 
uponan average, to^ twenty or twenty-five thou- 
sand modins*, each of which is exported at the 
rate of GO reals or three piastres^ From each 

* A modinh Ufanegas^ or 600 pounds. - 
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modin the kiag receives 48 reals, leavm^ on\j 
twelve fi^r the share of the proprietors. 

There ^re in lyi^a two kinds of salt^ wliiie 
and red. The first is chiefly taken off by ships 
from the Levant> and the other by those from 
the north of Europe. Both sorts are in fact of 
the same quality^ the colour proceeding only 
from the soil at the bottoiii of the salt-pit. 
Accordingly^ when there is a scarcity of red 
salt^ the people mix a little red earth with the 
white, and pass it off without difficulty for the 
former. It is calculated that one hundred ships 
come in a year to Ivi^a for cargoes of isalt. 

INHABITANTS. 

The inhabitants of Ivi^a are in general of the 
middle size, of a lemau-yellow complexion^ and 
meagre^ but very ingenious, brave, and admi- 
rably adapted to the naval service. Their lan- 
guage is a compound of the Valencian, Cata- 
lan, and Mallorcan patois^ intermixed with 
many corrupt Arabic words ; their manners are 
linpolisbed, and their disposition has nothing of 
the amiable character which distinguishes the 
Valencians. 

Their bravery and activity as sailors are 
equalled only by their supineness and iadolence 
in respect to agriculture and ms^nufactures, 



APPENDIX. S95 

Thej cultiraie scarcely one third of their lands^ 
and never plough their fields more than once 
for one crop. Their olive-trees are left to them- 
selves^ and for Jthis reason scarcely reach the 
age of forty years ; great wiiste is made of their 
oil by bad madagement^ and they lose above 
two fifths of it by their stupid method of pressing 
the olives. 

The almadrdbas for the tunny fishery formerly 
afforded employment to a number of the inha- 
bitants ; but as none of those who are now living 
are acquainted with the mode of conducting 
that operation^ and^ what is still worse^ will not 
take the pains' to learn it of the Valencians^ 
this important branch of industry is totally neg-^ 
lected. 

Their manufactures ef earthen-ware^ for 
which, on acconn1^of the superior quality of the 
clay, there was formerly a great demand, are in 
the same predicament. The workmen have 
died away, the trade is become extiiict^ and the 
inhabitants are now obliged to purchase all 
their, earthen utensils of the Mallorcans. 

The same indifference is manifested by them 
towards every new branch of imdudtry, which 
it is attetnpted to introduce among them. This 
was the case, for example, with respeiit to the 
culture of silk, in which one of the last gover- 
nors was at great pains to instruct them. Not- 
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'withstandiDg the great advantages i^^hich they 
might derive from it^ thej still remain in their 
former inactivity. 

They have a decided aversion for improve- 
ments in general. Thus an industrious Valen- 
cian having once attempted to cultivate his 
land according to his own method^ they com- 
pelled him with the most violent menaces to de- 
sist. His life was not safe till he adopted their 
system. 

It cannot then appear surprising^ that Ivi^a 
should have scarcely any active commerce. All 
that the inhabitants export in their xebecs is a 
small quantity of ship-timber to Carttiagena and 
Minorca^ and a few cargoes of almonds and 
water-melons to the coasts. 

And yet what a flourishing island might this 
be. situated as it is half wav between two so con- 
tiguous divisions of the globe ! Before the 
discovery of the West Indies, it was a mart for 
the riches of the East. What a flourishing 
island might this be^ which produces all the 
necessaries of life ia such abundance^ the soil 
of which is adapted to innumerable produc- 
tions, and which comprizes within itself a thou- 
sand sources of industry and commerce ! What 
a flourishing island might not Ivica be rendered^ 
if, instead of this wretched race of sailors^ it 
were peopled with the thousands of industrious 
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eoloDists who are anoually swallowed upt bj the 
barren wastes of North America ! 



FORMENTERA. 

Situated in 7*^ 38' 13" east longitude from Ca- 
diz, and 38"* 37' 5" north latitude, two leagues 
from I vi9a. The greatest length is three leagues^ 
the greatest breadth two ; but in the narrowest 
part, it is scarcely three gun-shots across. It 
has a population of 1,200 persons, who all live 
dispersed in detached caserias. The principal 
production is wheat, from which the island has 
received its name. 

All the preceding observations on the cli- 
mate, soil, agriculture, and inhabitants of Ivi9a, 
are applicable to this island. We have only 
to add, .that the natives both of Ivi^a and 
Formentera had rendered themselves so formid- 
able to the Algerine corsairs^ that their coasts 
had Dot been molested by them for more than 
fifty years before, the conclusion of the peace of 
1785. 

Government has very recently turned its at- 
tention to the improvement of Ivifa and For- 
mentera, and granted permission for the free 
exportation of all their productions, except 
salt ; but as long as hands^ and a better mode 
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of training them are wanting^ all these meattires 
i¥ill be without effect. 



LA CONEJERA. 



Some wood^ otherwise waste and uninhabited. 



GENERAL SURVEY OF lYICA Sc FORMENTERA. 

Population i 14^000 souls. 

Superficial contents 296 geog. squ . miles. 

Number of inhabitants 

to each square mile. 59 

Superior to the number 
of inches in a square 
mile in Spain.. ^ 12 

Inferior to the popula- 
tion of France in a 
square mile 43 

Inferior to that of Eng- 
land in the same 
space 20 



• 
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No. IV. 



THE MOORS IN SPAIN.* 



I. HISTORICAL EPOCHS. 

1. The origin of these wandering African 
hordes is uncertain. Their history is lost in 
that of the north of Africa under the Cartha- 
ginians^ the Romans^ &c. It does not begin to 
be of any interest till subsequent to the mixture 
of the Moors with the Arabs^ in the middle of 
ihe seventh century. 

2. First conquest of the Moors in Spain, 
under their valiant leaders^ Musa and Tarif (in 
the year 714). End of the iponarchy of the 
West Goths. The whole of the south of Spain, 
and evcu part o: Castile, is soon reduced under 
the dominion of the Moors. 

* in this work the author has so frequently had occasioa 
to mention the ancient \Ioors, that he thinks (his article 
will prove not unacceptable to many of his readers. 
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3. The conquered provinces are govern^ by 
viceroys in the name of the Arabian Chalifs ; 
but on the usurpation of the throne by the Ab- 
bassides (-752)^ the Moors invite Abdolrahman^ 
the last of the Ommiades, to Spain^ and found 
the independent Chalifat of Cordova (759). 

4. For nearly three centuries the history of 
this chalifat exhibits nothing but a picture of 
incessant wars and anarchical 'atrocities. At 
length the governors of the principal provinces 
make themselves independent ( 1038 ) and erect 
a number of kingdoms^ the chief of which, are 
those of Toledo, Saragossa^ Seville, and 
Valencia. 

5. Meanwhile the two Christian kingdoms, 
formed immediately after the conquest in the 
north-eastern and north western part of Spain, 
muster strength sufficient to attack the divided 
portions of this once formidable whole. The 
kingdom of Toledo is already recovered from 
the Moors, and each of the others is threatened 
with a similar fate ( 1082 ) . 

6. To check this progress of the * Christian 
arms, the hard-pressed Moors summon from 
Africa, to their aid, a savage Arab tribe, known 
by the appellation of Morabethuns. The latter 
assist them to gain- the important victory of 
Zetaka, near Badajoz (1087), but immediately 
usurp the sovereignty of the country. 
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7. Continual wars are waged by the Moors 
and Christians "with various success^ till at 
len^h fortune inclines to the side of the latter. 
The Moors lose Saragossa (1118), Cordova 
(1146), Almeria and Lisbon (1147), and invite 
from Africa^ to their assistance, a second savage 
horde of Arabs/ the Almohades (1241). 

8. Signal victory gained by the Christian 
powers near Tolo^a, in the Sierra Morena 
(* July the 16th, 1212), which fron^that period 
gives them a decisive preponderance. The 
Moors lose one province after another ; Merida, 
in 1229 • Valencia, in 1238, &c. ^ 

9. Mohamed Alhaman undertakes the resto*^ 
ration of Moorish greatness. He - founds '^e 
kingdom of Granada (1236 )^ which he designs 
for a new focus of Moorish power; but, as 
most of the other petty regents refude to ac- 
knowledge his authority, as he has internal^ and 
external enemies cdntinually to contend with, he 
is not only obliged to cede Jaen to Ferdinand III. 
of Castile ; but to do homage to that monarch 
as lord paramount (1245). At the sanfe time 
Estremadura, Murcia^ and Seville are conquer- 
ed by the Christians. 

10. The contest between the two parties 
continues without intermission for two centuries 
and a half; but the Moorish power gradually 
declines. At kngth in 1492^ the grand object 
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of a eiDoflict of four centuries is accomplished. 
Granada^ the last asylum of the Moors^ is taken^ 
and thus terminates the Moorish dominion after 
an existence of seven hundred years. 

11. Grand problem to convert < these former 
foes into peaceable subjects. At first the 
government seems disposed to listen to the suggest 
tions of enlightened policy^ for the Moors are 
treated with mildness^ and are allowed the free 
exercise of their religion. But fanaticism soon 
gains the ascendancyy and the government in« 
troduces a system of religious oppression^ which 
is mitigated only in the provinces of the crown 
of Arragon^ in consequence of the wise remon- 
sti^Qces of the states ( 1499 ) . 

1% The inevitable consequences of these 
rigorous/ maaaures are insurrections in every 
quarter^ and a great effusion of blood. Instead 
of reverting to milder methods^ edicts still more 
severe are enacted ( 1568)^ and on both sides 
fanaticism is manifested in all ita deformity* 

13. At lengthy in 1609^ the Spanish clergy 
ohtain of the imbecile Philip III. an order for 
the total expulsion of tl^ie Mopra. It in first 
carried into execution in Valencia ; and Spain, 
to the extreme injury of her agriculture and 
manufactures^ sustains a loss of 600^000 of her 
most industrious inhabitants, whqsef only 
9cime consisted in adhering to a different 
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religious worship^ aad speaking a differeat 
language. 

14. Here ends the history of th6 Moors ia 
Spain^ who> dispersed along the northern coasto 
of Africa^ have ever since remained the most 
inveterate enemies of the Spaniards* 



n. HISTORICAL OBSERVATldNS, 



The/nnoalsoftbe Moors exhibit one of the 
most extraordinary historical anomalies; for 
amidst the horrors of anarchy, amidst the 
devastations of incessant wars, th^y display a 
luxury, and a prpgri^ss in the arts and sciences^ 
vi^hiqh cannot fail to excite astoui^hmei^. 

The most brilliant period of the dombion of 
the Moo^rs vr as indisputably the tibalifat of Ab^ 
d^lrahman III. ( from 912^ to ^1 ) when they 
were masters of Portugal, Andalusia, Granada, 
Murcia«i Valencia, and 4Jie greatest part of New 
Castile. The ancieot historians v^ant words to 
describe the population and flourishing state of 
these provinces. 

Thus, for example, Cordova^ the capital, 
contained at leMt 400,000 inhabitants. On the 
banks of the Quadalquivir were scattered up* 
wards of 12,000 villages ; and every part, even 
the steepest mountains, exhibited an uninter- 
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rupted succession of the noblest plantations and 
the most luxuriant fields. 

The revenues of the chalif weje estimated at 
12,(M»5,000 golden dinars, upwards of five mil- 
lions sterlings exclusive of the imposts that were 
paid in kind. To this is likewise to be added 
the produce of the mines of gold arid silver, 
vi^ith the working of which the Moors were 
perfectly well acquainted ; while the trade in 
the valuable productions of the country with 
Italy/ France, and* the Lev aiit>' brought prodigi- 
ous sums into tbese provinces. 
' A consequence of .this wealth ^^bls that ex* 
eessive luxury which appears almost incredible, 
but is confirmed by- the testimony of writers of 
the greatest veracity. Thus, for example^ the 
above*-nienticined Abdolrahmao III. founded for 
his favourite female slave^ in the vicinity of Cor- 
dova, a magnificent city,* containing a palace 
wJiich actually resembled the- work of ^achant- 
ment. Everything that the most refined volup- 
tuousness could devise^ and the most skilful ar- 
chitect accomplish, seemed to be combined in 
this fairy mansion. 

The ceiling of the saloon ^here the chalif 
was accustomed to pass the evening with his 
favourite was composed of the most valuable 

* Zehra^ now entirely destroyed. 
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stones^ enchased in gold and polished steel ; the 
wails of lapis lazuli^ covered with golden ara- 
hee^ues^ in stucco ; and in the middle was abasia 
of alabaster^ from which issued a fountain of 
quicksilver glistening in the light of a thousand 
tapers. 

The progress of the Moors of those times in 
literature and science^ especially in poetry^ 
astronomy^ geometry^ medicine^ and chemistry^ 
commands still greater admiration. For these 
they had particular schools at Cordova^ from 
which city science diffused its beams over all 
the provinces of their empire^ and where iti the 
t\^elfth century^ among others^ an Abenzoar 
and Averroes acquired immortal renown. 

This luxury^ and this attachment to the sci- 
ences^ continued even after the power of the 
Moors was diminished in the thirteenth century^ 
and the seat of their monarchy was removed to 
Granada. This is attested by the ruins of the 
Splendid palace^ so celebrated under the name 
of Alhambra^ and the numerous Arabic manu- 
scripts of this period which are preserved in 
the library of the Escurial. 

The palace of Alhambra was situated on a 
delightful eminence^ which overlooked Gbranada 
and all the beautiful circumjacent country. 
With whatever irregularity and want of taste 
the external parts Tfere put together^ the interior 
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displayed such magnificence, such voluptuous- 
ness, and such refinement, as even to eclipse the 

palace of Zehra. 

Whoever wishes to appreciate the luxury of the 

Moorish monarchs, the peculiar characteristics 

of Moorish architecture, and the talents of 

Moorish artists, let him examine the ruins of 

this palace, where every thing announces the 

highest refinement in the enjoyments of sense, 

and the utmost exertions of sa)ilities in the artist. 

The same observations are applicable to the 

neighbouring palace called El Generalif, and 

its gardens, the favourite spring residence of the 

Moorish sovereigns. 

What charming terraces, raised in the manner 
of an amphitheatre one above the other ! ^ What 
enchanting thickets of roses and jasmine ! 

The ancient cypresses and orange-tree^, in 
whose shade walked the Moorish monarchs, are 
still standing. The marble basins, surrounded 
with groves of myrtle, which served the women 
of their harem to bathe in, are yet to be seen. 
In each succeeding century, however, their decay 
becomes more visible, and in the course of the next 
thotisand years perhaps not a vestige of these 
magnificent ruins will remain. 

The relics of Moorish literature, the remains 
of their romantic poetry, will survive (o a later 
period in Spain. Great is the number of 
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inanifscripts on geographical^ astronomical^ and 
medical subjects^ in which grand ideas and im- 
portant truths are intermingled with the errors 
and the reveries of early times. Still greater is the 
abundance of Moorish poems, especially ballads^ 
with imitations or translations of which the 
literature of Spain is enriched. Subjoined is a 
specimen^ together with Florian's translation^ 
which, though very free, however expresses the 



sense. 



GANZUL, Y ZELINDA. 

Romance Mora, 

1. 

J£n el tiempo que Zelioda, 
cerrd ayrada la ventana 
a la discalpa, a los z«los, 
que el Moro Ganzul le daba ; 
confasa y arrepentiday 
de baberse fiQ|;ido ayrada* 
por verle y Vesagraviarle, . 
el corazonsele abraza; 
que en el villano de amor, 
eg muy cierta la madanza etc. 

2. 

Y como sopo, que el Moro 
rompio furioso la laViza, etc. 
y que la librea verde, 
Avia trocado en leonada ; 
Sac6 luego una marlotn, 
de tafetan roxo y plata, 
un bizarro csLpeWdr 
de tela dc oro morada etc. 



GANZUL ET ZELINDE. 

Romance Maure. 

I. 

Dans un transport de jalousie, 
Zelinde avoit banni ramant, 
qui la cherit plos que sa vie^ 
et fut loin d'elle en ^emmanty 
Bientdt Zelinde, mieax instruit^, 
8e reprocfae sa cruaute ; 
comme un enfant Tampur s'irritf i 
elle pleure de s'^tre irrite. 



2. 

On vient lai dire qnele Maure, 
en proie a ses yives douleurs, 
en qnittantVobjet qu'il adore, 
a change ses teodres coulean $ 
le verd, embl^me d^esperance, 
a fait place au triste souci, ^ 
un cr^pe est au fer de sa lance, 
son bras porte un ecu noirci. 
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3. 

Cob an bonete, cubif rto 
de zap hi res y esmeral das, 
que pnbHcao zelos maertes, 
y vivas las esperanzas, 
con una nevada toca, 
Que el color de la vel«ta^ 
iambien publica bonanza, etc. 

4. • 

Informandose premiro, 
adonde Ganziil estaba ; 
4 una casa de placer 
apnella tarde le llama ; 
y diziendole a Ganzul, 
que 2c^ittda le ftguardava . 
al page le pregunto* 
tres veces, si se bur lava etc. 

.5. 

Viendose Moro con ella, 
a penas los ojos alza. 
Zelinda le asio la mano, 
un poco roxa y turbada ; 
IT ai iln de infinitas quexas, 
que en talos pasos se pasan; 
vistid se las ricas presas, 
con las manos de su dama etc. 



S. 

Zeliude aussitot est partie^ 
Lui poitant d'autres omesaeai, 
ou le blea de la jalousie 
se mele au pourpre des amans ; 
le blanc, symbole d'innocence, 
se distingue h cbaqoe ruban ^ 
le violet de la Constance 
brille sur le riche turban. 

^n arrivant a la retraite 
on <3diiz«l attend son destin, 
Zelinde, craintive, inquiete, 
se repose sous un jasmin ; 
elle envole un fiddle p&ge^ 
cbercliei' le niaUiettrettX amant ; 
Ganzul croit k peine au message, 
Vlnfortune rend mefiant. 

II vole, il revolt $on amante ; 
L'amonr, Tespoir trouble ses sens $ 
Zelinde, interdite et tremblante, 
roogit en offrant ses presens. 
Tous deux |ileurent^ns le silence, 
mais leur regard plein de doalenr« 
rappelle et pardonne Toffense, 
dont a gemi leur tendre cceur. 



The subject of this ballad leads us to the 
character of the Moors^ which, from that ex- 
traordinary mixture of gallantry and ferocity^ of 
barbarity and politeness, is highly deserving of 
the attention of the philosopher. 

Who, for instance, would suppose, that amidst 
incessant wars, amidst the horrors of endless 
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anarchy, the government of the Moors was one 
of the mildest that aify conquered nation has a 
right to expect ;* who, moreover^ would imagine 
that so much political importance^ and so long a 
political duration, could possihiy he attained 
with such a wretched organization of the state, 
and the total want of laws ? 

The monarchy of the Moors in Spain is des* 
trpyed, hut the traces of their conquest are in- 
delibly impressed upon the Spanish character* 
A thousand customs and habits remind us of the 
ancient rulers of the country, and all the pro- 
gressive advances of the Spaniards seem to have 
been but deviations from that oriental spirit. 

* The conquered provinces were suiTered to retain their 
rights, thdr language, and their religion. No trances of in. 
tolerance marked their course, no oppressive feudal systeih 
was es^abliJihed, nor were even the former imposts increased. 



THE END. 



B. CiiARKC, Printer, IVd^-Street. 
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